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Asking the

right

questions

prevent trouble

DEARABBY: | read with interest
your suggestions to “Young Lady
Who Needs to Know in Memphis,”
who asked what important questions
should be asked before marriage to
ensureahappy union. Youlisted such
subjectsasmonogamy, emotional and
financial independence, child-rearing
and discipline, compatible career
goals, sex, religion and politics.

| agree with those recommenda-

rience?

abigail

i van buren

®dear abby

tions, but | think someoneshould ask:
Have you had previous sexual expe-

If theanswer isno, thisisimportant
information. If theanswer isyes, fur-
ther discussion regarding safe sex,
HIV testing, birthcontrol, etc., should
ensue, which may also prompt another
important question: “HaveY OU?" —
M.D.INHILLSBOROUGH, CALIF.

DEAR DOCTOR: If the couple

does not aready know that informa-
tion, | agree, that i sanother important
question. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: As a pastor who
regularly provides premarital coun-
selingto coupleswhoareconsidering
marriage, | would liketo say that the
“questions” you ask each other arenot
soimportant. It'show youLISTEN to
each other and thewaysinwhichyou
communicateyour opinions, philoso-
phiesand feelingsfor each other that
aremost important.

Most often it’s not the subject that
causes disagreements in marriages,
athoughtheissuesareawaysblamed
as the cause for the disagreements.
Rather, itisthelack of ability toopenly
and honestly communicate about a

variety of subjects, andtheinability or
unwillingnesstoreally listenand hear
each other that causesmarital discord.

May God continue to bless your
ministry, Abby. — REV. ANN T.
FEW, NEW HOLLAND, PA.

DEAR ANN: Thank you for your
kindwords. Readers, listenup! There
ismuchwisdominthereverend'slet-

ter.

DEAR ABBY: Having been
through onedivorceand, fortunately,
a much happier second marriage, |
would liketo share somethoughtson
another topicthat should beaddressed
beforemarriage.

Itis: How doesheor sheand hisor
her family spend each and every holi-
day and birthday? Thisis something

OREGON

DONETHAT

that will affect youfor therest of your
life. — HAPPILY REMARRIED IN

DEAR REMARRIED: That's an-
other good one.

DEAR ABBY: You omitted some
important questions from your list.
May | add afew?

Haveyou or anyoneinyour family
sufferedfrommental illness?Border-
linepersonality disorder?Addictions?
Trouble with the law? And most im-
portant — do you get along with his
or her mother? — BEEN THERE,

IN SAN DIEGO

DEARB.T.,,D.T.INS.D.: | agree.
Asking about skeletons in the closet
wouldbewise. Atthat point, both par-
ties should be prepared to “ shake the

family tree.”

DEARABBY: | have been afam-
ily mediator for more than 20 years.
Theonetopicl wouldrank near thetop
of thelist of questionsthat should be
discussed isfinancial compatibility.

Disagreementsover financial mat-
tersrank as one of the most frequent
causesof divorce. If morecoupleshad
amutual understanding of how they
plantoearn, saveand spend money, it
would go along way in reducing the
divorce rate. — SHIRLEY P.
SEYMOUR, ESQ., POTOMAC,
MD.

DEAR SHIRLEY: Right. Mutual
goalsgoalongway toward keeping &
coupletogether.
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3653 A Acti%g pr@] tery) Peter Falk, Tyne Daly, Greg Evigan(. (5] g fora Bantamweig%t” N Acti%g pr@ 3653 ASE Bog%rt’PEY Pey star"él hglpyproﬁle actor-comic Bob Newhart. Business” (\ [@] Bog%rt’P@Y Priey
38/83| SCIFI |(5:00) * %% “It” (1990, Horror) John Ritter, Richard Thomas. N [ * % “Leprechaun” (1992) Warwick Davis. N 38/83| SCIFI |“Sometime They” ** “Sometimes They Come Back... Again” * % “Trucks” (1997) Timothy Busfield. N [
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40138] FX |(5:00) x% “Me, Myself & Irene” (2000) * %7 “The Sight” (2000) Andrew McCarthy. Shield “Scar Tissue” 40/38| FX |Buffy Vampire Buffy Vampire “A Glimpse of Hell” (2001, Drama) James Caan. _|Shield [
45/31] FMC |(:01) %k %k “Wilson” (1944, Biography) Alexander Knox. |(:35) * * “Zoo in Budapest” (1933) |“The Star Chamber” 45/31] FMC |(:01) %% “Little Murders” (1971) Elliott Gould. |(:01) % % * “M*A*S*H” (1970) Elliott Gould (:01) “The Innocents”
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51186 TRAV |Revolution on Wheels [Motorcycle Sports Fan’s Road Trip |Revolution on Wheels |Motorcycle 51186 TRAV |Great Rides “Sturgis’ | American Icons Cooling Off in Vegas |Great Rides “Sturgis” | American Icons
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54 /57| ESPN2 |WNBA Basketball [College Football Georgia Tech at Brigham Young. (Live) & X Games 54 /57| ESPN2 |WNBA Basketball: First Round -- Teams TBA Boxing Friday Night Fights -- Kenny Ellis vs. Kingsley Ikeke. X Games
5815 HIST After Saddam: Back to |Deadmen’s Secrets Modern Marvels “Nord- |Hardcore History "Sex |After Saddam: Back to 58150 HIST XXXk “Apollo 13” (1995, Drama) Tom Hanks, Bill Paxton, Kevin Bacon. Modern Marvels “Apollo [* % %7 “Apollo 13”
Basra (N) [it] “Hunting Nazi Fugitives” |hausen” &) and the Swastika™ [it] Basra [i] Based on the true story of the ill-fated 1970 moon mission. [¢] 13" &) (1995) Tom Hanks. (&
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62]67] HGTV |Weekend [Landscapr |Designing [Designers’ |House [House Weekend |Landscapr |[Designing [Designers’ | [62]67] HGTV |Flea Mkt [Collector |Decorating [Decorating [Design  [Design Flea Mkt [Collector _|Decorating [Decorating
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