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from our viewpoint...
Highway system
needs business sense

The Kansas Department of Transportation doesagood job of
building and maintaining roads, but it sometimes seemsthat the
agency needsagood doseof businesssensewhenit plansprojects.

Highway dollarsarescarcewiththestatein aperpetual budget
crisis, and the engineerstry to plan every project to stretch the
money asfar asit will go.

Sometimesthat meansthat afew businesses— or awholetown
— will suffer whilearoad is rebuilt. In effect, these businesses
wind up paying for whatever the state saves by closing down a
road during construction.

Maybethe state savesmorethan the businesseslose, but small
businessesoftencanaffordnolossat al. Timesaretoughout here.

New roadsarenecessary tokeepour economy rolling, andthere
isnoway tobuild (or rebuild) themwithout someinconvenience.

The department tries to take these things into consideration
whenit plansaproject, but till, there are disasters.

Itwashexttoimpossibletogetinto downtown Goodland three
years ago as three major projectstied up the only access routes
between downtown and the highway businessstrip.

That two of thethreejobsweretechnically city projects, coor-
dinated by thestate, didn’t help much. Thereappearedtobelittle
planning about when accesswoul d close or reopen, and business
suffered downtown and on the highway.

Thenext year, the department closed K-27 north of town, cut-
ting off the flow of business from St. Francis, while merchants
werestill recovering fromthedowntown accessissues. Theyear
before, theagency closed I-70 exitsand did away with al ot of the
town’stransient businessfor dayson end.

In all, Goodland businesses suffered for three straight years.
They have niceroads now, thosethat survived.

Thisyear, it'sColby’sturn. K-25isclosed throughtown, while
the main intersection downtown has been torn up all summer.
Merchantsarefit to betied.

All of thiswork isnecessary. All of thishasapayoff intheend.

But wethink the department needsto give morethought tothe
here and now whenit plansand schedulesjabs.

Saving afew thousand dollars may be important to the state,
but making afew thousand in the summer can bevital to asmall
business.

What to do?

Thedepartment ought to hold apublic meetingintown beforeit
schedules mgjor, disruptive jobs. Engineers ought to go over the
plansandtheschedul eand get suggestionsfromthosemost aff ected.

The department needs to adopt |ess-disruptive alternatives
wherever possible, evenif they costalittiemore. It' sactually done
someof that, but it could do more.

An example: U.S. 83 south of Oakley was closed for two sum-
mers, with adetour through Grainfield, to allow new pavement to
beinstalled mostly on existing right of way. However, U.S. 36 be-
tween Herndon and Atwood and U.S. 283 north of Norton werere-
built on adjacent alignments. That costs more, becauseyou haveto
buy land. But trafficflowsand businessdon’t suffer nearly asmuch.

Intersections, likethetwo being rebuilt in Colby thissummer,
canbedonein quarters, rather than half at atime. It might cost a
littlemore, but thework would get doneand traffic getsthrough.

It might not seem like much — you can get from one bl ock of
downtown Colby to the next by driving six blocks, after all —
but that kind of thing can be deadly to business.

Thebottomlineisthis: If the state saves money, but taxpaying
businesses|ose, who wins?

Noone.—Seve Haynes
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I've developed a few pet peeves

| don’tknow about you, but | havedevel oped
afew pet peeves.

| hopel’ m not theonly onewho haslittleir-
ritationsthat rub thewrongway. I’ vethought
about some of mine and wondered how they
developed and why they get to me. For most
of them, | have no good answer; | just know
they'rethere.

Some pet peevesweinherit from others.

As| remember my mother, | recall some of
hers: clotheshung onthelineinrandom order,
her good sewing scissors used to cut paper,
slamming doors, twisted brastraps, thewaste
of anything, piling our school booksonthedin-
ingroomtableasweentered thehouseand pic-
tureshanging crooked onthewall.

Didmy dadhaveany? I’ ll havetothink about
that awhile. 1 know heliked to have breakfast
ready at almost the exact moment his* feet hit
thefloor”, asMamawould say.

Maybel just wasn't around Daddy asmuch
to catch on to hislittle peeves, or else hewas
just more pliable and soft-spoken, didn’t ex-
press his dislikes as often. | remember he
didn’'t like to see his daughters wearing high
heels. “You' Il be sorry someday whenyou’ ve
ruined your feet!” hewould tell us. Hedidn't
appreciateswearing— especialy fromanedu-
cated person; he thought they should know
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better waysto expressthemselves.

Yet hecouldtolerateit from someonewith-
out an education. He trusted everyone until
they proved untrustworthy. Hewas aman of
hisword and expected everyone elseto be.

So | guesswe al devel op some things that
get to us— even if some people hide them
better than others.

Someof my pet peevesarereally quitesilly,
but the flash of annoyance sparks uncontrol -
lably anyway. | dislike talking the moment |
awake, hunting to find something, the toilet
paper going the wrong way over the holder,
parents who are obliviousto their children’'s
behavior, rudeshoppers(especialy withshop-
ping carts), carelessdrivers, social lawsgov-
erning moral behavior, disrespectful people
(especially childrento parents), bad manners,
sloppy dressing, and | also have some that |
inherited from my parents: lying, slamming
doors and twisted bra straps (even on some-

oneelse).

It's dangerous to talk to people about pet
peeves.

Someonetold methey got irritated at find-
inghairinthesink. Another personsaiditmade
her angry toalwaysbetheoneto putanew role
of toilet paper onthe holder.

| still think about them when those things
happen, and | find myself getting irritated for
them — even though those things had never
bothered me before.

Recently | realized that you’ renevertooold
to develop anew pet peeve.

I now get out of sortswhen | use my credit
card at agas pump to save time and walking
insidetothecashier, only to havethepump out
of paper and unableto print thereceipt. By the
time | walk up to the cashier for the receipt, |
am very annoyed. To add insult to injury, one
timel hadtodothat, | wascharged onmy credit
card statementsfor TWOfillingsfor thesame
amount! And | seriously doubt that was com-
puter error!

Oh well. There aretoo many joysin lifeto
stay irritated very long.

Godisgood, and soaremost of God'speople
— at least, most of thetime.

AndI refusetolettheothersdictatemy mood
or behavior for very long.

How to feed, water captured tarantulas?

How wouldyouliketo babysit abug, super-
viseaspider or tameatarantula?

Me neither, but that’s what I’ m doing this
week.

It'sbreeding seasonfor tarantul asin eastern
Colorado. (Andyoudidn’tevenknowthey had
tarantulasin eastern Colorado, right?)

Ontheway back from vacation, we picked
up anice, health, sex-starved spider and
brought him home.

We haveasmall plastic cagewhere my son
used to keep small lizards. It’s perfect for a
largish spider.

Thespider isdestinedfor our schoolteacher
daughter in Lawrence. In the meantime, we
have almost two weeksto feed and water the
big arachnid.

What do spider’ seat and how dothey drink?

Daughter said that tarantulas like meal
worms or crickets. For water, she suggested
putting a piece of spongein ajuice bottle cap
andkeepingindamp. Spiderscan’treally drink
out of awater bowl, sheexplained.

Well, that seemed simpleenough. | cutupa
sponge and put it in the cage before wetrans-
ferred Mr. Spider from his traveling cheese
carton to hisnew home.

Water wastaken care of. It’salittlehard to
hit the spongefrom thetop of thecage— I’'m
not puttingmy handintheretoget abetter angle
onit — butitworks.

Food was another matter.

Whensonhadhislizards, they alsoatecrick-
ets. We would walk along country roads and
put thelittle hoppersin our pockets.

Wedidthat duringthesummer. Inthefall and
winter, we bought the common household
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pestsfrom the pet storein McCook, some 30
milesor so away.

It'spast cricket season ontheroad. Haven't
seenasingleoneall week. Although| canhear
quiteafew inthehouse, | can’t find them.

That leaves meal wormsor McCook.

My flour, rice, pastaand cornmeal do not
haveworms, thank you. | ranto McCook on
my lunch hour.

The pet shop was out of cricketsuntil the 2
p.m. truck.

| was frantic, so the man looked into the
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cricket aquarium until hefoundfivestrays.

That, | figured, would last until we coulc
deliver Mr. Spider to Miss Teacher.

Ittook thebigbugalittleover anhourtodis-
appear thecrickets. All that wasl eft wasahinc
leg and an unidentified piece of exoskeleton.

ThiswasoneBIG, HUNGRY bug.

A coupledayslater, Stevetook thetimefor
another cricket run. He brought home 18 anc
after two daysthe spider has only eaten eight
of them. | think he’sslowing down.

Youngest daughter isalittleworriedwiththe
state budget cutbacks, shewon’t beableto af-
ford to feed this latest addition to her class-
room.

| suggested that whenit becametoomuchfor
her, she could send it home with a student.
That'show shegotrid of thehamstersandturtle
last year.
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TIME TO CHECK THEIR
POCKETS FOR CANDY!
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