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from our viewpoint...

Let’s quiet carping,
get on with world

Cdl it Yellowcake-gate?
Democratsarescreaming for aspecial counsel tonail some-

be an ambassador’swife.
them abunch of shady Arkansasland deals.

diplomatic cocktail circuit.

bad spy novel.

Already, the FBI ishot onthetrail of thealleged leak. Hun-
dredsof officialswhoknew officially theagency’sidentity will
berounded up and questioned.

aform of refined uranium ore known as yellowcake. He re-

anyway.
Washington columnist Robert Novak reported that Mr. Wil -

becausehiswife, Vaerie Plame, wasaCI A agent.

Novak, did not protest the use of her name, it'saviolation of

world knowswho they are.
Democrats out for blood want to see someone prosecuted.

nameto punish her husbandfor hisanti-administration stance.

asthat might be. Thehowlingisliabletolast al year.
Thereal questionisnot whether we need aspecial prosecu-
tor. Thequestionis, doesanyonereally care?
Apparently, not eventheCIA. But meantime, dozensof FBI
agentshavebeen pulled out of thecounter terrorismunit to pur-

hunting el ephantsdown on PennsylvaniaAvenue. Thearebe-
ing led by asenior prosecutor from the counterterrorism unit.

Americaistired of special prosecutorsand special investi-
gations of such trivia. Instead of appointing an independent
prosecutor, why not admit that the entire affair wasinconse-
quential?

L et Congressget back to worrying about the budget and | et
the FBI go find terrorists. That’swhat we pay them for, after
all.

Not hunting leakersand Republicans.

If thisistheworst thingthey haveon Mr. Bush, he'sliableto
get re-elected. —Steve Haynes.
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onefor revealing theidentity of aCl A agent who happenedto

Get real. These are the same Democrats who didn’t want a
specia counsd toinvestigateBill Clinton’sdoings, firstamong

Just asthat got ridiculouswhen the FBI had to analyze the
stain on Monica’ sdress, thisonecracks up somewhereonthe

Theambassador’swifewasCIA? Soundsliketheplot for a

Thegovernment sent Ambassador Joseph WilsontoAfrica
toinvestigate rumorsthat Saddam Hussein wastrying to buy

ported back that there was no substance to the rumor, but the
alegationtointo President Bush's State of the Union address
son, who became acritic of the administration, had been sent

Though the CIA confirmed her identity and, according to
federal law to discloseclassified information. And the names
of CIA agents, apparently areclassified. Evenwhenthewhole
They claim someone at the White House leaked Ms. Palme's

No one really knows the truth about the leak, unimportant

suetheleaker. Instead of huntingfor al Qaidaterrorists, they’re
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Big brother among ‘the greatest’

| don’t know about you, but | haveabrother
who fought inWorld War [1.

For hislast birthday, | gave him a copy of
thebook “ The Greatest Generation.”

Heis part of that greatest generation. He
earned the nation’s gratitude and hero-status
from hisyounger sister.

That generation is quickly passing away
from us, and their patriotism with them. Will
Americaever beso united asit wasthen?

| can’'t view any war with joy, but | do look
back on World War |1 with adegree of nostal-
gia. | wastooyoungto realizewhat it wasall
about. But | remember we didn't like “ Japs,”
there were no Hershey bars, and | missed my
big brother. | think thewar changed him alot,
but then World War 11 changed the world.
Never after that werewe so innocent.

I deasof morality changed dramatically, just
as acceptance of drug-use came through the
Vietnam conflict. Our young and bright go off
to fight for anideal, and too often come back
disillusioned.
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® commentary

Americanscan’t believeanyonemight hate
Americans. Maybethat’ stheonly shred of in-
nocencewe haveleft. We seemto believeev-
eryoneintheworld should belike us, and we
think everyonewantsto be American.

We could learn alot from primitive tribes
who are content and happy to live off theland
andthank Godforit. \WWedon' trealizewhat our
standard of living does to the environmental
balance of theworld.

We are now embroiled in awar that was
called “just.” Weidealized the results before
weconsidered thecosts. Eventhoughthe ma-
jor fightingisover, wearenow policingacoun-
try about whichweknow very little.

Wedon'tunderstandtheir thought processes

ortheirreligion. Yetwewent over tofreethem,
expectingtobewel comedwithopenarms. We
didn’tfulfill the bravado, and we can’'t get out
gracefully. Shadesof Vietnam.

Nowar isgood, and I’m not sure | can ever
cometotermswith any being “just.”

Theheartsof men and women seemto have
aninfinitecapacity for hateand revenge, both
of whichproliferateinwar andlast for genera-
tions. We have to oppose evil, of course, but
sometimesweneed to look closer tohomefor
theevil. Maybeinour ownheartsand actions.

Yet, eveninmy concernand prayers, | have
faith in the goodness of humankind — if not
awaysintheir governments. And my heartis
warmed knowingthat good I ragji peopl erisked
their livesto help our troopsin many ways—
especially in the situations leading to the re-
capture of our prisoners.

Theevil that existsintheworldisusuallyin
human-made governing bodies, not intheev-
eryday peopleof any nation.

Godhelpusall!

Kansas cornfield yields rare treasure

We laugh when people say that everything
that isto bediscovered hasbeen. Butwhenwe
find out something hasbeen discoveredinour
own back yard, we are abit surprised

That'show | feltwhen| visitedtheMuseum
of the Steamboat Arabia in Kansas City last
month.

| know Kansas City. | spent 10 yearsliving
and working in Kansas City, Kansas, and its
suburbs. Steve spent more than adozen years
onvariousbeatsaroundthecity, fromthecourt-
housetotheairport, for TheKansasCity Times.

Our children were bornin Kansas City. We
followed the Royalsfor years. We know most
of thebest barbecueplacesand havevisitedthe
galleries, parksand museums.

How dare they sneak onein on usjust be-
causewe moved away in 19807

When the information on the National
Newspaper ConventioninKansasCity arrived
withanotethat wewouldvisittheNelson Gal-
lery of Art andthe Steamboat ArabiaM useum,
| wasexcited. | lovethe Nelson. | thought the
Arabiamust be some sort of gambling cruise.

| soonlearned, however, that theArabiawas
asteamship which sank inthe Missouri River
near Kansas City on Sept. 5, 1856 — several
yearshbeforethe Civil War.

TheArabiawasonly oneof several hundred
shipstosink ontheBigMuddy. It wasatreach-
erousriver full of snagsand eddies.

The Arabia was loaded with supplies for
OmahaCity and Logan, Neb., Council Bluffs
and Sioux City, lowa, and other settlements
alongtheriver.

Everyone aboard the ship made it to shore
safely withtheexception of amule, whichwas
till tiedto apolewhenthe shipwasunearthed
in1991.
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® Open season

A father and histwo grown sons heard sto-
riesof the sunken ship and decidedtogoona
treasure hunt. Thetrio, joined by twofriends,
thought they could unearth aburied steamship
for about $65,000.

They chose the Arabia because the exact
locationwasknown— afieldin Kansasabout
ahalf mile from the river. Over more than a
century, the river had winded its way away
from the wreck, leaving it in the middle of a
cornfield.

Thecost of excavationmountedtotheneigh-
borhood of $750,000. By thetimetheartifacts
fromthewreck werehoused inamuseum, the
bill had risen to $1.4 million. Bank loansand
investorshel ped pay the bill after thefive ex-

where to write

plorerstapped out their savings.

Andwhat wasontheArabia, besidestheill-
fated mule?

Some 200 tons of merchandise. Everything
you'dneedif youlivedintheWestin 1856.On
display arejewelry; perfume; champagne; fur
coats, foodincluding pickles, piefillings, pep-
percorns, cheese, catsupand oysters, morethan
4,000 |eather boots and shoes, 100 pair of In-
diarubber overshoesmanufacturesby Ford &
Goodyear Co., morethan 2,000 piecesof chine
including Wedgwood and Ironstone; 15C
|eather hitsand 65 boltsof fabric, sewing sup-
pliesincluding chinaand brassbuttons, Indian
tradebeads, and thousandsof needlesand pins.

And it was all found in afield owned by
Norman Sortor of Kansas City, Kansas.

His daughter, Martha, and | were college
roommatesinthelate’ 60s.

It'sa very small, very strangeworld.

For information about the museum and its
amazing contentscall (816) 471-40300r gotc
www.1856.com.
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