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Norton man sentenced for murder of step-father

Veronica Monier
The Norton Telegram

Monday afternoon District Judge
Bill Elliott sentenced Jimmy D.
Williams, 21, Norton, to just under
13yearsinprisonfor themurder of
hisstep-father.

Williams pled guilty to second
degree murder on Aug. 15 for kill-
ing his step-father Bill Masden at
theend of May.

Defense attorney David Baum-
gartner filed for a departure to get
thesentencereducedfromthemini-
mum 147 months on the Kansas
sentencing guidelines.

Hecalled threewitnessesfor the
defense.

Dick Mikessell, Norton, said he
met Masden five or six years ago
whenhetriedtostart aVietnamvet-
eranorganization. Hesaid hewoul d
drive Masden to the veteran’shos-
pital in Topeka. He said he knew
Masden’swife Mary and her son.

Baumgartner asked if Mr. Mas-

den was different when he was
drinking.

“Whenhewasdrinkingtherewas
aworldof difference,” said Mikes-
sell.“Youcouldfeel theanger com-
ing out of him.”

Mikessell said that he had heard
Masden threatened hiswife, but he
never heard him threaten anyone
else. He said he didn’t know if
M asden kept any weapons.

Doug Sebelius, county attorney,
asked him if he had reported the
threats.

“No, hewas drunk at the time,”
said Mikessell. “I thought he was
just venting.”

The next witness was Kim Ja-
kubowski, Norton.

Shesaid shewasafriend of Mrs.
Masden and she had mainly seen
Mr. Masden at the bar or at his
home.

Sheagreedthat Mr. Masden was
different when hewasdrunk.

“Bill wasvery meanwhenhewas

drunk,” shesaid.

Jakubowski said she heard Mr.
Masdenthreatentokill Williamsat
|east six timesand Mrs. Masden on
threeoccasions, twicewitha9mil-
limeter gun and oncewith aknife.

Williams also heard several of
thesethreats, shesaid.

“They hadamutual animosity to-
wards each other,” she said. “They
hated each other. You could seeit.”

Mrs. Masden, Edmond, was the
last witnessfor thedefense.

She met Mr. Masden in 1973,
started datinghimin 1997 and mar-
ried him in 2000. She was previ-
ously marriedto Gary Williams.

She said when her son came to
livewiththem, heand hisstepfather
didn'tgetalong. Williamswrecked
acar, whichresultedinMr. Masden
being convicted of domesticbattery
and servingtwo daysinjail.

Shesaidher hushandhadsaidif he
had known he was going to jail, he
wouldhavekilledWilliams. Shesaid

hewouldsay heknew 10waystokill
aperson that he learned from his
military training and hekept several
gunsand knivesaround the house.

“Whenhewasdrinking, hewant-
ed hisenemies dead. It didn’t mat-
ter if they had done anything or
not,” shesaid.

Mrs. Masden said they got along
when they were sober and didn’t
when they weredrinking. She said
shewasn’tafraidwhenMr. Masden
threatened her because he said he
would never hurt her and she be-
lieved him.

She said her husband had gotten
rid of al of hisweapons before he
waskilled.

Sebelius called one witness,
Roger Butler, who works for the
KansasBureau of I nvestigationand
hel ped at the crime scene.

Butler said he had interviewed
Williams on both Aug. 6 and 7 and
that hisstory changed fromoneday
tothe next. At first Williams said

he had an accomplice, but then he
said hedidit alone.

During the Aug. 7 interview,
Williamssaidathoughhehadtaken
abaseball bat with him, hedecided
toleaveit outsidebecauseit wastoo
bigandvisible.

He said he put the claw hammer
inhispantsand pulled hisshirt over
it. He went inside, found out his
mother was asleep, drank a beer,
went into the bathroom and put on
latex gloves, heardMr. Masdenand
got scared and took off the gloves.

Hewent back intothekitchenand
started drinking another beer when
Mr. Masdencameinandaskedhim
what he was doing. Williams said
Mr. Masden came at him so he
“whacked him” with the hammer.

Williams said Mr. Masden was
onthefloor, sohestraddiedhimand
starting hitting him with the ham-
mer, then got up and got akitchen
knifeand dlit histhroat and then hit
him a couple more times with the

hammer.

Sebeliusasked for themaximum
of 165 months(13.75years) for the
violence of the crime, while Will-
iams' attorney asked for the depar-
ture with less time because Will-
iams feared for himself and his
mother. JudgeElliott said heagreed
with Sebelius.

“Thisisan exceptionally violent
crime,” thejudge said. “Murder i<
never justified. Not by your frustra-
tion, your anger, alcohol or any-
thing else.

“Thereisno evidenceof self-de-
fense, except by Bill Masden.”

The judge said he was going to
sentenceWilliamsto 155 months(e
littleunder 13years), whichisstan-
dard, and required him to have his
DNA registered. He must al so pay
$152 for court costs, $400 per fee
for the crimeinvestigation lab anc
$45 for booking fees.

Williams' attorney has 10 days
from Monday tofilean appeal.

City commission votes 3-2 to delay passage of new sewer rates

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

TheGoodland City Commission
voted 3-2 Monday to delay ap-
proval of new sewer ratestogivethe
commissionersmoretimetolook at
thefigures.

Commissioner Dave Daniels
made the motion to delay the vote
until Oct. 6.

Commissioner John Garcia sec-
onded the motion, and it passed
withMayor Rick Billinger votingin
favor. Commissioners Chuck Lut-
tersand Dean Blumevoted against
the delay.

The ordinance was discussed
during thebudget meetingsin July,
and City Manager Ron Pickman
said it had been approved by the
state, and conformsto the state re-
quirementsto beeligiblefor grants
or loans.

Mayor Billinger said he knew
that the sewer fund wasin the red,
but questioned the estimates that

show an increase in reserves of
$100,000 and $68,000 for replace-
ment of equipment.

“l amnot surewewant to passthis
when we do not know what direc-
tionwearegoingwithreplacingthe
plant,” Billinger said.“ 1 amnot sure
about therest of thecommissioners,
but I aminfavor of thelagoon sys-
tem and reusing the water.”

Commissioners Chuck Lutters
said hefelt that the change did not
need to be delayed.

“We need to have thisin place
before we make any decision on
how we are going to replace the
plant,” Lutterssaid. “If wedon’tdo
something to upgrade and replace
this system, are we saying Good-
landisdone?

“What direction are we going?
We are supposed to be the commu-
nity leadersand weneedto bemak-
ing decisions on behalf of all the
citizens.”

“1 amnot talking about not doing

this,” Billinger said, “but | amtalk-
ing about how much it will raise
without even talking about the re-

placement cost. If wepassthisasit tem

is,wewill haveto comebackinsix
months or so when we have de-
cided onthereplacement plan, and
raise the rates to pay for the new
system.”

Pickman said the revised rate
structure does not include any
money to pay for anew system, but
that the money in the basic rate
structure is what the commission-
ers had agreed to in the budget
workshop and approved as part of
the city budget.

“Thestaff did not writethisordi-
nance,” Pickman said. “It is the
standard one from the state and all
wedidwaspluginthenumbersyou
approved inthe budget.”

Commissioner Dean Blumesaid
hefeltit wasimportant for the city
toapprovetheordinanceandgetthe
sewer ratesin place.

“I think it is important for the
people to contribute to upgrading
and the cost of replacing the sys-
" he said. “We have been run-
ningintheredfor several yearsand
thisdoesnot even cover the cost of
any new plant. What dowedoif we
losealift station now or havetore-
place any of the sewer lines? We
will not havethemoney. Thepeople
need to know they areinvestingin
our community.”

Daniels said he knew it wasim-
portant to passthe sewer ordinance,
but that waiting threeweekswasnot
goingto hurt.

Commissioner Garciaagreed.

“1 think weall agreethat thishas
to be done,” he said, “but it would
not hurttogiveussometimetotalk
to people and get their input.”

Lutters said he was concerned
aboutwhat impact theremight beon
commercial customers who use a
larger amount of water.

Thenew ratesfor residential cus-

tomerswill bebased ontheaverage
monthly water use during Decem-
ber, January and February. How-
ever, non-residential customerswill
have their sewer charges based on
the amount of water used each
month.

L utterssaid hewasnot sure how
many larger water usershave sepa-
rate meters or taps for their lawn
systems, which would not be con-
sidered part of the sewer charges.
He said he thought most of the
larger users, like the schools, hos-
pital and motels, would probably
have separate systems.

The ordinance says that a com-
mercial customer that hasaseparate
meter or a waste water meter will
not bechargedfor water that doesn’t
godownthesewer. Theinstallation
and maintenance of such meters
will be at the customer’s expense,
it says.

PublicWorksManager EdWolak
said he did not know the price of

waste water meters, but that they
could be purchased and that the ac-
curacy would need to be within 2
percent.

The ordinance sets a minimum
charge per month of $4.43, plus
usage rate of $1.10 per 100 cubic
feet of water used. Intheordinance,
there is no rate for an additional
chargethat would beusedto pay for
any debt retirement.

Pickman said if the city goes
ahead with plans to replace the
sewer plant and goesfor abondis-
sue, thecommissionwould haveto
amendtheordinancetoputinarate
to pay off the bonds.

The city estimates that about 70
percent of water usage is residen-
tial. Thereareabout 2,140 residen-
tial metersand about 400 commer-
cial.

City Clerk Mary Volk said that if
the ordinanceis passed in the next
month or so, the first bill with the
new rateswill bein March.
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