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Governor opens statewide education forum

FORUM, from Page 1

theNorthwest KansasEducational Service
Center of Oakley, said she agreed withthe
governor’svisionof educationandtheidea
that education doesbegin at birth.

Shesaid somechangesareneededinthe
special educationareaandthat shefeltthey
had to be careful about “|abel-based fund-
ing.” She did not think she liked the cen-
tralized funding of early childhood pro-
gramswithout moreinformation.

Ed Hammond, president of Fort Hays
StateUniversity, hadaletter fromthestate’'s
deans of education, saying the deans sup-
port therecommendationsof theeducation
team, andthat they weregladto seeaseam-
lessquality “P-16" systemincluded inthe
recommendations. P-16 isdefined as pre-
school throughthefour yearsof higher edu-
cation, asopposedtotheusual “K-12" des-
ignation.

Theletter included anumber of sugges-

tions about devel oping a system to recruit
and retain competent teachers. One of the
suggestionswasto providehealth benefits
statewidethrough a state program.

CurtisWilsonof CheyenneWells, Colo.,
asked to have aletter read from the finan-
cial aid office at Kansas University deny-
ing ayoung girl’sapplicationto haveresi-
dent tuition.

Wilson said the girl had started at the
university ona$b,000scholarship, andthat
she had done all the things that were re-
quired to become aKansascitizen.

“Ithink itisaproblemwhenour children
are having trouble finishing their educa-
tion,” Wilson said.

“Let megetthat totheright folks,” Gov.
Sebeliussaid. “1 cannot guaranteeachange,
but | will seeit getsreviewed.”

A lady asked what happened to the lot-
tery money. Shethought it wassupposedto
be used for education.The governor said
most | ottery money wasdesignated for eco-

nomic development and prisons. She said
therest can be used for other projectsdes-
ignated by the L egislature.

“1 know al ot of peopl ethought education
was to get lottery funds,” Sebelius said,
“but it wasnot inthelaw.”

Ron Clark, aschool board member from
Oakley, said hefelt thesystemwaspicking
on thewrong people by using the property
tax to raise money for education.

“l don’'t have an answer to where the
money should comefrom,” hesaid, “but |
was wondering if we shouldn’t consider
taxing education degrees. Aren’t they
worth something.

“Wecould chargethosewith degreeslike
wedo farmers, with atwo-year degree be-
ingworthtwoquartersof land, abachelor’s
degreeworthfour quarters, amaster’ would
be six to eight quarters and adoctor’s de-
greewould beup to 12 quarters.”

“1 believethisforumhasalready el evated
education a couple of notches,” said Ken

Clouse, president of theNorthwest Kansas
Technical College. “Money isthe critical
issue. Weneedtobecomemoreactivewith
thecitizenry.

“Not everyone needs a bachelor’s de-
gree. Weneed Main Street peopletodothe
jobslikeair conditioning repair and car re-
pair.

“Another problem is that 30 percent of
the students we see come unprepared to
learn. Weneedto put moreemphasisonthe
ideathat educationisfromthewombtothe
tomb.”

Amy lhrig, an early childhood teacher,
said shefelt education must start even be-
forepre-school.

Pat Paul sen, afirst gradeteacher, saidshe
thought that astablefamily isimportant for
children.

“Having two parentsisimportant,” she
said.“ | seemoresuccessinthestudentsthat
have both parents.”

Lindsey Imig, aneighth gradeteacherin

her third year, said she wanted to say on
behalf of the younger teachers that the
mentoring programisvery helpful.

Harvey Swager, Goodland High school
Principal, said he had been here for nine
years, and that these daysit is had to find
good teachers and they are having troubl e
finding science and physicsteachers.

Carl Pratt, aHoxie High junior, said he
hoped to continue his education in music
and drama.

“1 want to be ableto pay for it,” he said.
“1 am looking for agood school in Kansas
wherel can continue my education.”

In closing, Gov. Sebelius encouraged
thosewho attended to send their comments
intothestate.

“We areinterested in what you have to
say,” she said. “ Coming to these sessions
gives us a chance to look at education
through adifferent lens.

“Itisimportant to look at the future and
our education system.”
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By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

Nearly six tons of materials
was dropped off by county resi-
dents Saturday morning at the
Sherman County Household
Hazardous Wastefacility.

Althoughthenumber of people
who dropped off materials, 92,
wasfewer than the previoustwo
drop-offs, a record amount of
materials was gathered, 11,791
pounds.

Rural Fire Chief Kenny Grif-
fith, the county’s household
waste coordinator, said this ex-
ceeded the previous record by
morethan 300 pounds.

“Itwasasuccess, and | want to
thank everyone for participat-

ing,” Griffith said. “I want to
thank the volunteers for their
help.”

Griffith emphasized that the
amount of material gathered Sat-

County Commissioner Mitch Tiede scraped as much as possible
out each can of flammable material he handled Saturday morn-
ing. The materials were emptied from their individual containers

Six tons of materials collected

urday, and the previoustwo times,
istoxic or harmful substances that
will not end upinthecounty’sland-
fill where it could contaminate
ground water.

Helping Griffithand Daryl West,
head of thecounty’ sNoxiousWeed
Department, as volunteers were
County Commissioner Mitch
Tiede; William M cK night of Good-
land, county building superinten-
dent; CurtisWay, manager of pub-
licworks; and Griffith’'ssonDavid.

Karen Purvis, one of two full-
time environmental associates at
the Ellis County Environmental
Office, was there to supervise the
operation and provide technical
expertise.

Her presence was necessary be-
cause none of the county workers
hascompl eted thehazardouswaste
training required for certification.

Residents were able to drive up
right next to where the materials

into 55-gallon drums for shipment to Hays.
Photos by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News

were being sorted and unl oad.

Materials were separated in cat-
egories, suchasflammableliquids,
|atex paints, acids, poi sonsand bat-
teries.

Thematerial swerethenweighed
and“bulked” for transporttoHays.

The Sherman County facility is
one of 10 satellite facilities of the
EllisCounty Environmental Office.

InHays, thewasteisconsolidated
with shipmentsfromtheother sites
or gathered in Ellis County, then
held until it canbetakentodisposal
site, depending on the type of ma-
terial.

The first customers Saturday
were Larry and Gary McClung of
Goodland, who dropped off aload
of wastefor DennisSaint, whowas
out of town.

Therewere 18 customersduring
thefirst hour, then the pace picked
up and by the end of the morning,
an average of 23 residents per hour

were dropping off items.

Amongthematerialsdropped
off were paint (latex and oil-
based), stains, pesticides, adhe-
sives, anti-freeze and cosmetics
(nail polish and remover).

Although not every item was
hazardous, Purvis said that if
residents had any doubt about
whether something shouldgoin
thedump, they should play it safe
and bringitin.

L atex paintisconsidered non-
hazardous.

Itissorted by general colorand
consolidatedintolarger contain-
ers.

Thispaintisavailablefree. For
information, call Griffithat (785)
821-1024.

Griffith said the next collec-
tion will probably bein April.
Way saidthat duetovolume, the
county isconsideringincreasing
the number of collection days.

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-

port errors. We believe that news
should befair and factual . Wewant
tokeep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.
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Of Summer!

Sat., Sept. 20t

in Sharon Springs

A whole day of fun for everyone!

*Community Garage Sale -- Great bargains!!

*Mud Volleyball

*Farmer’s Market
*Food Vendors
*Quilt Show

To sign up for volleyball call
Sharon Rohr at 785-852-4203
days or 785-852-4117 evenings

*Kids Games

*Evening BBQ at the CAB-5 p.m.
*$2 Movie “Finding Nemo” @ Strand Theater-8 p.m.

Come Join The
Sponsored by the
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Wallace County Chamber of Commerce

You Had
Your
Hi gﬁ LBchoof
D pf orma?

The Goodland

Community Center
912 Main Avenue

Call for enrollment or
eligibility information at
890-8152

Sebelius stops here

GOVERNOR, from Page 1

schools,” she said. “We know that
Kansansdemand prioritiesfor their
tax dollars, andthat educationisone
of thehighest. Most of all, wewant
to find Kansas systems that work.
Whilethefederal programsareim-
portant, they are not without some
problems.

“We want to look at how we do
thisin Kansas, and feel thisismore
thana‘K-16" program. We need to
put more emphasis on the pre-

school and have more good teach-
ersfor the youngest children. Our
parentsarecritical tothesuccessof
our education system.”

Sebeliussaid shedelayedimple-
mentation of thenew “ destination”
salestax system because shedidnot
want to impose a burden on Main
Street businesses.

“We are one of thefirst statesto
dothis,” shesaid.“| believewecan
make it work, but until the details
are completed, we do not want tc
put any burdensonour businesses.”

Day honorsservice

CEREMONY, from Page 1

Pearl Harbor and 9/11. He de-
scribed hisexperienceswhileserv-
ing inthe U.S. Army in the final
monthsof WorldWar |1 and Korea.
Tedford brought mementos of his
serviceto sharewith the audience.
ConnieJo Johnson, anurse'saide
at the Goodland Regional Medical
Center, talked about what it meant
tohertobeanAmericanandamem-
ber of the medical profession. She
was followed by Dr. Travis Daise,
representing thearea’ sphysicians,
who spoke of the pride he and his
colleaguesfelt for themedical per-
sonnel whoworkedtirelessly isre-
sponseto the 9/11 catastrophe.
John Boyington, asix-year U.S.
Navy veteran, was serving on the
USSMaryland duringtheattack on

The Motivation, Achievement,
Success Youth Group invites
you to support &
join our

Smoke-Free,
Clean-Air

partners

Dairy
Queen
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2402 . Picnic 1631 Main
Commerce in the Park
Rd. 1016 Main

“tobacco-free youth” project
made possible through a grant
from the
American Legacy Foundation
cal Crisat
899-3848.

Pearl Harbor and remainedwiththe
ship throughout thewar.

Chester returned to the podium
and recognized law enforcement
officersand volunteer firemen. He
saidheadmiredthemfortheir dedi-
cation and thanked them for their
service. He next saluted those at-
tending who currently servein the
military andthosewhoareveterans.

The high school show choir, the
“X-Pressos,” led by choral music
director Randy Berls, followedwith
arenditionof “ God BlesstheUSA.”

Pastor Robert Snyder of Grace
Fellowship Churchgavetheclosing
benediction. Theserviceconcluded
with the retirement of the colors
while“ Taps” was being played by
Isabel Hellerud of Goodland ac-
companied by Michael Mangus, ¢
senior at Goodland High School.




