EXperts expect
good results
from fall harvest

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

Farmers and ag experts have
good expectations for thisyear’s
harvest of irrigated corn and sun-
flowersastrucksstarttoroll in, but
newly planted wheat needs some
rain.

Thereisnot much of achance of
rainintheforecast, but theNational
Weather Serviceissayinga20 per-
cent chance of thundershowersto-
day and Wednesday.

Trucks have started deliver sun-
flowersand corn. Sigco Sun Prod-
ucts reported it’s first load last
week.

“Harvest hasbeendrawnoutthis

year,” said Dana Belshe, Sherman
County extension agent, “but the
main effort began about a week
ago.”
Belshe said that the harvest
shouldbequick thisyear if theopen
and dry weather continues. Hesaid
heexpectsadecent cropyieldfrom
both irrigated corn and irrigated
sunflowers.

Dryland sunflower yieldswill be
goodinareasthat got sufficientrain.

Belshe said some farmers have
been using adesiccant to help dry
their cropsquicker. Thedesiccants
areherbicidesthat defoliateand dry
the crops so they can be harvested
moreefficiently.

Althoughthedry ishelping with
the harvest, Belshe said wheat
needs more moisture to get grow-
ing.

“The wheat crop is coming in
spotty around the area,” he said.

Wheat planting serves two im-
portant functions for farmers,
Belsheadded, toachievean optimal
yield and to cover the ground and
prevent wind erosion.

Themost recent cropweather re-
port from the Kansas Agricultural
StatisticsServicelisted only 14 per-
cent of thenorthwest Kansasareaas
having adequate topsoil moisture
and 5 percent with adequate subsoil
moisture. Statewide, the averages
are 59 percent for topsoil moisture
and 40 percent for subsail.
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Rodney Corke of Sigco Sun Products monitored a load of sunflower seeds last Monday.
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Hearing today to dissolve sewer district at plant

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Sherman County commissioners
will hold ahearing at 8:30 am. to-
day to dissol vethe Sherman County
Waste Water Disposal District,
which servesthesunflower plant at
Caruso.

The district was created to pro-
vide the plant with a sewer lagoon
system, and the county has been
turning thesystemovertoNorthern
Sunlndustries, adivisionof Archer
DanielsMidland.

If nooneobjectstodissol ution of
thedistrict, the county will turnthe
lagoonsover to thefirm.

Later, the commissioners will
consider appointing the firm of
VVonFeldt, Bauer andVonFeldttodo
the county audit for this year, and
will hear an update on the Good

Samaritan Center from Director
Phil Samuelsonat 9a.m.

Commissioner Mitch Tiedetold
thecommissionersat thelast meet-
ing that since the county farmland
had been approved for the Conser-
vation Reserve Program, they
would have to discuss the existing
farm leasewith Stan Purvis.

The lease was to run for five
years, but Tiede said he had talked
to Purvis about placing theland in
theprogram earlier intheyear.

Other items held over from the
last meeting include areport from
Commissioner Kevin Rasureabout
remodeling the Southwest Bell
building, theresignation of County
Attorney Bonnie Selby from the
Northwest KansasJuvenileService
board and a request from Bruce
Gleason to have the county help

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Sherman County could give
downtown revitalization a big
boost if it can remodel the old
Southwest Bell Building at 10th
and Main and makeit usable.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure
said he had attended a public
meeting on Monday Sept. 29, on
downtown revitalization, and
noted that the county has been
talking about remodeling the
building to make it usable for
morethan storage.

“This would be a wonderful
opportunity toaidthedowntown
program and remodel the build-
ing,” Rasuresaid. “ Thethingswe
needtodo, likeremovetheashes-
tosandinstall anelevator, should
be items that can be part of the
grant match.”

The downtown project would
include replacing the brick on
Main Street from 10th south for
threeblockstotheintersectionat
13th. Money for the project
would come one third from a

Revitalization could get
big boost from project

thebrickintersectionsat 11thand
12th, so their part of the project
andmatchiscovered. Thedown-
towngroupisplanningto submit
an application for aCommunity
Development Block Grant for up
to $200,000 from the state, and
that means the property owners
need to come up with improve-
ments to the buildings that total
at least $200,000.

Rasure said there could be
many uses for the old telephone
building. He suggested it would
be agood place to have the eco-
nomic development office, the
visitor’sbureau office, thecham-
ber officeandthat theupstairshas
aroomthat would makeanexcel -
lent community meeting room.

“We need to look at the long-
range use of the building,” said
Commissioner Chuck Thomas.

Rasuresaid hewouldtry toget
some information on the asbes-
tos removal and would like to
have other ideas that they could
submit aspart of theremodeling
effort.

with hisparamedic class.
Selby’sletter wasread at thelast
meeting, but Rasureasked to delay
action until the recommended re-
placement for the board, CrisL ov-
ington, could be contacted to be
sureshewaswilling to serve.
Gleason has approached the
commissioners about helping him
get hisparamedic credentials.
Hewill bepresent to discussthe
program he is looking at through
Barton Community College.
Inthepast, Gleasonhastalkedto
the commissioners about asimilar
programin Denver and onein Gar-
den City, but an agreement could
not bereached on either of those.
Dave Branda, president of the
Sherman County Historical Soci-
ety, will meetwiththecommission-
ersat 8:15a.m. todiscussan appli-

cationfor grant money tohelpwith
the historic Victorian house.

Mary Messamore, head of the
county central dispatch, met in
closed sessionfor fiveminuteswith
thecommissionersat thelast meet-
ingonapersonnel matter. Noaction
was taken when the meeting re-
opened tothe public.

Messamore said she had are-
sponseto the memo from the com-
missioners about not using cell
phonesfor personal use.

“l won't carry two cell phones,
and | have paid for any personal
callsaslongas| havecarried acell
phonein thiscounty,” shesaid. “1f
| have to change, | will get a per-
sonal cell phone and drop the
county one, which will make me
less available for callswhen | am
not at work.”

Deputy County Clerk Mary Ann
Snethen, fillinginfor County Clerk
Janet Rumpel whowasonvacation,
said she had always told Mess-
amore when there was a personal
call andthedirector had paiditim-
mediately.

The commissioners thanked her
for her comments and said they
would review thesituation.

Rasuresaidthey neededtotrans-
fer $100,000 into the landfill re-
servefund.

“Wecreated it at our meeting on
Sept. 16,” Rasuresaid, “ but weneed
to make sure the funds are trans-
ferred. Otherwisewewould havea
new fund and not have any money
init.”

Rasureask foramotiontowaive
the demolition disposal feefor the
work being done by the city on the

old Mosburg IGA building. Tiede
made the motion and it was sec-
onded by Rasure. Thomasvoted in
favor, saying it was away for the
county to help an economic devel-
opment project. The city is fixing
the building up for an aircraft gas-
ket firmwhichismovingherefrom
Cdlifornia.

The commissioners approved
paying for flu shotsfor county em-
ployees and approved end-of-the-
monthvoucherstotaling $216,036.

Tiede make a motion to go into
closed session for apersonnel mat-
ter for 10 minutes and it was sec-
onded by Rasure.

Thecommissionreturnedto open
sessionat 9:37 a.m. andtook no ac-
tion. Themeeting adjourned at 9:4C
am.

Herndon High School to consolidate

By Kimberly Brandt
The Oberlin Herald

The Herndon High School will
closeattheend of thisyear, withthe
students traveling to school in
Atwood.

At the end of last year the Her-
ndon and Atwood School Districts
decidedto consolidateinto one. At
that timetheAtwood School Board
agreed that the high school in
Herndon would stay open for at
least a year and the grade school
would stay open for at least four
yearsor aslongiswaseconomically
feasible.

Superintendent Lee Tarrant said
at aboard meetingin September the
board agreed to close the high
school inasevento zerovote.

Mr. Tarrant said they will gradu-
atealarge number of kidsin Hern-
don thisyear with asenior class of
13. There are only threein kinder-
garten and not alot of new kids
coming into the school systemin
Herndon.

The grade school, he said has a
better shot at staying open for
longer, at least thefour-year agree-
ment.

Thejunior highstudentsinHern-
donarealready goingtoAtwoodfor
all sports. Therewill alsobeacom-
bined high school girls basketball
team and track, golf and wrestling
will be combinedthisyear.

Mr. Tarrant took over astheprin-
cipal in Herndon and is also the
transportation director as the dis-
trict triesto saveon someexpenses.
Thepast transportation director re-
tired over the summer, he said. Al-
though Mr. Tarrant said heisn’t do-
ing the work on the busses, heis
working on the routes. Even with
theconsolidationthisisstill asmall
school district. Thequestionisdoes
the district cut ateacher or do you
asthe superintendent take on more
responsibility. Mr. Tarrant said he
decided to take on more responsi-
bility.

All of the administrators have
chippedinandaredoingdoubleand
tripletimesthework.

Hesaid heenjoysgoingtoHern-
don. Thereisagood group of kids
there and aren’t very many prob-
lems.

Mr. Tarrant said adifferencefrom
last year in Herndon isthat thereis

afull staff thisyear. Theboard hired
an upper level math teacher which
theschool didn’thavelastyear. The
teacher understandsthat thisisonly
aone-year contract.

Even before the decision was
madeonMonday, Sept. 15, toclose
the high school after this year, the
teacherswerepretty surethatitwas
going to happen, said Mr. Tarrant.
They have wanted to make it the
best year ever. They have a good
attitudeandwant toget thingsdone.
They areagood group all of whom
arewillingtovolunteer toget things
doneright.

All of theteachersinHerndonare
district employeesand somewill be
abletohavejobsinAtwood, but that
won't beagreat number.

When the two districts consoli-
dated to make one Atwood knew
that they couldabsorball of thekids
from Herndon and none of the
teachers. There will be several
people, said Mr. Tarrant, who will
losetheir jobs. Hesaid hehasprom-
isedif therearejobsopeninAtwood
that teachers from Herndon can
jump into those first before trying

to hire someone new.

Mr. Tarrant said sincetheconsoli-
dationthey haven't seenalargede-
crease in the enrollment in Hern-
don. They lost 10 students, but five
of themdecidedtogotoAtwoodfor
school. Overall the district lost &
total of 34 students.

He said they knew that decrease
was coming.

Consolidation was a good idez
forthedistrict, said Mr. Tarrant and
most of the people seem very ac-
cepting of it. There are exceptions
tothat andfor somepeopleconsoli-
dationwill beanissueforever.

Although consolidation didn’t
givethedistrictsmoremoney it sta-
bilized the budget for the next four
years.

Sofar, hesaid, everythingisgo-
ing great and consolidation has
worked well.
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