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from our viewpoint...

Celebrities shake up
Calif. recall election

Therewas mild interest acrossthe country in the pending cir-
cusinCaliforniawherethevotersareattemptingtorecall Demo-
cratic Gov. Gray Davis, but Wednesday when Arnold Sch-
warzenegger told the Tonight Show audiencehewasgoingtorun
ontherecall ballot asaRepublican, suddenly thecontinuing vio-
lencein Iraqand other top storieswere shoved aside.

From herethereisnoway toreally judgethevalidity of there-
call, but thefact theorganizersof theeffort submitted 1.7 million
namesisdramatic, and over twicethe897,158they wererequired.
Of that 1.7 millionthestatecertified 1.3 million sotherecall was
on, andwill bethebigstory over thenext six weeksuntil theel ec-
tiononOct. 7.

TheDemocratic Party in Californiaistryingto solvethe prob-
lemby defeatingtherecall effort. When peoplegotothepolls they
will have two questionsto answer. Thefirst isto voteto recall
Gov. Davis. The second question, whichisgetting all the atten-
tion, iswho will bethe next governor if therecall issuccessful.

There are other big namesin the hunt to replace Davis, but as
expected the first polls completed after the surprise announce-
ment on Wednesday by Schwarzenegger show himin the lead
among the candidates, and if therecall el ection were held today
Daviswould be out and Arnold would bein.

Watching Schwarzenegger talking to Matt L auer onthe Today
Show Friday morning it wasArnold who got the best of that in-
terview. Lauer hadtroubleeven gettingawordinduringtheeight
minutesthey talked, and hefoundit difficult to pin Arnold down
on any specific points about the campaign i ssues.

TheTerminator told Lauer hefeltthemainissuewasabout lead-
ership, andthat Davishad put Californiainaterriblesituationwith
thelargest deficitinthestate’ shistory, andthat theeducation sys-
temwasintotal collapse.

WhenArnoldsaiditwasaproblemsobadtherearemorepeople
and businesses leaving the state than are moving there, Lauer
askedif asgovernor Arnoldwouldrepeal theCaliforniapaidfam-
ily leavelaw. Likeatruepolitician Arnold side stepped the ques-
tion by saying hewould havetoget intothat, but hewasfor fami-
liesand children.

Arnoldjoinstheranksof Larry Flynt, AriannaHuffington, Pe-
ter Ueberroth, Bill Simon and Lt. Gov. Cruz Bustamante on the
lengthy ballot to head the Great Bear state. There are atotal of
193 peoplewho haveregisteredtobeontheballottoreplace Gpb.
Davis.

Certainly will befuntowatch and listen asthe many candidates
try to cometo termswith the Terminator before he can terminate
their chances. LookslikeArnold may jointheranksof Sonny Bono
and Clint Eastwood asbeing cel ebrity politiciansfrom California.

Wethink Dr. Natalie Griego hasanother good reason for fram-
ing that picture of her hugging Arnold in Baghdad. — Tom Betz
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It was warm In Creede, but cooler than Kansas

The folksin Colorado were complaining
about the heat. It had gotten up to 85 degrees
Fahrenheit, and they were melting.

Itwasalittlewarm, but comparedtothe 104-
to 109-degree heat we had left in Kansas, we
werejust enjoying theweather.

Wewerein Creede, alittle mountain com-
munity set at 8,800 feet inthe San Juan M oun-
tains of southern Colorado.

It'saninteresting place. Thereisnoradioor
over-the-air television.

Folks in town can get cable television and
thoseoutinthecountry usemini satellitedishes
or gowithout. Even campershaveminidishes,
though.

There's little anyone can do about radio.
There'sjust too much mountain between the
transmittersand thereceivers. At night, when
the50,000-watt stationscomeonline, youcan
getalittlecrackley music, but mostly thefolks
arepretty cut off.

Thetownitself issetinacleft of rock sothat
even police channelsare mostly useless. Cel-
lular phones don’t work either in town or out
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by theairport, wherewewere.

Over the years, we' ve learned to live with
the oddities of no electronics. We warn folks
that thecell phonewill be usel essbut wehave
landline service and even an answering ma-
chine.

Wehaveatelevision, butit only isgood for
watching videos. Wedon't bother with radio,
but have aCD player, cassette deck and even
an old record player with albums from our
youth.

Becausewe havealand-linetelephone, we
can and do get dial-up Internet service. This
enables us to get some work done between
fishing, hiking and enjoying the cool moun-
tainweather.

Onesummer, | counted four computerssit-

ting on various tables and desks around our
vacationhome. Therewerefour of usonvaca-
tion, andweeach hadto get our e-mail, surf the
web and get somework done.

Of course, not everyone feels like getting
some work done while on vacation. A young
architect visiting theareatold hisboss, with a
straight face, that computersjust don’tworkin
Creede. Something about the mountains.

When | expressed my amazement that any-
onewouldbelievethat malarkey, herepliedthat
once he had explained that he couldn’t be
reached by cell phone, itwasn'ttoohardto con-
vincethe bossthat an areasoinaccessiblethat
itdidn’t get radio or television would not have
what was needed to make computerswork.

Well, I do know places that have so much
lightningthat itshardto run computersexcept
onbattery becausetheel ectricity keepsgetting
knocked out. Creedeisn’t oneof those, but the
architect’sbossdidn’t know that.

Hey, Steve, | can't take my computer next
vacation. They don’t work in Creede.

Why areyou rolling your eyesthat way?

More than a few ways to cook chicken

TherehasbeenaNational Chicken Cooking
Contest for over 50years. In 1949 the compe-
titionwasstarted aspart of the DelmarvaPoul -
try Festival. In1971 theNation Chicken Coun-
cil assumed the sponsorship. The contest was
heldannually until 1983whenanalternateyear
schedulewasadopted. Thefollowing chicken
recipes are from the 45th National Chicken
Cooking Contestin* TheChicken Cookbook’ .

Chicken Leek Soup
1wholechicken

2 bulbs garlic (whole, not just cloves), di-
vided

1 onion, chopped

4 red potatoes, diced

4largecarrots, diced

1 teaspoon salt

2 tablespoons chicken bouillon granules

3leaveshbok choy, diced

2leeks, dliced

1 bunch cilantro, tops chopped, stems dis-
carded

4lemons

Put chicken in alarge saucepan and cover
withwater. Add onesliced garlic bulb and on-
ion. Cook about 45 minutesor until meat falls
off thebone. Removethechickenfromthepot,
cool, discard skin and bones. Add potatoes,
carrots, salt and chicken bouillon granulesto
broth. Coarsely chop chicken meat and return
tothepot. Addremaininggarlicbulb(crushed),
bok choy, leeks and cilantro. Boil until veg-
etablesaretender about 20 minutes. Ladleinto
bowlsand squeezejuiceof 1/2lemonover top
of each. Make 8 servings.

MapleEncrusted Chicken with Nectarine
Brandy Sauce

6 bonel ess, skinlesschicken breast halves

1 cupfinely ground pecans

1 tablespoon Dijon mustard

1 tablespoon maple syrup

1 tablespoon butter, melted
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1 tablespoon brandy

1 eggwhite, dightly beaten

1/4 teaspoon freshly ground pepper

Nectarine brandy Sauce

parsley springs

seasonal flowers

Nectarinebrandy sauce

In amedium saucepan place 2 fresh nectar-
ines, peeled, pittedandfinely chopped; /4 cup
diced sweet onion; 1 cup sour cream; 2 table-
spoons maple syrup; 2 tablespoons brandy;
and 1 tablespoon Dijon mustard. Cook over
low heat, stirring occasionally, about 20 min-
utes.

Lightly butter bottom of 13x9x2 baking
dish. Arrange chickenin asingle layer. Ina
mixing bowl mix together pecans, mustard,
mapl esyrup, melted butter, brandy, eggwhite
and pepper. Spread mixture evenly over each
chicken breast. Bake in 375 degree oven for
40 minutes uncovered. Arrange chickenon a
platter and spoonNectarinebrandy sauceover
each piece. Garnish with parsley springsand
seasonal flowers. Pass additional sauce.
Makes6 servings.

Chicken Satay with Hazelnut sauce
3poundshoneless, skinlesschickenthighs,
cubed

1 stalk lemon grass, finely chopped

2 tablespoons canolaoil

1 teaspoon sugar

1 teaspoon cumin

1 teaspoon coriander

1 teaspoon turmeric

1/2 teaspoon cinnamon

8 shallots, chopped
Hazelnut sauce

In afood processor, place 2 stalks lemon
grass and one 2 inch piece of peeled anc
coarsely chopped ginger; process until finely
crushed, adding up to 2 tablespoons of tama-
rindor applejuiceif needed. Inalargenonstick
frypan, place 2 teaspoons canola oil. Add 1
medium minced red onion and sauté about 10
minutes until soft. Stir in the crushed lemon
grassand ginger. Add 1 cup tamarind or apple
juice, 1 cup sugar and 2 tablespoons crushec
red pepper flakes, smmer 5minutes. Stirin 12
ounces hazelnuts, roasted, peeled and finely
chopped. Simmer 5 minutes more and stir in
1/4 teaspoon salt.

Inasmall bowl mix together lemongrassand
oil and set aside. In afood processor place
sugar, cumin, coriander, turmeric, cinnamon
and shallots and process until a paste forms.
Transfer paste to alarge sealable plastic bag
and add chicken. Movechicken aroundin bag
to coat evenly, seal and refrigeratefor at least
30 minutesor up to 24 hours. Thread chicken
onto 8 skewersand brushwiththelemongrass
infusedail. Placechickenonpreparedgrill anc
cook until firm, about 10 minutes, or placeon
sheetpan coated with cooking spray and bake
in500degreeovenfor about 15minutes. Serve
with Hazel nut sauce. Makes 8 servings.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste.
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