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from our viewpoint...

Memories of 9-11
as clear 2 years later

There are momentsin life that we cannot shake, and some of
those have become national days of remembrance.

Theterrorist attacks of two yearsago, themorning of Sept. 11,
may be another to add to those.

I know that week will alwaysbeimportanttome, asl washeaded
out toHouston the next day for my ol dest daughter’ swedding on
Saturday. We had been planning to fly, but | decided acouple of
weeksbefore that wewould drive down to save some money.

| didn’t know how right | was, but then therewasthe gasprice
scarethat sent prices up to nearly $2 or higher per gallonimme-
diately following the attacks.

Asthebody count mounted, welearnedthat afamily friendwho
works for atelephone company had been transferred out of the
Twin Towers and waswatching from the roof of anearby build-
ing that morning.

Aswetraveled south of Houston, it wasinteresting to seethe
newspaper coverage, andtowatchthetelevisionnewsinthevari-
ouscities.

After the wedding, we stayed afew days and headed back to
home. | did not makeaquick returnbecausel had devel opedblood
clotsin my legsand some had traveled to my lungs. Thisput me
inahospital in Colorado for fivedays, and delayed my returnto
the newspaper until the beginning of October.

| remember Dr. NatalieGriegotellingmel waslucky tobealive,
and somehow | felt akinship to those who had survived the at-
tacksin New York and Washington.

Yes, | remember 9-11 for morethan just theterrorist attacks. |
hopethat peopl e attend the ceremony in Goodland on Thursday
to show they remember, too.

There are other eventsthat loom largein my life, but 9-11is
second only to the death of President John F. Kennedy on Nov.
22,1963. | thought about that when we drove through Dallasin
September two years ago and passed near Dealey Plazaand the
TexasBook Depository.

Other well-remembered daysin our history includetheend of
WorldWar | whichwasat the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th
month in 1918, and today we celebrate as Veterans Day on Nov.
11. Memorial Day at theend of May wasfirst cel ebrated asaday
of remembrancefor the Civil War, andisnow aday to remember
all those who have died whether in service to the country or our
family and friends.

Remembering the events of 9-11 brings alot of thoughts to
mind, and reminds us we have not finished the task of bringing
al those responsible to justice. While we may never find them
al, we, asanation, need to renew our resolve to seethe war on
terrorism through. — Tom Betz

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and welcomes | etters
from readers. L etters should be typewritten, and must include
atelephone number and asignature. Unsigned letterswill not
be published. Form letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive.
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and good taste.
We encourage | etters, with address and phone numbers, by e-
mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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YOU CAN'!

PAY FOR COLLEGE
WITH ONE WEEKEND
A MONTH AND
TWO WEEKS A YEAR...

ARMY NATIONAL GUARD...

GO TO DOSNIA..
AFGHANISTAN...
IRAQ...LIBERIA...
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Package took a ‘slow boat to China

My daughter put the package on aslow boat
to China. Unfortunately, | had left whenit ar-
rivedandittook another year toget back tome.

When my daughter and son-in-law left
Lawrence for Augusta, Ga., three years ago,
they had abox of videosthat they didn’t get sold
at their yard sale.

That summer, | bought anew televisionwith
avideo cassetteplayer attachment for our sum-
mer homein Colorado. Wedon't get television
out there, but avideo now and thenintheeve-
ningswould benice, | decided.

After blowing my wad on the set, though, |
didn’'t have any moremoney for videos. | fig-
ured | could rent them.

That waswhen daughter offeredtotrademe
her unwanted, unused videos(they had gotten
aDVD player) for something | had that she
wanted.

| sent the item — this was three years ago,
and | don’t remember what it was— right off
to her. She promised to send the videos right
away.

They didn’'t come and they didn’t come. |
mentioned them atime or two, but they were
boxed up in the basement, attic or shed, de-
pending onwhich of thethreehousesthey were
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inover thenext year.

Finally, they bought their own place last
year, and | figured they would finally get ev-
erything unloaded and I’ d get the videos. By
thistimel had acquired acoupleof $5bargain
videos, including three episodes of Bonanza.

WhenwewereinAugustalast year, | asked
about thevideos. They wereinthe shed under
aton astuff, she said. She’ d get them out be-
foreweleft.

Weleft videoless.

“That'sOK,” shesaid. “I’ll mail them.”

Thosewords came back to haunt her.

Shetried, shesaid. Shetook themtothepost
office, whichisonly ablock from where she
lives. Itwasclosed. It wasalwaysclosed. She
never seemedtobeabletofigureout whenthey
were open.

Shetook them to the big post office down-
town. They wereclosed.

Never mind, | said, bring them to New Or-
leans.

We were meeting in New Orleansin June.
They were driving. We wereflying. We were
going to have alot of fun and take those vid-
eoshomeinthesuitcase.

| evenleft roominthesuitcase.

She forgot to get the videos out of the car,
though, and it wasin the parking garage. She
said she' d get them for mewhen wel eft.

They drove usto the airport and the porter
tried to hand me araggedy box of junk. No, |
said, that’snot mine.

Wrong!

Weflew off and the videosremained in the
car, alongwithall her other junkintheraggedy
box.

It'sbeen two months since then.

The other day abox arrived. It was full of
videos — everything from exercise tapes to
“TheMask.”

Therewereal soacoupleof stringsof Mardi
Grasbeadsinside.

| figure she had to go back to New Orleans
to find an open post office, or maybe shejust
sent them off two months ago— by boat.

Now, | wonder, how did sheget thosebeads?

Saving for college: Can you afford to wait?

September has officially been proclaimed
“College SavingsMonth” inthe state of Kan-
sas. | hope you will consider starting a new
Learning Quest account for achildinyour life,
or, if you already have aplandcontributeto it
today!

If you areaparent or grandparent who hasa
childorlovedoneplanningtoattendacollege,
university or votech school in the future you
will want to savethiscolumn. Every year col -
lege costscontinuetoincrease and every year
parentsand studentsareforced tofigureout a
way to bridge the gap. In the last two years
alone, someK ansasstudentshavebeenforced
tocopewithover a43percenttuitionincrease.
(Thefollowingarecombinedtwo-year tuition
increases from the Kansas Board of Regents:
KansasStateUniversity, 43.2 percent; Univer-
sity of Kansas42.2 percent; Ft. HaysState14.5
percent.)

If this number seems staggering, the more
staggeringthoughtisthat thistrendisnotlikely
to reverseitself. As aparent of two myself,
news like thisis enough to send me over the
edge.

But what canbedoneabout this?Theanswer
tothisiseasier than you might imagine. Take
adeep breath, plan, and theninvest.

The State of Kansas hasaplan to help with
therising costsof education. ItiscalledLearn-
ing Quest anditisthestate’s529 College Sav-
ings Plan. Learning Quest is administered by
my officeand managed by American Century
Investments. TheprogramallowsK ansasresi-
dentstoreceiveanincometax deductionof up
to $2,000 ($4,000 for couples, filing jointly)
per beneficiary, per year. Plus, therearenostate
orfederal incometaxesfor qualifiedwithdraw-
als. (Federa taxinformationistheresult of the
2001 Tax Actandiseffectivethrough Dec. 31,
2010, and may or may not beextended past that

lynn
jenkins

® state treasurer

datewith further legislative action. The State
of Kansas has no sunset period currently in
place for income tax on qualified withdraw-
as)

For as little as an initial contribution of
$500.00 or $25.00 monthly, Kansasresidents
can begininvesting for their childrenisfuture
usingtheinvestment portfolio of their choice.
Withtherecent addition of theMoney Market
Portfolio, youcaninvestinaconservativefund
that seekstomaintaina$1.00 shareprice. (An
investment in the money market portfoliois
neither insured nor guaranteed by theFDIC or
any other government agency. Yieldswill fluc-
tuate, and although the portfolio seeksto pre-
serve the value of your investment at $1 per
share, itispossibletoloose money by invest-
ingintheportfolio.)

Thereistruly something for every type of
investor.

We arein the business of helping Kansans
reach their goal of investing for and further-
ing their education. Learning Quest provides
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families with the tools necessary to achieve
this. What could be better than that?

Approximately 26,000 Kansans have al-
ready started a Learning Quest account,
shouldn’t you? For moreinformationyou can
call toll-freeat 1-800-579-2203 or visit“ http:/
/www.K ansasStateTreasurer.com.”

Unfortunately likedeath andtaxes, increas-
ing tuition costs seem to be afact of life. But
unlike death and taxes we can do something
about them. Join mein helping to spread the
word about this great program. Together, we
canhelp our Kansaschildrenunlock thedoors
totheir future successes.

Aswith any investment, withdrawal value
may bemoreor lessthan original investment.
Anaccount owner investingina529 plan out-
side of the state in which they pay taxes may
lose any tax benefits offered by their own
state’'splan.

TheKansassystemisadministered by State
Treasurer Lynn Jenkins, CPA and M anaged by
American Century Investment Management,
Inc.

Notice: Accounts established under L earn-
ing Quest andtheir earningsareneitherinsurec
nor guaranteed by the State of Kansas, the
Kansas State Treasurer or American Century.
Learning Quest is distributed by American
Century Investment Services, Inc.
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WHEN IT FREEZES OVER,
WE CAN GO SKATING




