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Third case of West Nile confirmed here

The Kansas Department of Health and
Environment hasconfirmedthestate’ ssec-
ond death from West Nile virus, and the
third confirmed casein Sherman County.

The individual who died, a 91 year old
from Sedgwick County, first had signs of
encephalitis starting Sept. 15. The victim
washospitalized but died at theend of Sep-
tember.

“Our deepest sympathies go out to the
family suffering thisloss,” said Dr. Gail
Hansen, deputy state epidemiol ogist.

Statehealth official salsoannouncedthat
five additional cases of seriousWest Nile,
involving encephalitis, meningitisor acute
flaccid paralysis, have been confirmed at
thestatel aboratory in Topeka, bringingthe
total to 67.

All thesepatientsareexpectedtorecover.
Theyinclude: a51year oldin Pottawatomie
County, with onset Sept. 3; a47year oldin
Reno County, onset Aug. 31; a51 year old
in Saline County, onset Aug. 26; a25 year
old in Sherman County, onset Sept. 4; and
a75year old in Washington County, onset
Aug. 24

Sherman County now hashad threecon-
firmed casesof West Niledisease, but there
have been at least 10 unverified cases re-
ported.

Todate, 67 casesof West Nilehavebeen
confirmed in Kansas, but state health offi-
cialssay that sincethe beginning of thevi-
rustransmission season, the number of in-
dividualsinfected is likely to be much
greater. Most infections do not cause any

symptoms.

“We sympathize with anyone who has
beenimpacted by West Nilevirusthisyear
and urge everyone to take precautions
against the illness, regardless of whether
there are reported positive cases in your
county,” Roderick Bremby, health depart-
ment secretary said. “Coming in contact
with mosquitoes infected with West Nile
virusisarisk wefaceall acrossthe state.”

Human testing for the disease is gener-
ally recommended only for hospitalized
patientswith severesymptoms. Thereisno
specifictreatment. Peoplemorethan50are
most susceptibleto seriousillness.

Ninety counties have confirmed cases.
Thestatehealth department isnow includ-
ing all thereported caseswheretesting has

indicated West Nilevirusandthey havere-
portedthereare423unverified caseswhich
have been tested by commercial laborato-
ries.

Thestatelistsanadditional threeunveri-
fied deathsfrom West Nilevirusbased on
deathcertificates, but thehealthdepartment
will only report West Nile virus deathsto
the Center for Disease Control that have
been confirmed through the statelab.

Positive tests for West Nile received
through blood donations indicate that .12
of 1 percent, or 44 of 37,643 donors, tested
positive. The health department is report-
ing suspected viruscasesweekly and blood
donation tests monthly.

West NileVirusistransmitted to humans
whenamosquito bitesaninfected bird and

then bitesahuman. Symptomscaninclude
headache, low-grade fever and muscle
aches, but in rare cases can result in seri-
ous illness causing swelling of the brain
(encephalitis), swelling of thecovering of
thebrain (meningitis), paralysis, or death.
It is estimated that 1 in 150 personsin-
fected will develop amore severeform.

West Nilevirusisprimarily adiseaseof
birdsthat i stransmitted by mosquitoeson
to other birds, horses and humans. Last
year, Kansas had 22 serious human cases
withnofatalities, and 794 casesinvolving
horses and mules. More than 300 birds
weretested. Onehundred threeof the 105
Kansas counties reported having West
Nilevirusin either humans, horses, birds
or mosquitoes.

Guard unit readies for bivouac with teens

Sgt. Dana Branstetter (left) evaluated a soldier backing a trailer
while Sgt. Donald Frecks helped him guide the vehicle into posi-

tion Saturday morning at the Goodland armory. The evaluation is

part of the process through which soldiers become licensed to
operate a specific type of vehicle.

Photo by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News

Charter member active

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

Soldiersof Goodland’sNational
Guard unit spent part of their week-
end getting ready to support “Op-
eration Ambush,” a bivouac for
teensthisweekend at Wilson Lake.

Detachment 1 of the170thMain-
tenance Company performed its
monthly drill last weekend. In ad-
dition to preparing equipment for
“Operation Ambush,” the soldiers
did repair and maintenancework.

The 170th is a general support
maintenanceunit headquarteredin
Norton. The unit has three detach-
ments, including Detachment 2 in
Colby and Detachment 3inRussell.
The unit is attached to the 174th
MaintenanceOrdnanceBattaionin
Hays.

Twosoldiershadtheir promotion
ceremonies Saturday afternoon,
with Capt. Lisa Weishaar, the
170th’scommander, presiding. Lt.
LonnieBrungardt, of Almena, De-
tachment 1 commander, was pro-
motedtofirstlieutenant. Sgt. James
Griffen of Colby was promoted to
staff sergeant.

In another ceremony Saturday,
Spc. Raymond Sandoval of
Burlington extended hisGuard en-
listment for ayear.

About 25 soldiers drill at
Goodland’sarmory, usually during

thefirst weekend of themonth. Na-
tional Guard soldiers normally at-
tend one weekend drill per month
and are ordered to active duty, for
about two weeks each year for an-
nual training, also commonly re-
ferredto as* summer camp.”

Next year the 170thisschedul e
toserveitsannual trainingattheNa-
tional Training Center at Fort Irwin,
Cdlif.inMay. Theunitwill provide
maintenancesupporttothe11thAr-
mored Cavalry Regiment, which
serves as the opposing forces, or
“opfor,” for units rotating through
the center.

Thisyear’s annual training was
last January at the National Main-
tenance Training Center at Camp
Dodge, lowa, on the north side of
DesMoines.

Sgt. Mark Reasoner, thefull-time
technician for Detachment 1, saic
while there, the 170th was evalu-
atedonitsability toperformgeneral
supportlevel maintenanceand took
part in asmall field training exer-
cise.

Hesaid theunit passeditseval u-
ation and received several compli-
mentary commentsfrom the staff.

Overall, Reasoner said, the sol-
diers enjoyed the opportunity tc
work in amodern, fully equipped
facility that waswell stocked.
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You're 18

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

Arbutus Topliff of Goodland is
thelast survivingcharter member of
the Lincoln Larks, the local affili-
ate of the National Association for
Family and Community Education.

The Larks were established in
1939 with four charter members.
Topliff, till anactivemember, says
she has been involved in several
projects promoting community
heritage, prideandwelfareover the
years.

“We have had several champion
fair booths, donated bookstotheli-
brary and also helped with the
healthfairs,” shesaid.

Topliff saidthat themembersfind
their experiences, such as touring
museums and other pointsof inter-
est, rewarding. Club activities are
educational, providinglessonsthat
hel pthem keep pacewith changing
methods and products and find the
best buys.

Onerecent project wasto donate
asmall memorial for the flagpole
near the agriculture building at the
Sherman County Fairgrounds. The
flagpole wasrelocated in the early
1970s from Ruleton Elementary
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Arbutus Topliff (left) stood nextto
the flag pole in front of the agri-
culture building at the Sherman
County fairgrounds where the
stone and plaque (above) were
placed this summer.
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School, which closed in 1969, by
the Eager Beavers4-H Club.

LaDonaFrerichs, agent assistant
in the Sherman County Extension
office, said the memorial is part of
theLarks' continuing effort to pre-
servethe county’s heritage.

The memorial is ametal plague
mounted on an acornerstone from
oneof theoriginal buildingsat Fort
Wallace, an old cavalry post in

Wallace County east of Sharon
Springs. The engraving was ar-
rangedthroughMann’sJewelry and
Gifts, and J-D Stonecutters
mounted the plaque, built the
flagpole’sconcretebaseand set the
memorial. Theprojectwaspaidfor
by theLincoln Larks.

“Eachyear holdsmemoriesdear
toeachmember,” Topliff said. “ Ev-
eryoneenjoysthefriendship, laugh-
ter and lessons. TheLincoln Larks
have agolden length of friendship
built through theyears.”

The Family and Community
Educationmovementiscelebrating
its67thyear and next week, Oct. 14-
20, isNational FCE Week.

“National FCE was formed in
1936,” said Bettie Lucas, national
vicepresident for publicpolicy. “It
isaproactive organization that ad-
dresses many concerns of families
and communities before they be-
comeissues.”

In keeping pace with the evolv-
ing needs of society, the group fo-
cuses today on three major con-
cerns: Continuingeducation, devel-
oping leadership and community
action. For information, see
www.nafce.org.

Sewer ratesscheduledtogoupinMarch

RATES, from Page 1

For residencesthat use300o0r less
cubic feet of water per monththere
will not bearaise.

Volk said the city has 2,428 cus-
tomers. About 2,140 of those are
residential andtherest arecommer-
cial.

Billinger saidtheincreaselooked
to beabout $6 amonthfor theaver-
agehome, and $42 for thecommer-
cial accounts. Heaskedif therewas
away tojudgetheaveragecommer-
cial account under the present sys-
tem.

Pickman saidthesystemnow has
no rhyme or reason for who gets
charged what, andthereisno docu-
mentation to explain why therates
are set theway they are.

“There are some places that are
paying higher rates than others,”
Pickman said,

“and even the motels, which are
supposedtobecharged based onthe
number of rooms, are not consis-
tent.”

“The new rate structure is clear
and is fairer than what has been
here,” Neufeld said.

“| agreethewhole system needs
tobechanged,” Billinger said, “and
we may have to come back and
make some adjustments.”

Neufeld said under the current
system, the schools are being
charged based onthenumber of stu-
dents, andthat whileenrolIment has
beengoing down, thewater usehas
increased.

“Evenwiththisinplace, it needs
tobereviewed every year,” Blume
said, “andif weraiseit alittleeach
year,wewon't havetheproblemwe
now face. Therehasbeenno adjust-
mentin 18 years.”

Commissioner Chuck Lutters

said it wassomething that hastobe
done. He moved to adopt the ordi-
nanceaspresented, and Blumesec-
onded the motion.

Billinger askedif thecommercial
ratescould beaveraged, but thean-
swer wasthat it wasbetter for them
to be charged on the amount they
use each month because averaging
would not befair to everyone.

Pickman said the city will need
toknow after Marchwhat level the
rateswill haveto be to pay for the
new plant or lagoon system.

“We are limited on choices,”
Danielssaid. “Wehaveto havethis
in place. It islike a Catch-22 or a
rock and ahard spot.”

“Evenif youwereto usegeneral
obligation bonds (to finance) the
sewer system, this hasto bein
place,” Neufeld said.

Commissioner John Garciasaid
he knew it had to be raised, but he

was worried about making a hard-
ship on businessesthat are aready
having problems.”

Pickman saidthey would encour-
age commercial customersto con-
tact thecity beforethenew ratesgo
into effect to see what the impact
might be. Daniels, Garcia, Blume
and L uttersvotedtoapprovetheor-
dinance.

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
port errors. We believe that news
shouldbefair andfactual . Wewant
tokeep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.
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“Where the focusis you!”

Make aWish!

Colby, Kansas

Seniors « Families
Passport Photos
Reunions « Weddings

Now taking appointments!
Call Michelle @ 785-460-0177
Southwind Plaza

3-6 mo. experience
28¢/mile

6-12 mo. experience
30¢/mile i

1 year experience rFf

32¢/mile
www.cfidrive.com®ji
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Learning Quest® is the 529 education savings program
brought to you by Kansas State Treasurer, Lynn Jenkins, CPA.
Managed by American Century” Investments, it offers a

way to invest for higher education expenses with

the potential for tax benefits.

Contact your financial advisor or call 1-866-526-7283

LearningQuesf’”‘)?

529 EDUCATION SAVINGS PROGRAM

Enter to win a $10,000 Learning Quest account when you visit

www.learningquest.com/sweepstakes

Administered by Kansas State Treasurer Lynn Jenkins, CPA.
Managed by American Century Investment Management, Inc.

See website for official sweepstakes rules.

Notice: Accounts established under Learning Quest and their earnings are neither insured nor guaran-
teed by the State of Kansas, the Kansas State Treasurer or American Century. As with any investment,
withdrawal value may be more or less than your original investment. By investing in a 529 plan outside of
the state in which you pay taxes, you may lose any tax benefits offered by the state's plan. ©2003
American Century Investment Management, Inc.

Internet tonight! 899-2338




