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from our viewpoint...

Community steps up
to ‘make It happen’

One of the enjoyable thingsabout living onthe High Plainsis
that when asituationistight, peoplecometogether and dowhat it
takesto makethings happen.

That was evident Friday afternoon as citizens from all over
Sherman County gathered to seewhat they could doto bringAir-
craft Seal and Gasket Corp. of Californiato Goodland.

Peopl e asked some good tough questions, and Steve West of
Western State Bank said therewassomeriskinmaking aninvest-
ment in the firm. However, he said any money raised would be
putinescrow until final agreementswerereached. If thecompany
doesnot cometo Goodland, no one herewould |ose any money.

He went on to suggest the fund could be used in the future to
bring other compani estothearea, and that having such aventure
capital fund would be agreat asset to the county.

Whether theaircraft partscompany comesor not, the commu-
nity has shown the ability to respond and put together asuitable
packagethat can be offered to other compani eswho arelooking
torel ocate. Thepeopleshowedthey can stepforward and answer
thechallengeto bring economic devel opment to Sherman County.

It was good to watch as leaders of the city, technical college,
banks and citizens put the pieces together over the past week to
present aworkabl epackagethat coul d bringthecompany to Good-
land.

In many ways, thisisawin-win proposition. It will begreat if
thetrucksroll into the city inthe next week, bringing the presses
and other equipment for the company. Thisiscertainly awinfor
thecitizens, and thereisafurther win for thefutureto be ableto
respond to other such opportunitiesto bring other companies.

Tomany, theaircraft partscompany isabig step toward diver-
sifyingtheeconomy here, becauseit doesnot depend on agricul -
ture. We seeit asaclean manufacturer that canlend itsexpertise
to anything that needsasilicone based seal or gasket, regardless
of whether it isan aircraft, automobile, truck or tractor. Having
suchthecompany in Kansaswill increaseitsability torespondto
more markets.

I neconomicdevel opment, gettingthefirst company canbethe
key to expansion. If that company is successful, the economic
development effort should be aimed at adding additional jobs.

Our congratul ationsto the many peoplewho stepped forward
to helpinmoving thisproject forward. Wewill beready to popa
champagne cork the day production begins.

Should the deal fall apart at the last moment over an unfore-
seen hitch, wewill keepthechampagneonicefor thenext oppor-
tunity whichwill comealonginthebelief that wenow havemore
of our ducksin order to handlethem. — TomBetz

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and welcomes | etters
from readers. L etters should be typewritten, and must include
atelephone number and a signature. Unsigned letterswill not
be published. Form letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive.
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and good taste.
We encourage | etters, with address and phone numbers, by e-
mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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Confident Iad heads state road

Asyou enter theroom, aslender, dark-haired
woman walksup to introduce herself.

You've met her just once, years ago, but she
remembers— or hasaidesandfilesto help her.

A confident grip, afriendly smile, a steely
glancethat sayssheknowswho sheisandwhere
she's going. You'd think she was running for
something, but Deb Miller aready hasthejobshe
wants.

Millerissettlinginasthestate’ snew secretary
of transportation, taking the reigns at amale-
dominated agency that spawnsavast bureaucracy
and spends more of the state's budget than any-
thing but schoolsand colleges.

Getting ahandle on the Department of Trans-
portationisnosmall task, but Miller saysit’sfun.
She'sbeen touring the state, visiting each of the
six districts, going around with each of the dis-
trict engineers.

She's had her feet on the pavement — high-
waysstill takethe bulk of the department’sbud-
get, though it has small programs for airports,
railroads and recreational trails— and meeting
with asmany of thedepartment’s3,000 empl oy-
eesasshecan.

Morethanthat, she’ sbuilding up anetwork of
friendsand supportersthat she' |l needtokeepthe
department and its programsintact.

Employeessay they senseamarked difference
fromthetenureof Dean Carlson, whoranthede-
partment throughtheBill Gravesera. They think
that they haveabosswhowill challengeassump-
tionsand not beafraidtostand upfor their agency.
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Miller is no stranger to the department. She
wasdirector of planning and devel opment from
1984-1997, when sheleft to work as a consult-
ant with a private engineering firm. Gov. Kath-
leen Sebelius brought her back to run the road
program earlier thisyear.

Whileshe'san engineer by trade, her political
skillswill comeinhandy over thenextfew years.

Thestate' sbudget crisisthelast threeyearshas
pinched the highway program, but Miller says
sofar, sheexpectsto be ableto completeall the
projects people have been promised.

That’simportant, she said. If you go back to
the 1970, inthe Bob Bennett era, thestateprom-
ised anexpansivefreaway systemthat wasnever
built.

“| believe without question that we can com-
plete all the projects under the Comprehensive
Transportation Program,” she said, referring to
thestate’s10-year, $10billion program. “ But we
cannot sustain any morelosses.”

The Legidature took away the salestax “de-
mand transfer” money the road fund was sup-
posedtoget acoupleof yearsago, thenraisedthe
motor fuel tax 2 centsper gallon to make up for

Kansans should take control

Insurance Commissioner Promotes Con-
sumer Education Campaign

| am pleased to announce the Kansas | nsur-
anceDepartment i skicking off anew consumer
education programtohel pKansansunderstand
factors affecting the costs of health care and
healthinsurance. Thecampaign, TakeControl:
It'sYour Life; It's Your Health; 1t's Your
Money, isdesignedtoprovidehealth carecon-
sumerswithtipsthat can helpreducetheover-
all cost of health care without affecting qual-
ity.

Consumersknow their healthinsurancerates
areincreasing and the cost of medical careis

where to write
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ontherise. Wewant to educate K ansansabout
some of thereasons costsarerising and share
some strategiesto hel p control those costs.
Simpletipsfor controlling health carecosts
include asking about generic equivalentsfor
prescription drugs, avoiding unnecessary di-
agnostic testing and asking your physician
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department

theloss. Thisyear, though, the department was
saddled with the Highway Patrol budget, for &
$200 million cut. (The patrol used to be part of
the old Highway Department, but now reports
directly tothegovernor.)

No one expectsthe state’s budget situation to
improvemuchfor acoupleof years. Whereonce
there was money to spend and room to cut taxes
year after year, now thereisafight for every dol -
lar. Miller saysit’simportant to keep thetranspor-
tationbudget up both becausethe stateneedsgood
roadsand becausetheprojectscreateal ot of jobs.
That'svital inarecession, shesaid.

If worst comesto worst, and there have to be
morecuts, she' dconsider extendingtheprogram,
but that’snot her favoriteidea. Tenyearsal ready
isalongtime.

“We' regettingalongwaysout therealready,”
Miller said. “ Thereare new needscomingup all
thetime.”

But, shesays, extending theprogramwoul d be
better than breaking the state’s promises.

“It's imperative to meet our commitments,”
she says. “Lately, if the department has an-
nounced aproject, we havebuiltit.”

And no one, she adds, wantsto go back to the
bad old days of the 1980s, when Kansas roads
werefalling apart — or wind up like— shudder
— Missouri.

“The No. 1 priority hasto be to maintain the
system and preservethe system,” shesays.

Backedby aloyal corpsof employeesand sup-
porters, no doubt she'll dojust that.

of health care

about optionsintreatments. It isimportant tc
remind consumersto communicatewith their
health care providers. They should also ask
guestions and provide input regarding health
caredecisions.

Kansas consumers should feel comfortable
participatingintheir ownhealth caredecisions.
Your doctor isthe expert, but the doctor’sde-
cisionsdependonus, thepatients, givingthem
good information.

TheKansas| nsurance Department haspro-
duced Take Control brochures that provide
easy to understand information. To obtain &
free copy, please call our toll-free Consumer
Hotline at 1-800-432-2484.

Updated health careinformation including
consumer surveys is available on the
Department’'s web site at http://
www.ksinsurance.org. Additionally, the De-
partment planstodeliver severa publicpresen-
tationsand work with other interested groups
to disseminateimportant heath careinforma-
tion.

If you have a question or concern about an
insurance-related issue, please call our Con-
sumer Assistance Hotline at 1-800-432-2484
or visit the Departmentis web site at http://
www.ksinsurance.org. Assistanceisal soavail-
ableat our Wichita office (316-337-6010).

garfield

A FUNNY THING HAPPENED
ON THE WAY TO THE FENCE!
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AND, BOY, I WISH Y0U
HAD BEEN THERE
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