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Teens racing
to be parents
need to think

DEARABBY:1am14andreadyto
haveababy. My boyfriend, “Matt,” is
16 and says he is ready, too. You
should see how sweet and consider-

ateheisaround children.

Assoon asMatt getshiscar fixed,
we are leaving New Jersey and not
looking back. Beforewego, I'd like
toknow what youthink, Abby. Doyou

abigail
i van buren

®dear abby

embarking on this“project.”

job because they are completely de-
pendent. You and Matt would be do-
ing your future children ahugefavor
if you both completeyour educations
and becomefinancially stablebefore

I have long urged women to befi-
nancially independent before having
children. Matt may beaterrificyoung
man, but what would happen to you

Jersey and not looking back, please
read the next letter:

DEARABBY:

| am 16 years old

and have a 5-month-old daughter. |

thought her father and | would beto-
gether forever, but | waswrong. | was

in love with him
years.
My problemis,

for more than two

| can’t seemtofind

aboyfriendwhoisright for me. Some
boysdon’tmindthat | haveababy, but
al they wanttodoisgoout withtheir
friends. After along day of feeding,

changing and taking care of my

daughter, | want someone at hometo
comfort ME. Isthereanythingwrong
with that? — LOVESICK IN NEW

nurturing, too. Read on:

DEARABBY: | am 19 and more
mature than many teenagers my age.
| havetobe, sincel ammorethaneight
months pregnant. The baby’s father,
“Rob,” and | are engaged and have
been sincebeforeweconceived. Rob
isalso 19, but not asmatureas | am.
He still wants to go out with his
friends, whichisfinebecauseweare
bothyoung. However, hedoesn’t un-
derstand that we must find free or in-
expensive activities because our
money needstogotoward baby things
— clothes, blankets, diaper service,
etc. | think Rob neglectsmeemotion-
aly because heis scared of growing

Abby, | have prayed about thisand
believethat Roband | aremeant tobe
together. | know he loves me, but
sometimes | wonder if we met too

sooninlife.

WEST

Doyouthink weshouldtakeashort
break from each other?I can’task my
family because they don't like Rob,
and Rob’sparentsdon’tlikeme. Any
suggestions?— E.W. IN THE MID-

DEAR E.W.: Before “taking a
break” from your boyfriend, consult
alawyer regarding child support and
custody issues. A short break could
becomealong oneif thefather of this
child is deeply enough into denial.

today.

DEAR ABBY: Will you please
settle a disagreement between my
daughter and me?Whenisachildtoo

oldtobeheld?My 11-year-old grand-

son likes to sit o
watch television.

What do you th

heshowssignsof

(and he's not too

n my lap when we
He has been doing

thissince hewasababy.
My daughter saysheistoooldtobe
held. She says | baby him too much.

ink? — LOVING

GRANDMA INOMAHA
DEAR LOVING GRANDMA: If

immaturity inother

areas, it could be a problem. If not

heavy), hold your

grandson tight. Thetruth is, many of

th@nk_lf)am ready to have a baby and i babo it o to YORK up. | think he may even bein denial  Please don't wait. You're already  uswouldgiveanythingtositonalov-
raiseit?—A.M.INN.J _ andthebaby IT something were o pEAR| OVESICK: Of coursenot.  that | am pregnant. eight months along. Make that call ~ ing grandmother’slap again.
DEARA.M.: Babiesareafull-time happen to him? BeforeleavingNew |5 nderstandable. Mothers need
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11/82| TVLND |Inside TV Land Sanford  [Bewitched |Griffith  [Leave | Love Lucy|Jeannie  |MacGyver N [ 11]82| TVLND |Fantasy Island N Sanford  [Bewitched |Griffith  [Leave | Love Lucy|Jeannie  |MacGyver N [
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33| 9| Ngc [News® [Ent.To- |Friends A |Scrubs N \Will & Scrubs N |ER “AThousand Cranes” |News (& |(:35) To- 33| 9| Ngc [News @ |Ent.To-  News On Assignment |Law & Order: Special |Boomtown N (@ News (&  |(:35) To-
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