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AnArmy National Guard Black Hawk helicopter from Salinalanded
atthe Colby Municipal Airport on Tuesday. The chopper, or one like
it, will be part of the “Celebration on the High Plains” at Southwind
Plaza on Saturday. Mayor Warren Hixson, City Manager Carolyn
Armstrong, Chief of Police Randy Jones, along with Leilani Tho-
mas, director of the Colby/Thomas County Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau and Jada Tubbs, Chamber director, will arrive at the
celebration site aboard the chopper. Crewmembers (left) CW3 Jim
Oliver and 2nd Lt. Randy Matthews from B Co. with the 1-108th
AVN out of Salina scope a landing spot

Photos by Tisha Cox/Colby Free Press
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Celebrationonthe High Plainsbeing held in Colby

L ooking for something to do the
weekend after Labor Day?

The second annual Celebration
ontheHighPlainsmight fitthehill
on Saturday at Southwind Plaza
south of I-70in Colby.

Thefreeportion of theevent runs
from noon to 5 p.m. Concerts will
follow featuring Lip Riddle at 6
p.m., NoParkingat 7 p.m. and head-
liners Sawyer Brown at 8:30 p.m.

JadaTubbs, director of theColby/
Thomas County Chamber of Com-
merce, said the celebration was
started last year because the town
had nofall event and peopl ethought
itwould beagoodideato celebrate
what ishere.

Theevent will start at noon with
thelanding of aU.S.Army National
GuardBlack Hawk helicopter from
Salina

Food and craft vendorswill have
booths at the festival. Tubbs said
they’ll haveitemslike kettle corn,
barbecue, snow cones, jewelry and
T-shirts. For those 21 and older,
there' |l be abeer garden.

TheThomasCounty Amusement
Associationwill havecarnival rides
set up and representativesfromthe
National Weather Service in
Goodland will be on hand.

Oakley 12-year-old appears
on K-State cooking show

Likemany kidshisage, 12-year-
old Dustin Splattstoesser’sfavorite
thing about food iseating it.

But duringarecent tapingsession
of a cooking program featuring
Kansaskids, Splattstoesser proved
that he's pretty good at cooking it,
too.

Splattstoesser, a sixth-grader at
Oakley Middle School, will befea-
tured during two upcoming epi-
sodes of Kidsa Cookin’, atelevi-
sionprogramthat airseachWednes-
day mornings at 7:10 a.m. on
KBSH-TV (Channel 7fromHays),
and at 6:10 am. (Mountain Time)
onKBSL-TV Channel 10in Good-
land

Hewill appear asaguest cook on
the program Sept. 24 and Oct. 8.
withtheshow’shost, KarenArnold
of Topeka. Splattstoesser will help
make" OrangeFluff Salad” on Sept.
24, and homemade applesauce on
Oct. 8.

Splattstoesser says his experi-
ence was “fun...| enjoy being on
television.”

Kay Splattstoesser, Dustin’s
mom, said shewasthankful for the
opportunity given her son.

“There'salot of opportunitiesin
theworldthat (people) don'talways
realize or get to see,” she said. “I
hopethat helearnsto appreciatethe
opportunities our country has to
offer, and that he understands that
hecan achievewhatever hesetshis
mindto do.”

During thetaping, Dustin’sdad,
Gary, noticed somethingwasmiss-
ing:

“Hewasnervous,” hesaid.“You
couldtell becausehedidn’t smile.”

Dustin said he got past hisearly
nervesby telling himself, “It'sjust
aTV program.”

“1’venever beenfilmed before,”
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Dustinsaid, “but | learned quickly
that youdon't haveto benervousif
youjust act regular.”

KidsaCookin' isaproject of the
Family Nutrition Program at Kan-
sas State University, which getsits
budget fromtheU.S. Department of
Agriculture' sfood stamp education
programthroughagrant fromKan-
sas Socia and Rehabilitation Ser-
vices. It targets limited income
families with tips on nutrition,
choosing healthy foods and food
safety.

The shows featuring Splatt-
stoesser were taped in June at the
KansasRegentsEducational Com-
munications Center on the K-
State campus.

In the show, Arnold helps kids
make afood item, then the two of
them sit and eat it. Nutritionists
from K -State choosetherecipesin
the show based on nutritional qual -
ity, simplicity and seasonality.
Foodsal soarechosenbecausethey
are fun to make, great to taste, and
meet the program’s educational
objective of teaching healthy food
choices.

The show madeitsdebut in July

2002, andissyndicated onfour sta-
tionsin Kansas. It is produced in
English, butalsoavailablein Span-
ish.

Theweekly cooking segments, 2
1/2 minutes long, are designed to
“fitnicelywithatelevisionstation’s
soft newsprogramming,” said Ron
Frank, executive producer and one
of thosewho created the concept of
the program.

Arnold saysthat while the show
makes cooking funfor kids, it may
asoincreasetogether timefor par-
entsand their children.

“Parentsand kidsneed activities
they candotogether,” shesaid.“An
activity like cooking is even better
whenit'sdonetogether. It giveskids
a sense of pride and accomplish-
ment. Thesearebasiccookingskills
that they’ll use forever and hope-
fully hel pthemto makebetter food
choices.”

Dustin Splattstoesser said he'sall
gamefor cookingmoreathome, “if
my mother letsme.”

For moreinformation on Kidsa
Cookin’, includingrecipesusedon
theshow, visittheWeb siteat http:/
/kidsacookin.ksu.edu/.

Classifieds work! 899-2338

You Had
Your
Hi gl% SBchoof
Dipf oral

The Goodland

Community Center
912 Main Avenue

Call for enrollment or
eligibility information at
890-8152

“Wereally encouragefamiliesto
comeout,” Tubbssaid. “It'saneat
family event to cometo.

“This event isintended to draw
fromoutsidethisarea. | think we're
getting thejob done.”

Shesaid peoplefromasfar away
asManhattan, Atchison and Derby
in Kansas and Omaha and Denver
have bought tickets to the Sawyer
Brown concert.

“Weareextremely excited about
hosting the Sawyer Brown band,”
shesaid. “If you don’t come out to
seethem, you’ re missing ashow.”

Tickets for Sawyer Brown are
$15for adults(16 and ol der) and $5
forkids4-to 15if purchased before
Sept. 6.

Theday of the show, ticketswill
be $20 and $8.

Seating ison afirst-come, first-

served basisand Tubbsencouragec
people to get there early. She said
people should bring lawn chairsor
blankets even though there are go-
ing to bebleachersavailable.

Tickets are available at several
locationsintown.

For ticketsfor information, con-
tact the Chamber at (785) 460-3401
or (800) 611-8835.

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

If not for the cost toinstall the
new computer system, Goodland
Regional Medical Center could
have made money in July. In-
stead, the hospital finished the
month with a$152,425 net | oss.

The hospital has been strug-
gling to get in the black for over
two years but has lost $569,279
sofar thisyear.

Not all of it has been a cash
loss, since the hospital’s depre-
ciationexpensefor equipment so
far hasbeen $381,404.

Depreciation expensefor July
was $52,062, and the hospital
would have had a net income of
$16,638if notfor the$169,063in
professional fees for Siemens,
thecompany thehospital bought
the computer system from.

Thehospital approvedthepur-
chase last September and has
$350,000intax credits, $100,000
from Sherman County’ ssal estax
fund and money fromthe North-
west KansasM edical Foundation
tohelppay for the$1 millionsys-

Installation of new computer
generates loss for hospital in July

Thecomputer isexpectedtosave
money in reduced man hours and
paperwork and increase the
hospital’s reimbursements from
Medicare, the state and privatein-
surancethroughmoreaccuratebill-
ing.

Board members questioned sev-
eral areas of the budget at their
meeting, last Monday, Aug. 25.

One member, Larry McCants of
First National Bank, mentionedthat
the hospital was $400,000 over
budget on salariesand wagessofar
in2003 and recommended reducing
that number.

Chief Financial Officer Andy
Laue said at last month’s meeting
that the salaries and wages were
down, at $294,041 for themonth of
June, but hadn’t been reduced as
much asofficialswould like.

Althoughtheoverall expensefor
wages and salaries was higher for
July at $303,601, L auesaid, theper-
day cost waslower, sincetherewas
onemoreday inJuly.

Board member Doug Irvin, a
farmer, asked why less was bud-
getedthisyear for suppliesbut more
had been spent. Irvin requested a

breakdown of why the budget
was set asit was, and Laue said
he would look up the informa-
tion.

New board member Darin
Neufeld, anengineer, askedwhy
there wasn’t a more detailed
breakout of supplies, for ex-
ample, settingtheofficesupplies
separate from the medical sup-
plies.

Administrator Jay Jolly said
pharmacy suppliesneeded to be
separate and that hospital offi-
cialsshouldwork ondividingthe
suppliesout more.

The patient count doesn’t tell
thewholestory whenit comesto
the pharmacy, he said, sincethe
severity of casesinfluencesthe
amount spent.

Jolly said with the heat, the
utilities expense was high be-
causethehospital’selectrichills
were huge.

Utilities for July were
$22,755. The hospital has used
$133,936 in utilities so far this
year but budgeted only $90,163
uptothispoint.

ATTENTION:

Effective Tuesday, Sept. 2nd at 5:00pm
ALL NUMBERS

at Goodland Regional Medical Center will change to
890 prefix. This includes the main number 890-3625.
Again ALL numbers at
Goodland Regional Medical Center will change to 890
prefix. If you have any questions feel free to call the
main office of GRMC at

890-36.25.
Thank you




