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from our viewpoint...

City, county need
options to avoid cuts

Theink is nearly dry on the annual budget for all Sherman
County government units, and onething that’sclear isthat cities,
counties and schoolswill continue to have problems aslong as
the stateisshort of money.

The City of Goodland decided to hold theline onits property
taxesthisyear, but thiswill meanusingitscarryover reserves. With
the state cuts from last year and this year, the city will face the
same problem next year.

The Goodland School District managed to minimize the
dreaded yo-yo effect set up by thestatewhen it changed thetime
for property tax paymentstonext May. Thedistrict’stax levy will
drop slightly thisyear, but will haveto go back up next year. The
change helps balance the state budget, but does not provide
schoolswith any real growth.

County commi ssionersspent many hourspouring over thede-
partment budgets, and wereableto keep their tax increase bel ow
doubledigits. Earlierintheyear, thecommissionerscut thesolid
wastefee by 10 percent to providealittlerelief.

Addingall thevariousbudgetstogether isthenext step, andthen
each property owner will get anotice, showinghow all thechanges
affected their taxes. With the ups and downs, officials say it's
possible many property owners will not see much increasein
taxes.

Thestate cutswereamajor factor in every board'sreview and
had alot to do with whether taxes had to berai sed.

For the city and county, one area that was hit hardest is road
maintenanceand street repair. Thereisno thought that these cuts
will bereversedinthe next few years, so maybeit'stimefor the
citizensof Sherman County tolook at an alternativeway toraise
money for our roads and streets.

Therearesignsof futureeconomic progressincludingadown-
townrevitalization programthat will improve the appearance of
Main Street and replace the brick streets— in addition to the
planned replacement of theintersectionsat 11th and 12th streets.

M eetingswere held Thursday with amanufacturing company
whichwantstorelocatefrom Californiato Goodland. Thiswould
bring at least 30 jobs and apayroll of about $40,000 per month.
Thecompany saysit hopestoincreasethework forceto 100within
ayear. Thisisnot adone deal, but the state has agreed to put up
$100,000 to help the company rel ocate.

With adedicated eff ort by thecitizensand businessesin Good-
land, this can happen, and possibly it would be that first step up
the devel opment ladder.

The potential deal is good news, and combined with severa
other projectsunder constructionor awaiting approvals, theremay
bealight at the end of thelong economic tunnel.

Theincreasein economicactivity will begoodfor usall, andit
might betimeto consider passing acountywide salestax to help
maintain and improve city streetsand county roads.

A previoussalestax wasused to upgradeold U.S. 24, whichis
avital conduit acrossthe county. Thissalestax disappeared over
ayear ago, andwiththestatecuts, itwill bedifficult for thecounty
tokeepthisroad up.

Thecity hasstreetsandintersectionsthat need attention. Many
need compl ete replacement where the base hasfailed.

A countywide salestax would providethe city and the county
money maintain our roads and improve our streets, and free us
from thewhims of Topeka. —TomBetz
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Good to see some cooler temperatures

| don’tknow about you, but I’ mhappy to see
somecooler temperatures.

WE' vejust completed anespecially hot sum-
mer acrosstheMid-West. | know that soon!’ll
be complaining about the winter’s cold, but
right now I’ mhappy to seesomerainandless-
than-one-hundred-degree days.

It seemssummer bringswithit heart-break-
ing stories of children who are l€eft in cars by
parents or caregivers. The public is outraged
by the neglect, the thoughtlessness, of these
adults. A disc jockey on theradio wasranting
and raving about having suchincompetent par-
ents sterilized. One casel read seemed to be
mostly a case of miscommunication between
theadultsinvolved, but no matter what thecir-
cumstances, itisalwaysatragedy.

I’ vethought al ot about the cases|’ ve heard
of thisyear. I'veprayed for al thefamiliesin-
volved. I'vefelt some of their feelings of loss
and hopelessness. |’ ve of course wondered,
“Why?’, asl’ msurethe parentshave, evenas
they’ ve wished to go back and live those few
hoursagain— only with adifferent outcome.
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One of my conclusions comes back to the
busy livesweall live. Parentsarebeing pulled
intoomany directions; they havetoomuchon
their minds; there isn’t enough time to prop-
erly do everything that childrenrequire.

| can understand pre-occupation. After not
having a baby in the household for about 7
years, | had another son. When hewas about
amonthold, | wenttothegrocery storewitha
friend and put my son in his carrier down in
thebottom of theshopping cart. Shewasshop-
ping; | wasjust alongfor company andtovisit.

She paid for her groceries, and we left the
store. A man camerunning after us. “Didn’'t
oneof youladiesleavesomethinginagrocery
cart?’ |, withgreat embarrassment, went back
to get my son. | wasn't used to having ababy;

I might havelefthiminacar, | guess. | wastoo
preoccupiedwithother activities. Thank good-
ness, weweren't turnedintotheauthoritiesfor
such accidentsthen.

Another time, years before, my older two
sons were with us at the Seattle Exposition.
Therewasahuge crowd. Wewere keeping an
eye on our sons, even though they weren't
keeping their eyes on us. We might have lost
oneof themif wehadn’t been payingattention.
One sensed we were gone and began running
and screaming. Hedidn’t know where hewas
going; hewaspani cked. Wewereabletododge
through the crowd and finally catch him.

My heart is broken for the parents of |ost
children, nomatter thecircumstances. Parents
aretoobusy andtoo harriedthesedays. It must
beanever-ending heartbreak to know that be-
cause of parental inattention, their own child
diedinanoverly-hot car. That surely isenough
for themto haveto endurewithout being pros-
ecuted too.

Of course, it should never happen. But some-
times, it just does.

Ship of faith needs anchor of hope

Inmy last column, | talked about theapostle
Paul’sillustrationcomparingaChristian’sfaith
to a ship, the need to build a seaworthy ship,
thestormstheshipmust weather andwhy some
experience a shipwreck of their faith. This
week, | want totalk about theship’sanchor and
what pushesit forward.

At Hebrews6:17-19, Paul addsto hisillus-
trationof theshipof faith: “Inthismanner God,
when he purposed to demonstrate moreabun-
dantly to the heirs of the promise the
unchangeableness of his counsel, stepped in
with an oath, in order that, through two un-
changeabl ethingsinwhichitisimpossiblefor
Godtolie,wewho havefledtotherefugemay
have strong encouragement to lay hold onthe
hope set before us. This hope we have as an
anchor for the soul, both sureand firm.”

A Chrigtian’s anchor is hope. That hopeis
foundinGod'sword, andit servesasananchor
becauseitissure—asmentionedinHebrews,
itisimpossiblefor Godtolie. God'spromises
aresure.

That hope keeps us from drifting into dan-
gerous seas of wickedness and lack of appre-
ciationfor God'sinstructions. What isthehope
that isso strong?

2 Peter 3:12, 13 says, “waiting for and has-
tening the coming of the day of God, because
of which the heavenswill bekindled and dis-
solved, and the elements will melt with firel
But accordingto hispromisewewait for new
heavens and a new earth in which righteous-
nessdwells.”

God promisesacoming day of destruction,
followed by “new heavens and anew earth.”
What will bedestroyed?

Earlier in 2 Peter chapter 3, in verses 9-13,
Peter talksabout oneswhowill suffer destruc-
tion: “then the Lord knows how to rescuethe
godly from trial, and to keep the unrighteous
under punishment until the day of judgment,
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and especially thosewhoindulgeinthelust of
defiling passion and despise authority. Bold
andwillful,they arenot afraidtoreviletheglo-
riousones... .likeirrational animals, creatures
of instinct, bornto be caught andkilled, revil-
ingin mattersof whichthey areignorant, will
be destroyed in the same destruction with
them, suffering wrong for their wrongdoing.
They countit pleasuretorevel inthedaytime.”

The ones destroyed have no respect for
God's authority or for the “holy ones.” who
have a share in representing that authority.
Many of those destroyed areanimalistic, giv-
ing into the impulses of fleshly desires, and
haveagreat timewithnoregardfor othersand
noappreciationfor propriety ortakingthetime
for seriouspursuits, suchashardwork andthe
study of God’sword.

Or they may be workaholics who ignore
Jesus' advicein M atthew chapter 6 not to pur-
sue material riches at the expense of God's
worship.

2 Peter 3:7 simply refersto those destroyed
at that timeas" ungodly,” and 2 Peter 2:6 says
God set the pattern for the future destruction
when hedestroyed theungodly inhabitants of
Sodom and Gomorrah. In verse 7, Peter re-
minds usthat Lot, arighteous man, was pre-
served aliveduring that destruction.

Thistells us of the hope for Christians —
they will be preserved alive through God's
coming destruction of thewicked andwill en-
joy thenew heavensand new earth, forinthem,
righteousnesswill dwell.

Revelation 21: 1-4 tells us that in the new

earth, there will be no mourning, outcry or
death and that God will bewith mankind.

Having this hope for the future, anchors &
Christian’s faith, helping him to endure the
storms he faces. No matter what trials come
uponaChristian, heknowsthingswill bebet-
ter inthe future, and that helps him to remain
faithful to God, whose promisesarereliable.

Hope is the anchor, but what motivates &
Christian? What moves him forward? Mark
12: 28-30 says, “ And one of the scribes came
up and heard them di sputing with oneanother,
and seeing that he answered them well, askec
him, ‘ Whichcommandmentisthefirst of all ?
Jesusanswered, ‘ Thefirstis, “Hear, O Isragl:
The Lord our God, the Lord is one; and you
shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, andwith all your soul, and with all your
mind and with all your strength.”"”

Love for God motivates Christians. Since
they are commanded to love God, does that
meanitisforcedin order to be obedient?

Christians can have the joy described in
Psalm 84:10, 11: “For aday in thy courtsis
better than a thousand elsewhere. | woulc
rather beadoorkeeper inthehouse of my Goo
than dwell in the tents of wickedness. For the
Lord Godisasunand shield; hebestowsfavor
and honor.”

Recognizing thevalueof theblessings God
has already bestowed on them and of thoseto
come, Christiansprefer evenalowly position
asthe doorkeeper of God's houseto enjoying
themselvesintherevelry of wicked ones.

Itisthislovefor Godand appreciationof him
that motivates Christians.

Having aloveof God andtheassurancethat
his promisesfor abetter futurewill cometrue
keeps a Christian steady and motivated in
studying God'sword and applyingitscounsel
in hislifeand in sharing that knowledge with
others.
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