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from our viewpoint...

Hot topic this year
consolidation, again

Other thanthestate’' schronicfinancial embarrassment, thehot
topicin Kansasthisyear will be consolidation.

Not school consolidation, whichgot talkedintotheground last
year, but government consolidation.

A state audit report reveal sthat we have more than 3,400 tax-
ingdistricts, including 105 counties, 303 school districtsand more
than 1,200townships. Kansansareovergoverned and overtaxed,
thereport shows. Consolidation seemsto betheobviousanswer,
but how do you makeit work, and will it really save money?

Theanswersare not easy.

Asthereport notes, there hasn’t been much government con-
solidationto study. Kansas City, Kansas, and Wyandotte County
merged a couple of years ago under one unified commission.
Today, they have one police department, one street department,
onemayor, onecourt system. But two smaller citiesinthecounty
kept their local governments.

It's easy to see that most Kansas counties, relatively small in
size, with onedominant town, could consolidate city and county
government and gain in efficiency. The downside is minimal,
unlessyou hold one of thejobsthat would be eliminated.

The savings from consolidating city and county government
would bereal, but limited. They come mostly from having one
publicworksdirector, onepolicechief, onefinancial officer, one
clerk, onegoverning board.

Workers, peoplewho do actual jobs, would beneededin about the
samenumbers. You' d have the same number of jailers, patrol offic-
ers, desk clerksand meter readers. Many costswould not change.

Buttheideamakessense. It'sparticularly unfair,inmany ways,
to make city residents pay for county services and county resi-
dentsto pay for city services.

Politicsistheproblem. All those public employeesand el ected
officialswho’ d beaffected would beunlikely to support amerger.
Who could blamethem?

Merging whol ecountieswould beaharder sell. Whileit'strue
that, usingthe 19th century standard of acitizen being ableto get
tothecounty seat and back inaday’ sdrive, you couldservenorth-
west Kansaswithoneor twocounties, it'snot likely peoplewoul d
seethat asafavorableform of government.

County governmentisnot, after all, abusiness. It’spolitics,and
people want to have a sense of connection to their government.
One big county would be distant and impersonal. There would
benoformto makeit human and accessible, not likegoing down
to complainto threefriendsand neighbors.

Townships, there’ sanother story. There'snoreasoninthe21st
century to have townships. Many have trouble electing athree-
member board. But township budgets average in the low thou-
sands, and the savingsfrom eliminating themwould beminimal.

They’ remoreof anirritant than an expense.

Andthenthereareschool districts. We' vediscussed that prob-
lem. Assmall rural schoolslose students, they tend to eliminate
themselves. It'sas ow but certain process.

Consolidationisanideawhosetimehascome. It'shere, it will
happen. First, the L egislature needs to make consolidation pos-
sible by removing all barriersto mergerswithin, among and be-
tween counties, citiesand special districts. ThelL egislatureneeds
to make consolidation possible, even desirabl e, then stand back.

If consolidation makessense, andtheenvironmentisright, it’ll
happen. L et citizensand votersdecidehow andwhen, andlet them
makeuptherules. Theanswer may bedifferentindifferenttowns,
but that’snot bad, either.

Just et it happen. — Steve Haynes
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GOOD NEWS, DAD...
THE GOVERNOR HAS
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As a child | truly loved school

| don’'t know about you, but when | was a
child I loved school — mainly becausel truly
thought therewould comeaday when |’ dknow
everything.

| loved geography and seeing where our
country wasontheworldinrelationto others.

| wanted to absorb all of history so | could
understand why and how thingshad happened.

| loved thelogic of math and geometry. And
| wanted to speak and write correctly.

Withall that, I still enjoyed gamesand sports.

Howeverthey werejustinterestingsidelines
tomy education.

Now " mwell ontheother sideof childhood,
andthetruthispainfully clear. 1’1l never know
everything. I'll never understandit all.

Historyismovingsofast | can’tkeepup, and
humanity’s mistakes continue to be repeated.
Yet, | can’t hel p but wonder how current events
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can be understood at all without a working
knowledgeof thepast.

What | seeishumankindawaystendstore-
act and over-react to current eventsinstead of
planning preventivetactics.

And geography. I'm not surethat subjectis
even taught in school anymore, and it seems
more pertinent than ever. The world map
changesfaster than map and globemakerscan
keep up. Countries split up and change their
namesall thetime; | never thought the Soviet
Unionhadever beenorwouldever beanything

but the Soviet Union.

My sister had afriendincollege (yearsago)
from Latvia, and | remember her saying that
her country didn’t exist anymore.

| didn’t understand then, but | do now. Just
try to keep all the countries of Eastern Europe
andAfricastraight!

My twooldest grandchildrenarebothincol-
legethisyear. Oneisasenior at VirginiaTech
and the other afreshmanin Durango, Colo.

Itseemsimpossible; theyearshaveflownby.
| wonder if they look forward to the day when
school will bebehind them, nomoretextbooks,
no moretests. If they learn anything, | hopeit
isthat thereisawaysmoreto know.

Learning isalife-long process. And as ex-
citing assportsmay be, they arenowhere near
asimportantinlifeasscholarship, knowledge
and wisdom.

Dems now have real candidate for President

Thereisnow a10th candidatefor theDemo-
cratic presidential nomination, retired general
Wesley Clark.

Tomethat’ sgood news. Except for Howard
Dean, none of the other candidates have any
seriouscredibility andthey’ redefinitely arenot
presidential material.

Professional Washington politicians don’t
have that leadership quality that a president
should have. That eliminates Dick Gephardit,
Joe Lieberman, John Kerry, Carol Moseley
Braunand Bob Graham. Sofor methat cutsthe
pack in half.

John EdwardsbeganhisfirsttermintheU.S.
Senatein 1999 and hasno other solid political
experience. | grant that someone new to the
political game as president might be refresh-
ing, but thisisnot thetime. Let's seewhat he
doesin thefuture; then who knows?

There has been alot of debate lately, and
some confrontation, concerning separation of
church and state, which | support wholeheart-
edly. Therefore theidea of anyone with Rev-
erend (or any other religioustitle) in front of
his name as President is simply unthinkable.
Controversial or not, theRev. Al Sharptonfalls
into that category.

DennisKucinichalsofallsintothecategory
of professional palitician, but| haveapersonal
reason for dismissing him asalegitimatecan-
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didate. Whileonactiveduty intheU.S. Army,
| was stationed in Cleveland during histerm
as mayor and saw how things ran under his
administration. (Let’'sjust say not very well.)
Perhapsmost would consider that ancient his-
tory, 1977-1979, or accuse me of holding a
grudge, but he hasn’'t done anything since to
change my opinion.

ThatleavesHoward Dean. Thereasonhehas
credibility with meis| consider amulti-term
governor as one who has demonstrated his
|eadership abilitiesand political savvy. Inad-
dition, Dean gains points because he did not
seek re-election in 2002 so he could concen-
trateonhiscampaign, notlikesomecandidates
runforre-electionintheir current officewhile
running for another “just in case.”

The problem isthat Dean was governor of
Vermont. Not tobelittlethestateor thebreadth
of hisresponsibility or achievement, but | ead-
ership of asmall state by size and population
does not devel op sufficient confidencein his
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ability to run the nation. Still he was the best
of the Democratic hopefuls.

Yes, Graham was amulti-term governor of
Florida, but that was over 20 yearsago. It'se
different country now.

Now the Democrats have Clark, with his
impressive educational and military back-
ground. Reachingfour starsintoday’smilitary
reguirespolitical savvy. Surehedoesn’'t have
actual experience, but | bet hefully understands
it.

Clark’s term as the supreme allied com-
mander in Europe not only enhanced his ex-
perience in international relations, but alsc
gave himface-to-facetimewith many impor-
tant foreign leaders.

However, the two main reasons | have for
welcominghiscandidacy are, first, that hehas
extensiveexperienceinbeingdirectly respon-
siblefor thetotal welfare of the people he un-
der hisleadership and was successful at it.

The second is his experience in building &
staff capable of helping him get the job done
and not being afraid of the political backlash
if changesneed to bemade. Clark will realize
and admit to those areaswhere helacks expe-
rienceand understandingandwill findtheright
person to provide what he might need.

Now theDemocratic Party hassomeonewho
canreally challengefor the White House.

U.S. Sen. Pat Raoberts, 109 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart

Senate Office Building, Washington D.C.

20510. (202) 224-6521; web e-mail address — brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S.Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 L ongworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail address — jerry.moran@mail.house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address — morrison@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-N, Topeka, KS66612. (785)
296-7399; e-mail address — clark@senate.state.ks.us
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