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from our viewpoint...

Bush says right thing
about ongoing war

President Bush said theright thing the other nightina
low-key speech about thewar on terrorism.

It'sgoingtocost us,inlivesandin cash, hesaid, but we
haveto finish what we' ve begun here.

What theterroristswant isfor Americato retreat.

That’swhat they’ vewanted all along.

They destroyed the World Trade Center and tried to
downthe Pentagon becausethey want usout of their part
of theworld.

They hate usand our way of life. They won't leave us
alone, evenif wewithdraw all our troopsfromAfghani-
stanand Irag.

And it would bewrong to do that anyway.

We promised freedomto the oppressed peopl eof those
two lands.

Freedomfromthereligiouszeal otsof theTaliban. Free-
dom from the torture and mass killings under Saddam
Hussein.

We need to keep that promise. We would dishonor the
American soldiers, theAfghan soldiersand thelragi pa-
triotswho havedied sofar if we pulled out.

Their desthswould beinvain.

Ted Kennedy and alot of the Democrat candidatesfor
president want us to pull out, to turn tail and run home
because peopleare shooting at us.

Thepresident madeit pretty clear whenwestarted this
effort two years ago that it would not be quick, easy or
cheap. Nothing has changed.

The Taliban, armed and encouraged by Osama bin
L aden’sal Qaida, ismakinganattempt toretakeAfghani-
stan. Coalitiontroopsareneeded to support thenew gov-
ernment asit fightsthem.

Americantroopswill beshot at, and yes, somewill die.
But we can't afford to let this country go back whereit
was, abase and sanctuary for international terrorists.

InIraqg, foreignforcesincluding al Qaidaaretryingto
mount oppositionto our army. Of course, they don’ t want
usthere. Bin Laden and hisbuddiesdon’t want ustowin.

Andthey don’t want to seeafree, democratic Irag that
might not toethelinewith their strict form of Islam.

Wewere hailed asliberators by the common peoplein
boththesenations. Wehaveacompact withthosepeople
to protect their liberty, and we need to honor that.

Moreimportantly for us, we need to keep theforces of
terrorismontherun. We' rewinning thiswar, butitisfar
fromover.

It'snotimefor retreat. The president put it well:

“We are fighting that enemy in Iraq and Afghanistan
today, sothat wedo not meet himagainonour own streets,
inour owncities.”

He'sright. — Steve Haynes
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Celebrating Grandparents Day

| don’t know about you, but | helped cel-
ebrate Grandparent’s Day last Sunday.

All thegrandparentsin our church stood up
and were applauded. Then all the grandchil-
drenwereaskedtostand. Youshould haveseen
the confusion on somefaces. | think only the
oneswhohadliving grandparentsfinally stood,
but aren’t we all grandchildren of someone?

| didn’t have any grandchildrenwithwhom
to celebrate in person, but | spent some time
thinking about my family. My children and
grandchildren arescattered all over theworld.

Thegrandchildrenhavegrownupseemingly
overnight, and | hardly got to know them.
There's no chance to worry over them much
because | don’'t know what they’reinto; I'm
grateful that there's also little need to worry
about them. However, just theworld situation
isenough to make mewonder about the chal-
lengesthey faceandwill faceintheir lifetimes.

| remember things about my own children,
andwishl’ dtakentimetojust enjoy themmore.
They weresuchgoodkids. Mannerly and con-
siderate. Smart, but alsowith alot of common
sense. | was always proud to takethemout in
public. | hope they felt the same about their
mother.

| remember our teasing our oldest about his
always needing to know the details— where
we'regoing, how we'll get there, etc. Hisper-
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sonality was 180 degrees different from the
second son’s. Number Two was happy-go-
lucky, content to et otherstake careof things.
Number Threeson seemedtoalwaysbeagood
mixtureof theother two. Asadults, they carry
someof thesametraits, but others(somevery
unexpected) haveemergedinsurprisingways.
| love thethree of them though and am proud
of them.

| brought out some quotes I’ d saved about
rearing children, so|’ll sharethem:

“Growing childrenislike growing plants:
They take alot of nurturing and cultivation.
Herearesomethingsthat childrenlearnonthe
way togrowingup: 1. Catsdon’tlikewater. 2.
When Momismad at Dad, don’tlet her brush
your hair. 3. If your sister hitsyou, don't hit her
back. They alwayscatchthesecond person. 4.
Youcan'ttrust dogstowatchyour food. 5. You
can'thideapieceof broccoliinaglassof milk.
6. Don't wear polka-dot underwear under
whiteshorts. 7.Whenyou' resad, thebest place
to beis Grandpa'slap.” — Thanks to Kathy

Gaskins, Brighton, Colo.

I’ dliketo havebeenaround more, sothat my
grandchildrencould havelearnedthat last one.
I’m afraid they have entirely different ideas
about me — more like “The Invisible
Grandma.”

| appreciate children, but was never oneto
“fall al over them.”

ThisquotefromMary HigginsClark’ sbook
All Through the Night reminded me of me:
“Bessiewasnever onetofall all over children,
asl recdl. Infact, | remember when someone
asked her if shewassorry shehadn’t hadafam-
ily, shesaid, * Peoplewith children and people
without them feel sorry for each other.””

| certainly never regretted having children,
but never truly understood the myopic nature
of somegrandparentseither—withall thepic-
turesand storiesto show andtell any available
acquaintanceor “victim.”

Thisquotel wish!l’dreadmuchearlierinlife:
“Don’tworry that childrennever listentoyou;
worry that they are always watching you.”
Raobert Fulghum

Kind of scary, isn’tit?

Children watch first to emulate and later,
seemingly, tocriticize.

Thank goodness, most families can over-
comeall that and still love each other.

Haste makes you go back for what you forgot

Haste makes you turn around and go back
hometo pick up what you forgot.

I’ ve been running back and forth and up and
down lately, and about half the time that means
I’ mretracing my steps.

Last week, it meant an extratrip to Norton on
Saturday afternoon.

Saturday ismy timetowrite. | sit downat my
littledesk in the kitchen with ahot cup of coffee
and write sports, columns and other works of
deathless prose. In the afternoon, | return to the
computer withabowl of popcornandadiet Coke
and do artificial resuscitation on the deathless
worksof prose.

Lastweek, | sat downtowriteupmy notesfrom
the Norton City Council.

Thecouncil had had oneof thoseedge-of-your
seat meetings. Firstyousitononeedgeof theseat,
then on ancther, hoping for some relief from a
numb gluteusmaximus. | havethesameproblem
during the sermon in church sometimes.

My notebook wasgone. Itwasn’tinmy car, on
my desk or at the Oberlinoffice. It wasn’t next to
the bed, on the kitchen or dining room tables or
intheliving room.

| called Dick Boyd, former publisher of The
Telegram, in Norton and implored him to go
check the office. He did and, sure enough, my
notebook wasbeside my desk, right wherel had
left it while rushing off theday before.

Aroundtripbetween Oberlinand Nortonisn't
that big of adeal, but it was more than an hour
out of my writingtimeand acoupleof gallonsof
gas.

Steve has the same problem of rushing off as
he speeds towards Goodland most days of the
week. Since he can only get one and one-half
round trips between Oberlin and Goodland, he
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spendsalot of timeat the gas pump. That pump
isfrequently in Selden or Bird City, depending
on hisroute.

Herefusesto fill the tank until it islessthan
one-fourth full and frequently coastsinto town
after midnight with that littlered light that says
you’ reabout to run out of gasglaring at him.

I’ sthesameat home. Weboth runhomefrom
different directions and start tossing supper to-
gether.

Inthe summer, weliketo cook outside on our
charcoal grill.

More than once, the pork chops, steak or
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chickenhavetasted amazingly likekerosenebe-
cause we haven't waited long enough for the
starter to burn off beforetossing the meat onthe
grill.

Son Lacy learned ahard lesson in not rushing
into things.

Heand sister Lindsay spent L abor Day week-
end at our placein Colorado. Onarriving at the
house, hewasthirsty and grabbed acarton of or-
angejuice and downed acouple of glasses. The
next morning he had another one.

By afternoon he had stomach cramps and di-
arrhea. He didn’t think to check the expiration
dateonthejuiceuntil thelast of it cameoutinz
largegreen lump.

| can’timaginethat thejuicetasted very good,
but he said it seemed fine until theend.

I’mjust glad hefinished off thejuice, because
I’'m awaysin ahurry to fix breakfast, and I'm
going out to Col orado next week.
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