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from our viewpoint...

Barriers block
cooperative efforts

The" C” word— consolidationinthiscase— cameup during
therecently completed K ansas Prosperity Summit assomething
that should be examined to seewheremoreregional cooperation
might be possible.

Suggestions for possible consolidation included everything
from countiesto combining city police and sheriff departments
and more cooperation between school district where possible.

Someof theseweretrial balloonstoget peoplethinking, and most
of those present knew the idea of consolidating counties was not
something that would happen overnight — or eveninafew years.

Many school districtsalready try towork together on coopera-
tiveprograms. The Northwest Kansas Educational Service Cen-
terin Oakley isanexample, and anumber of school districtshelp
pay for itsbudget and use the programsthe center provides.

Another example of cooperation isthe Cowboy and Cowgirl
cross country teams, which have runners from Sharon Springs
whodriveto Goodland each day to practiceand arriveearly tobe
part of theteam when they travel to meets.

Thisstartedthree yearsagowith onegirl from Sharon Springs,
Charlie Short. Now there are three girlsand one boy making the
triptobeonthe Goodland team. MaraS| oan hasj oined Short and
Kali Smith— who was on the team last year — with the Cow-
girlsand Kyler Knobbeison the Cowboysteam.

There just are not enough cross country runners in Sharon
Springsfor ateam. Onthe Goodland side, therearebarely enough
boysfor acompetitiveteam, andfor the past twoyearstherehave
not been enough girlsfor ateam. Girlscrosscountry seemsto be
losing abit to the new tennisand golf teams.

Whilethekidsfrom Sharon Springsareallowedto practiceand
run with the teams during the regular season, they have to drop
out when it comes to the regional and state meets. The Kansas
High School ActivitiesAssociation apparently feelsthat having
the two school srun together gives someone an advantage.

TheCowboysand Cowgirlscametogether asateamthisyear, fin-
ishing first and second at the Oberlin meet. Coach Don Smith said
the contribution from the Sharon Springskids madethis possible.

They will get toruntogether for thelast timeon Saturday at the
Lakin meet. They will not get to countin theleague meet at Sugar
HillsGolf Clubon Saturday, Oct. 18, nor theregional or statemeets.

Instead of being a part of a competitive team and having the
support of the teammates they ran with this whole season, run-
ners from both schools will be down to individual participants
for thefinal meetsof theyear.

It seemscounterproductivetotal k about cooperationwhenthese
two schoolsaredoingit, and thenwhenit comesto the crunch of
thefinal competition, they arecut off and now both schoolshave
to pay to send the individual s to separate meets rather than the
combined effort.

Thekidsfrom Sharon Springs say they have enjoyed running
ontheBlack and Gold teams. They haveenjoyed thesupport and
camaraderie of having the teammates, both for the meetsand at
daily practices.

Cross country isatough sport. We have enjoyed watching the
kidsdevelop and improve over theyear, and admirethe effort it
takesto be part of thissport.

Wecanhopeasthetal k about consolidation continuestobounce
around, that thosewho maketheeffort likethecrosscountry team
are given an opportunity to run together through the entire year
and be part of theteam they started with. — Tom Betz
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Made up stories make editors squirm

“S0,” hesaid, 9 apping meontheback, “what
about that Jayson Blair?”’

Ouch.

| liked it better when “themedia” wasjust a
buzzword to betrotted out when people were
mad about something. Jayson Blair hasgiven
reporterseverywhere abad name.

In an odd sort of way, that might be agood
thing for the news business. It has made alot
of editors and news directors sit up and take
noticeof their problems.

If thereissomething wrongin“themedia,”
JaysonBlairdidit. Theformer New York Times
reporter istheposter boy for anunfair, unfeel-
ing, untruthful media.

AndwhileMr. Blairisanegregiousexample,
heisasymbol for much that iswrongwiththe
news business.

He made up stories, and no one noticed.

When sourcescomplained, hiseditorsdidn’t
call them back.

Heinvented quotes, packed hisstorieswith
liesand fiction, even submitted travel vouch-
erswhilecreating“ on-the-scene” reportsfrom
hisgrandmother’sNew York apartment.

When other employeesblew thewhistle, The
Timesglossed it over.

Instead of areprimand, Mr. Blair got apro-
motion or atransfer.

It'snot like his bosses hadn’t been warned.
Maybe they just wanted to believe in Jayson
Blair. Hewasaconartist throughandthrough.
They wanted himtobeasgood ashetoldthem
hewas.

Some people claim that he got away with
what he did because he was young and bright
and black, but that's not the whole story. Mr.
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Blair bragged later that he conned the best
newsorganizationin theworld.

“1 fooled some of the most brilliant people
injournalism,” he claimed.

His bosses eventually paid the price with
their jobs, “resigning” and fadinginto obscu-
rity. How they let him get away with what he
didfor solongisanother story.

Reporters who fabricate stories are not the
problem, though. It'srare. Therehave been a
few notorious casesat big papers, mostly col-
umnistswhothoughtitwasOK tomakethings
up. They argued that a column isn’t anews
story, but they passed their fiction off astruth.

When areporter in Goodland used quotes
that didn’t belong to an area school superin-
tendent, management listened. The reporter
disappeared beforetheinvestigation could be
completed, but hewound upin court.

Jayson Blair probably will wind up with a
book deal, butif | werepublisher of The Times,
I"d suehim for every penny he makes.

Jayson Blair could happen anywhere, be-
cause most of usliketo trust our fellow man,
but most people are smart enough to know
they’ dget caught eventually. Thereal problem
isreporters who are careless, ignorant of the
subject, lacking the curiosity needed to find
thingsout, or just plain don’t care.

They make mistakes, dozens, hundreds,

thousands of them. They ignore or mis-file
people snews, they’ rerudeand uncaring, they
botch storiesand don’t want to admit it.

The problem is editors who don't listen tc
complaints, don'tenforcerules, don’tinsiston
accuracy and don’t care about readers.

It happenseverywhere, at thetiniest papers
and the biggest, at the worst and even, as Mr.
Blair proved, at the best.

It'snot something theindustry hasignored.
A national foundation known asthe Freedom
Forum has generated a discussion on what
newspeopleusually cal credibility, but read-
erscall “fairness.”

Toreaders, the Freedom Forumfound, fair-
ness means accuracy and awillingnessto ad-
mit errors. The best editors have been listen-
ing. That's ahuge change from 30 years ago,
whentheattitudewasthat newspapersshould
never, never admit mistakes.

Wehavetriedtotakethelessonsof the Free-
dom Forum study to heart. Our reporters anc
editorshavebeen meeting monthly, going over
thestudy anda“ best practices’ guidethat goes
withit.

WEe' re hoping to reduce the number of mis-
takesthat get into the paper, andjust asimpor-
tant, to increase the number of corrections.

It'snot that wereal ly want morecorrections,
but weknow we'll never be perfect. Wewant
to correct our mistakes and leave an accurate
record. More important yet, we want readers
toknow that wearehumanandthat weareabl e
to admit that.

Dealingwiththoseday-to-day thingsisal ot
moreimportant that Jayson Blair, who, thank-
fully, won't ever work in western Kansas.

Death penalty a way to protect the public

In Friday’s The Hays Daily News, | read
about the kidnap and murder, in Waterville,
Maine, of a Colby College senior. Her “al-
leged” killer isaparoleefrom Utah.

Accordingtothearticle, policesaidthiswas
arandom act. Once again, a preventabl e evil
hasforever changed what was onceknown as
aquiet, safe small town into one of fear and
shattered dreams.

In 1994, this “person of interest” was sen-
tencedtofromoneto 15yearsfor burglary and
kidnappinginUtah, butwasparoledlast March
withthecondition heundergotherapy andthat
hisprogressbemonitored. Sofar, thereaction
from Utah officialsisto shift blametoMaine.
No one seemsto even know whether thisman
left Utah legally or not.

What'sdoneisdone. Hewasparoledand she
isdead. It will probably take ayear or two to
decide his case, but I'll go out on alimb and
consider him guilty.

What happens now?

Mainedoesnot have thedeath penalty, soif
heisfound guilty, what is his sentence going
tobe?Chancesareeventually thismanwill be
released, again, and beathreat to society.

Some claim the death penalty is cruel and
unusual punishment. | can accept the concept
of thedeath penalty aspunishment, butthereal
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reason | supportitispublic safety. One of the
few thingsthat can get meworked upisread-
ingabout aconvicted murderer whoisparoled
andwithinashort timekillsagain.

There are too many murder victimson file
in this country who were killed by people
knowntobeathreat but rel eased early anyway.
| remember acase about four yearsago when
aman convicted of killing aK ansas State stu-
dent was sentenced from threeto eight years
but was paroled after about 45 days, and less
than 30 months|ater murdered achild.

I’m not saying the death penalty should be
applied in all cases. | believe each case must
beconsideredonanindividual basis. If thefacts
prove, beyond doubt, the personisguilty, then
let him or her face the consegquences as deter-
mined in court. Punish the crime and, more
importantly, protect the public.

| am not being bloodthirsty. | could accept
lifewithout paroleif that really meant what it
said. But in today’s justice system, life with-
out paroleinsomestatesmeansaslittleaseight
yearsin prison.

I know there are cases of innocent people
being sentenced to death wherethelegal sys-
tem was guilty of improprieties, but that
doesn’'t makethe death penalty wrong.

In the meantime, | will mourn an innocent
victimwho | didn’t know andisnow dead be-
causeof asystem designedto protect the pub-
licfailledtodo so.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and welcomes letters from readers. L etters should be
typewritten, and must include a telephone number and a signature. Unsigned letters will not
be published. Form letterswill be rejected, aswill letters deemed to be of no public interest or
considered offensive. We reserve the right to edit letters for length and good taste. We encour-
age letters, with address and phone numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.

garfield
A COOKIE %F CAN'T...REACH... WHY DON'T I A9SUME
CRUMB e IT... YOU MOVE ? YOU'RE
SIH TALKING
<[ TO THE
) CRUMB. ..
O 3
3

Distributed by Universal Press Syndicate
'POAISSSH SWBIH NIV "ONI ‘SMYd £00Z ©




