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from our viewpoint...

Good news travels fast,
bad news travels faster

Everywhereyou turnedin the past week, there were shocking
news events, from the power outage in the northeast to the 139
candidatesregisteredintheCaliforniagovernor’srecall raceand
new fearsabout aserial sniperinthe Maryland area.

Theseeventskept thenewsjunkieshopping, andthecommen-
tatorswere having afield day.

In Sherman County the news has not been quite as dramatic,
but most of it hasbeen good.

The Northwest Kansas District Free Fair concluded another
excellent run and the attendancewasgood at all theeventsand at
the home-owned carnival. Thereisawhale of alot of effort that
goes into planning and coordinating this annual extravaganza.
Congratulationstothefair board, 4-H extension council , thecar-
nival board and the antiquetractor pull groups.

Therewereabout 100 peopl e at the Sunflower Cel ebration on
Friday to hear about updatesin the sunflower industry and to see
theresearch andtest plots. Thereisgood newsinthe NuSun hu-
man study resultsthat Jeff Deeds and John Golden weretalking
about. The Penn State University study is proving the benefit of
NuSun oil inhumanslikethe previousanimal studies.

Thehealthy effect of thereductionin cholesterol isgood news
for consumersand theimpact on thesunflower industry could be
good news for Sherman County and sunflower growers across
theregion.

Sunflower Water debuted Friday asapromotional effort by the
Sherman County Economic Devel opment Council, theGoodland
Chamber of Commerceand the Sherman County Conventionand
Visitors Bureau.

Thebottled water promotes Sherman County, and 20 centsfor
every bottlesoldwill beputinaCommunity Devel opment Fund.
Economic Devel opment Director CarolynApplegate getscredit
for thewater idea, and shewas ableto coordinate the effort with
Scheopner’sWater in Garden City to do the bottling.

Don't expect to see Sunflower Water in all the storesin Good-
land. Thebottled water in the convenience storesisfurnished by
competing companies, but the Sunflower Water will beavailable
sooninsomeindependent vending machines. Itisnotamajor fund
raising project, but it is another means of getting the area some
recognition.

Thehospital haswelcomed Dr. TravisDaiseasheopenshisnew
officethisweek. Dr. Daiseisahomegrown doctor who hascom-
pleted his medical education and has returned to open his prac-
tice. We wish him the best, and know that he will be awelcome
addition to the medical community.

Economicactivity ispickingupabit. Northwest K ansas Tech-
nical CollegeheldregistrationonMonday and classesarebegin-
ningfor thefall term. The Goodland school saregetting ready for
thestart of classon M onday, andtheathl etic programsbegan prac-
ticesin earnest thisweek.

Thisgood newsiswhat makesheadlinesin TheGoodland Sar-
Newsthesedays. Of course, therearestoriesthat may not bequite
so happy, but at |east we havethe power to seewhat ishappening
in our community. We are not worrying about arecall election
andwearenot hidinginfear of the next bullet.

Therearegood reasonsto live on the high plains. —Tom Betz
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Commissioner pleased Wlth court decision

By blockingthesaleof BlueCrossand Blue
Shield of Kansasto | ndiana-basedAnthemIn-
surance Companies on August 6, the Kansas
Supreme Court settled a healthcare issue that
has been debated for more than two years.
Many peoplebelievethedecisionisavictory
for Kansas consumers. Thisdecision also un-
derscorestheresponsibility and authority of the
elected office of Commissioner of Insurance
to act on behalf of consumers and to ensure
fairnessin the regulation of the insurancein-
dustry.

| amespecialy pleasedtheK ansas Supreme
Court hasclarified the power of the Commis-
sioner of Insuranceregarding insurance com-
pany mergersand acquisitions. Thisdecision
clearly outlinesmy authority tomakedecisions
inthebest interest of Kansas consumers.

Thefollowingisatimelineof BlueCrossand
BlueShield of Kansas, Inc. andAnthem I nsur-
anceCos,, Inc. v. Praeger, Case No. 89,075:

In May 2001, Anthem agreed to buy Blue
Crossand Blue Shield of Kansasfor $190 mil -
lion. Kansaslaw, K.S.A. 40-4001 et seq., and
theK ansasl nsuranceHolding CompaniesAct,
K.S.A.40-3301 et seq., requiresthat theCom-
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missioner of Insuranceapprovethe purchase.
InOctober 2001, Anthemfiledtheofficial ap-
plicationseeking approval of itsacquisitionof
Blue Crossand Blue Shield of Kansas.

TheCommissioner consideredtheapplica-
tionover aperiod of several months. Thepro-
cessinvolved public hearings, and thereceipt
of expert advice from attorneys, investment
bankers, actuaries, tax specialists, certified
public accountants, and health care and
planned devel opment specialists.

On Feb. 11, 2002, the Commissioner issued
a45-pagefinal order containing 66 findingsof
fact and eight conclusions of law which ad-
dressedall issuesof conversionandacquisition.

The Commissioner concluded that Anthem
would severely deplete Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of Kansasis surplus and would raise
premium rates significantly more than Blue

Crossand Blue Shield of Kansaswould with-
out theacquisition.

The Commissioner disapproved the pro-
posed sponsored demutualization. Anthem
appeal ed to the Shawnee County District
Couirt.

On June 7, 2002, the district court vacated
theCommissionerisorder disapprovingtheac-
quisition and sent the application back to the
Commissioner for further proceedings.

The Commissioner appealed the district
court decision to the Kansas Supreme Court.

June 6, 2003, the Kansas Supreme Court
found for the Commissioner and upheld her
denia of Anthemis request to purchase Blue
Crossand Blue Shield of Kansas. Indoing so
the Court found asfollows:

TheCommissioner of Insuranceisvested by
statute with the general supervision, control,
and regulation of insurers and has the power
to make al reasonable rules and regulations
necessary to enforce the laws of the state re-
lating to these matters. The Commissioner is
not requiredtowait until the publicisactually
harmed. She can be proactive in preventing
harmtothepublic.

Improving veterans’ access to health care

QualifiedKansasveteranswill soonbeable
to receive medication prescribed by private
doctorsthrough VeteransAffairspharmacies.

Under the previous system, veterans were
required to see a VA doctor in order to have
prescriptionsfilled by VA pharmacies.

To bedligiblefor the new benefit, veterans
must have enrolled in VA health care and re-
guested their first primary care appointment
with the VA by July 25. They must also have
been waiting more than 30 daysfor their first
appointment with aprimary care doctor as of
Sept. 22 — theday thefirst prescriptionswill
befilled. Veteranscovered by thenew proposal
will receive information by mail from their
nearest VA medical facility about filling pre-
scriptionsfrom non-VA doctors.

This program is an improvement in effi-
ciency and will help reduce the waiting time
for all veterans. About 200,000 A merican vet-
eranswill beéligible.

Thisnew proposal isbased onlegidationthat
| sponsored to allow VA pharmacies to dis-
pensemedicationstoveteransfor prescriptions
written by private physicians. In March, the
HouseVeteransAffairsHeal th Subcommittee,
of which | am vice-chairman, held a hearing
onthepharmaceutical servicesprovidedby the
Department of VeteransAffairs.

| have been working toraisethereimburse-
ment rate for veteranstraveling to healthcare
facilities. Veteransarereimbursed at arate of
11 cents per mile, while the rate for federal
employeesis 36 cents per mile. During the
debate of the funding bill for the Department
of Veterans Affairs, | offered an amendment
that would require the VA secretary to reim-
burseveteransat the standard federal rate.

Each year, the VA isrequired to review the
beneficiary travel rate. The agency has not
increased travel reimbursement in 25 years,
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because this money would come from the
medical careaccount. My amendment wasnot
accepted becausel did not wanttocompromise
veterans medical care. A reasonable reim-
bursement for travel isintegral to veterans
accesstoVeterans' healthcare, and| hopethis
effort resultsin VA finding the dollarsto in-
creasethe mileage reimbursement rate.
Traveling throughout Kansas

Last week, Congress adjourned for the an-
nual Augustwork period. Eachyear, Congress
takes the month of August to allow members
the chanceto spendtimeat home. I’ mtaking
theopportunity totravel thestateand meet with
Kansans, inorder toanswer your questions, as
well as gather your thoughts and concernsto
take back to Washington when Congress re-
turnsafter Labor Day.

| had the chance to meet with younger citi-
zensof the 1st District at the Scott County Li-
brary in Scott City. | wasabletovisitwiththe
students 7-7-12 taking part in the summer
reading program, “ Take Flight and Read.” |
also toured the library and discussed the ex-
pansion of the library and possible grant op-
portunitiesto assist in the effort.

In Scott City, | met with the directors and
management at the branch office of Farm
Credit of Southwest Kansas. Whilethere, we
discussed crop conditions and talked about
farm and disaster programsavailableto Kan-
sasfarmers and ranchers. We also discussed
creditissuesconcerning farmers, bankruptcy
lawsand crop insurance.

TouringtheWichita County Hospital

On Tuesday, | had the chance to meet with
theadministrator andtrusteeswhiletouringthe
WichitaCounty Hospital in Leoti.

Whiletouringthehospital, wediscussedthe
needs and concerns of a Critical Access Hos-
pital. They expressed their need for adequate
M edi carereimbursements, reductionin paper
work and the challenges of attracting health
careprofessionalstothearea.

Sunflower Health Networ k

Health care was al so the topic Wednesday
evening, as | spoke at the Sunflower Health
Network annual dinnerin Salina. Thenetwork
comprises17 hospital sinnorthcentral Kansas.

We discussed the provisionsin therecently
passed Medicare reform bill that would in-
crease reimbursements to Kansas hospitals,
physicians, home health care, and ambulance
services. | recently wrotetheconferencechair-
menin support of maintaining therural Medi-
care provisions in the final Medicare bill.
These provisions are critical to the ability of
our rural health care providers to continue tc
providequality caretoour rural communities.

IntheOffice

Although| wasback inKansas, anumber of
Kansansvisited my Washington, officein or-
der to get tours of the Capitol.

DanBrunsell of Lindsborg, avolunteer with
the Citizens Network Agribusiness Vol unteer
Program, visited my officeafter returning from
Belarus. Thisprogram providesthe expertise
of U.S. farmersand agribusinessprofessional s
to emerging privatefarmersaround theworld.

Contact me

It is an honor to serve you in Washington.
P easelet meknow how | canbeof service. You
canemail meat: jerry.moran@mail.house.gov
or visit my web page at: www.house.gov/
moranks0l/.
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