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from our viewpoint...

Irag demonstrates
price of freedom

What happensnextinlrag?

Oh, we'll track down SaddamHussein. He' slivingonborrowed
time.

There'll still be resistance. Terrorists are killing a couple of
Americanboys— and adozen Iragis— every week. I’ skeeping
up, may get worse, but theArmy isalot better at dealingwiththis
stuff thanit wasinthelast century.

One of the top American commanders, Lt. Gen. Ricardo
Sanchez, saidtheother day that U.S. troopswill beinIragfor two
tothreeyearswhilethe country learnsto governitself.

More importantly, the Iragis will have to develop their own
police and military. The nation will need at |east three modern
divisionsto protect itsborders, he said.

And havingtakenontheresponsibility of running Saddamout,
we' restuck with thetask of building up areasonablealternative.
WEe' rejust going to haveto facethat.

Toleavequickly, assomewould haveusdo, would throw Irag
into chaosfar worsethanwhat wesaw right after thefall of Bagh-
dad. Warlordswould begin to fight, pitting Muslim sect against
Muslim sect. Bloodshed might make theyearsof Saddam’srule
look right peaceful by comparison.

Sofar, it seemsthat our forces are being selective and yet cer-
taininenforcingtheir ruleandtracking down holdoversfromthe
oldregime.

The next problem will be outside terrorists, who may already
beoperatinginIragand may well have been behind thebombing
outside the Jordanian embassy the other day.

Theinternational terrorist brigade, led by al Qaidaandfriends,
has to see atremendous opening here, in anation with no func-
tioning government savethe hated U.S. military.

It'snot aburdenthat weparticularly want, but it'sarolewe're
stuck with right now.

It'seasy to seetheU.S. troops, with K elvar helmetsand M -16s,
astride their Humvees, as the modern equivalent of the Roman
centurion. There’ ssometruthinthat, but wheretheRomanscon-
queredfor thegood of Rome, weat least liketo think we' redoing
thisto maketheworld abetter place.

We should not forget that, aswe’ ve swept away repressivere-
gimesinAfghanistan and Irag, we not only eliminated basesfor
terrorism and death, we' ve been welcomed with open arms by
ordinary peopleglad to have usthereand morethan happy to see
thethugsblown away.

Wecan't solveall theworld' sproblems, but acting on our own
and with other nations, the U.S. hasdone somegood thelast few
years.

Andastheworldgrowsboth closer andmorecomplex, it'slikely
that theonly remaining superpower will haveto continueto play
policeman. It' spart of theduty that comeswithweal th, power and
good fortune.

Think of it asthe price of freedom.— Steve Haynes
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My summer Is slipping away

| don’t know how your summer isgoing, but
mineissdlipping away quickly.

| thought for surel would havetimethissum-
mer to get my office cleaned out and thor-
oughly organized.

Yet there are still undone many of the
projectsl wantedtodo. | sometimesthink | just
need some help to do them, but then | realize
that alot of my organization comes from the
inspiration of themoment, and thoseinspiring
ideasdon’t oftencomewhen | amtalkingwith
someoneelse.

| guessl’ vejust beenalonetoolongtowork
well with others.

It's the same with shopping. | can’t have a
fun day shopping with someoneelse.

| even travel alone, eat out in fancy restau-
rants, channel surf, and enjoy quiet—aone—
alot.

lorna

® commentary

Aloneness has it’s good points and bad
points.

| put off working in my yard because alone
itseemslikework; withsomeoneelseitismore
fun.

| look forward to Bible study with agroup,
because shared insights are so— well —in-
sightful.

I know God often speaksto uswhenweare
quietin God'spresence, but it’sgreat to share
what God hassaidto other peopl €’ sheartstoo.

Today | am struggling to think of atopicfor

this column, and here I’ m halfway down the
page, and | till don’t have anything.

I mthinking of several undertakingsl should
finish.

I’mthinking of my children and grandchil-
dren, scattered all around the globe and how
much | missthem.

I’m thinking of my church people and all
their variousillnesses and concerns.

I’'mthinkingof al | havetodowhen| gointo
thecity today.

And al these thoughts are interspersed with
prayersfor those others and for myself to have
alittleof God'swisdomtohelpandinspirethem.

| just can’t concentrate on this column nor
think of anything particularly clever to share.

Alll candoisask your indulgenceand hope
that you understand because sometimes you
haveaday likethistoo.

Appreciating God’s instructions

In my last column, | wrote about aCatholic
teaching, that Mary was immaculately con-
ceived, showing that the Bible does not teach
that she was. One reader was angry with my
column, feeling | was picking on her church.
That wasnot my intention.

Nomatter what religion aperson bel ongsto,
anyonewho claimsto serve God should appre-
ciateHisinstructionstomankind, instructions
that can only befoundintheBible. By teach-
ing and believing something the Biblecontra-
dicts, many people show that they appreciate
traditions morethan God'sword.

Jesussaid that many inhisday felt thesame
way. HesaidinMatthew 15:6b-9: “Andsoyou
havemadetheword of Godinvalid becauseof
your tradition. You hypocrites, Isaiah aptly
prophesied about you, when he said, ‘ This
peoplehonorsmewiththeir lips, yettheir heart
isfar removed from me. Itisinvain that they
keepworshi pping me, becausethey teach com-
mands of men asdoctrines.””

Many peopleholdtheir beliefsso dear, they
don’t want to hear that the Bible contradicts
thoseteachings, showingthemtobefal se. But
doesit makeany sensetoarguewithGod?That
isafight nobody could possibly win.

Adam and Eve began their lives as perfect
peoplewho had the hope of living forever on
theearththat God had created for themandthe
family they weretohave. They hadto passonly
onetestinorder to haveeverlastinglifeinper-
fect surroundings, with perfect health and in
happiness. That test wasobedienceto God. He
gavethemonecommand, and by decidingthey
knew better than God what is good for them,
Adam and Eve gave up that wonderful future
and eventually died.

By refusing to obey even one command-
ment, Adam and Eve showed that they did not
appreciate God'sinstructions. Do wefeel the
same way? Do we prefer to decide for our-
selves what to believe, independent of the
Bible'sinstructions?

Adamand Eve'sdecisioninthat regard was
disastrous not only to them but also to all of
mankind. But wehavetheopportunity tomake

sharon
corcoran

® yseitorlose it

abetter choice.

1Timothy 2:3-6asays, “ Thisisfineand ac-
ceptableinthesight of our Savior, God, whose
willisthat all sortsof men shouldbesavedand
come to an accurate knowledge of truth. For
thereis one God, and one mediator between
God and men, aman, Christ Jesus, who gave
himself acorresponding ransomfor al.”

By dlowingHissontodiefor mankind, God
extendedtoall of ustheopportunity Adamand
Evethrew away —theopportunity tolivefor-
ever in perfect conditions.

AmongthecommandmentsGod expectsus
to obey is the one found at Deuteronomy
31:12; “ Assemble the people, men, women,
and little ones, and the sojourner within your
towns, that they may hear andlearntofear the
LORD your God, and be careful to do all the
wordsof thislaw.”

God commanded the | sraglitesto gather to
learnthewordsof Hislaw, the scripturesthey
hadthen. Christiansaretold at Hebrews10:23-
25 not to forsake gathering together with oth-
erswho have hope through Christ to encour-
age each other and tolearn about the Bible.

If wedo not study the Bibleand |earn about
God, wearedisobeyingat | east oneof Hiscom-
mandments. Andfor doing so, wewill losethe
opportunity to have an everlasting future.

When Jesustol d peopleinhisday they were
making the word of God invalid by clinging
totheir traditions, hedid not mean God’ sword
wasweak or that it nolonger applied. Hewas
telling them, they were making it ineffective
intheir lives.

A personwhoisparalyzedisoftenreferred
toasaninvalid. Thisdoesnot indicatethat the
person is worthless, but rather that the indi-
vidual cannot effectively perform many tasks
dueto hisdisability. By rejecting God'sword

whenit conflictswith our long-held beliefsor
pre-conceived notions, wedon’t makeit weak
andineffective, wecrippleitseffectivenessin
our ownlives.

TheapostlePaul referred tothescripturesas
a powerful weapon. In 1 Corinthians 10:4, 5
he said, “ For the weapons of our warfare are
not fleshly, but powerful by Godfor overturn-
ing strongly entrenched things. For we are
overturning reasonings and every lofty thing
raised up against the knowledge of God; anc
wearebringing every thought into captivity to
makeit obedient to the Christ.”

The Bible overturns fal se reasonings, digs
out strongly entrenched beliefs, and it helps
peopleto bring their beliefsinto linewith the
teachingsof Christ.

When we study the Bible honestly, looking
for God' struemessagerather thanwaysto back
upwhatwe' veawaysbelieved, it exertspower
in our lives. And gaining knowledge of Goc
gives us the opportunity to enjoy an everlast-
ing future.

But the Bible only does these things if we
read and study it. If we cling to false beliefs,
no matter which church, philosopher or book
taught themto us, we prevent theword of God
from affecting us, and we lose out on awon-
derful hope.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@-
nwkansas.com>.
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I'VE BEEN ALL OVER
THE WORLD!

WHICH 1S5 NO REAL
BIG PEAL...

www.garfield.com

I CAN SEE THE EPGE
OF IT FROM HERE
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