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from our viewpoint...

River flow suits put
judge in the middle

TheArmy Corps of Engineers, after dragging itsfeet most of
thesummer, finally brought theflow of the Missouri River down
to summer sizelast week.

For thefirst timeinrecent memory, theriver approximatedthe
sandy, meandering stream that bedeviled riverboat pilotsacen-
tury or more ago.

It wasatoken gestureto comply with the orders of aWashing-
tonfederal judge, whotold the corpsto cut theflow for amonth
at therequest of environmental groups. Thecorpsplannedto start
boosting theflow from Dakotareservoirsby Friday and havethe
river up to navigation levels by next week.

The environmentalists, suing under the Endangered Species
Act, won asmost acoupleof daysof summer flows. Bargeinter-
ests, who had sued the corpsin Omaha, werelessthan happy, but
they apparently will havetheriver back for thefall.

Thecorpswasbeing sued by both sides, and two judgesissued
conflicting orders. The whole messwas dumped into the laps of
athird, disinterestedfederal judgeinMinneapolis, whowasgiven
thetask of sorting it out.

Thefight pitsenvironmentalists protecting sturgeon and other
rareriver animals against barge companiesthat profit from mil-
lions of federal subsidies poured into the stream. The environ-
mental issues mask the fact that the entire river navigation pro-
gramisonebig federal boondoggle.

The corps has spent hillions over the years to make the Mis-
souri into anavigablestream asfar as South Dakota, though that
isnotit'snature. Inthe process, it hasturned the naturally broad
andwindingriver into astraight, deep, fast-flowing ditch.

Much of theaquaticlifethat oncecalled the Big Muddy home
isgone. Fishand birdscan’t copewith the swift, dangerousflow
of thebarge channel.

But to what purpose? To make Minnesota and Dakota wheat
more competitive with Kansas wheat shipped south by rail? To
put hard-pressed railroads— which have to maintain their own
tracksand facilitieswith private money — deeper into abind?

Or simply tolinethe pockets of the barge companies?

The nation has more need for sturgeon, whatever that may be,
than it doesfor expensive barge serviceto Sioux Falls. We' d be
better off if the corpssaved up the millionsit spendseach year to
maintain the Missouri for barges— it’s a short season, anyhow
— and let theriver go back toit’'smeanders.

It’snot the nature of federal programsto fade away, but thisis
onethat can and should. We' d all be better off.

It'snot the sturgeon. It’ just the money. — Steve Haynes
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That little checkbook caused lots of trouble

Thisisthestory of thelittle checkbook that
got lost and all thetroubleit has caused.

Wewerein Col orado acoupleof weeksago,
and | noticed that we only had one check left
inthecheckbook. | took it to abank weuseout
there and got $100 so that we would have
enough money to get home.

Back home, | reached into the desk drawer
and grabbed another book of check blanks. |
noted that the number sequence did not jibe
withthecheck | had writtenafew daysbefore,
at least | didn’t think it did, but figured | had
forgotten or wehad somehow gotten our books
out of sequence.

| shouldhavepaid moreattentiontothat little
inner voice, whichtold mesomething wasnot
right.

After gettingthecheck blanks, | asked Steve
(I"'mblamingthisall onhim) for thecover and
register. Hesai d hethought they wereinthecar.

Welookedinthecar, practically tearing out
the seats, looking under them, through the
glovebox, overthevisors, under thefloor mats
and everywhere but inthe gastank. No cover.
Noregister.

| decided I’ d just writethe checks| used on
thecardboard back of thecheck blanksuntil the
cover and register were found. They were
bound to turn up — probably in a forgotten
pocket or briefcase.

Over thenext week, | wrotejust two checks.
Bothweretothegrocery, whichallowsyouto
get $50 extraover and aboveyour purchase.
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® Open season

Withthe extramoney and what westill had
fromthecheck wecashedin Colorado, wehad
enough spending money to buy our lunches
and pay for miscellaneous expenses.

Thenoneday, afriendwhoworksat thebank
tracked me down. I'm never where I’ m sup-
posed to be, and it usually takestwo to three
callstofind me. But shedid.

My checkshad bounced. Not just bounced,
but they werewritten onaclosed account at a
different bank.

What?

It seemsthat several months ago, my hus-
band (I'm blaming this all on him) changed
banksfor our personal account. Hewasn’t mad
at our old bank, but he wanted I nternet bank-
ing and the old bank didn’t offer that.

He neglected to destroy all the old checks,
however, andthey werestill inaboxinthedesk
drawer.

| calledthegrocery, immediately explaining
theproblem. | said | would redeemthechecks.
| would pay thefees. | wassorry.

They said fine, they understood, they
weren’tmad. They’ dcall assoonasthechecks
werereturned to them.

I ranhometoget theproper check blanksfor
my purse. Westill hadn’t found the cover and
register.

Inthedesk, therewerenoother check blanks.
Therewasn’'t even an empty box.

| called Steve (I’ m blaming thisall onhim).
Hesaid hethought hehad ordered new checks
but, cometo think of it, didn’t remember get-
ting any.

| called the new bank and ordered new
checks and a few homemade ones to tide us
over. They graciously complied. Why not? |
hadn’t written any checks on closed accounts
at their bank.

All duringthistime, wewerelooking every-
wherewe could think of for the missing cover
andregister. Thecover didn’t matter much, but
we needed the register to know what checks
werestill outand how muchwehadinthebank.

About aweek after wegot back, | walkedin
my office, andtherewasthecheckbook sitting
onmy desk.

Noonewill admittofindingitand puttingit
there. No one knows anything about it, espe-
cialy not me.

If anyone knows where it has been, please
call. There may beasmall reward, written on
checksfrommy old bank, for you.

Inthemeantime, I’ mblaming thisall onmy
husband.

And, canyou believeit?He' sblamingit all
onme.

Giving blood Is similar to voting

TotheEditor:

Voting issomething we consider acivic re-
sponsibility. The American Red Crosswould
likemore peopletothink of donatingblood as
asimilar duty.

One out of every two Americanswill need
bloodsometimeintheirlife, soitisvery likely
you or someone close to you will need it. A
strong blood supply alowsour community and
country to be better prepared for single- or
multiple-injury emergencies.

Many peoplethink they will wait until some-
onethey know needsblood beforethey donate.
When someone you know needs blood, it is
oftentoolatetogive. Ittakesabout 48 hoursto
processbloodandensurethatitissafefortrans-
fusion. Your blood type may not match the
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patient’stype, evenif heor sheisamember of
your family.

Only 5 percent of the population donates
blood, and demand isgrowing aslife expect-
ancies increase due to advances in medical
technol ogy. Thisleadstofregquent blood short-
ages.

If everyone donated twice a year, there
would never be ablood shortage.

TheGoodland Red Crossblooddrivewill be
from noon to 6 p.m. Thursday Sept. 4, at the
United Methodist Church. All eligibledonors
areneeded, especially thosewithtypesO-nega-
tive and O-positive. Call (800) 448-3543 to
make an appointment.

Giving blood takes about an hour, with the
actual donation lasting about seven minutes.
Your donation can help asmany asthree hos-
pital patients. Donors need to be 17 or ol der,
weigh at least 110 pounds and be in general
good health. Most medi cationsdo not prevent
you from donating.

LuellaRichardson

Sherman County Publicity Chairman

American Red Cross

School is In! Kids need community support

With the new school year come hew oppor-
tunitiesfor learning and challenges. As Gov-
ernor, quality educationfor all Kansaschildren
isatoppriority forme. Thatiswhy | protected
education from any cutsthis past year. And |
committoyoul will continuetodowhat | can
tohelpimprovetheeducationsystemfor Kan-
saschildren, familiesand teachers.

Therearethingsweasparentscandotomake
sure children have the best learning environ-
ment possible.

Communicationiskey toastudent’ ssuccess.
Gettoknow your child’ steacher. Find out how
student progressismeasured and ask how your
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child interacts with other students. Most im-
portantly, talk to the teacher about ways you
canwork together to help your child.

Schools need the support of parents and the
community tobesuccessful. Participateinschool

events. Volunteer afew hoursaweek intheclass-
roomor speak toyour child’ sclassabout your job
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or area of expertise. Join the PTA to ensure you
haveavoiceinthework of theschool or offer tc
help with aspecial school project.

Another key way for you to beinvolvedin
your child’'sschool isto attend and takepartin
my Education Policy Forums that are sched-
uled throughout the statein September.

We will be kicking off public forums on
Thursday, Sept. 11in Goodland. By attending
thisevent, you can ensureyour voiceisheard.
Wehavetheopportunity tomaketheeducation
system in Kansas number one and thisis the
first step. | encourageyouto getinvolved and
bean active part of the process.
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