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from our viewpoint...

Parks make city
place we like to live

Onething that separates one city from another isthe open
spacesthey preserveaspart of the devel opment of apark sys-
tem, and there are several good parks that give Goodland a
uniqueimage

The Goodland parks committee presented a survey report
and recommendations about the future of the city’s parksto
the City Commission recently..

Among the recommendations is a statement that there are
more parksthanthecity needs, andthat it might bepossibleto
eliminateoneor moreparkstoreduceexpenses. Withthecity’s
tight financial situation, it is prudent to examine everything,
looking for waysto save expenses, and it’sgood to look at the
devel opment and use of city parks.

Thecommittee asked citizenstofill out questionnairesand
gathered opinionsfromthosewho attended thefair inAugust.
M ost of thepeoplewho expressed anopinionfelttheparkswere
adequate for the city, and especially mentioned the use of
Chambers, Gulick and Steever parksfor avariety of activities.

Therewasasensethat Pioneer Park on Cherry Ave. needsto
be completed to provide abetter entranceto thecity.

The committee suggested that the city hastoo many parks,
recommending the city could eliminate the park area north-
west of West Elementary and Rosewood Park, intheRosewood
Addition north of the hospital. Their survey showed theseto
betheleast used city parks.

We agree the park areato the northwest of the elementary
school isnot themost used, and asthecity devel ops, thismight
bean areathat could besold for devel opment of housing.

However, we do not agree the city should eliminate Rose-
wood Park. Thecommitteecited thisastheleast used park, and
suggestedit could beeliminated or givento areahomeowners
tomaintain.

Wefed itisnot asused currently becausethenumber of chil-
drenlivinginthe areaisnot ashigh asother parts of thecity,
but that may changeinthefuture. Thisisawonderful park, and
certainly addsaspecial quality totheneighborhood. Whenthe
park was devel oped, it was part of the plan for the neighbor-
hood and should be preserved.

Itispossiblethat the homeowners could devel op some sort
of park district to maintain the park, but it woul d be better that
itremainacity park to provideopportunitiesfor devel opment
of other recreation facilitiesfor all citizens.

We agreewith the committeethat askateboard/roller blade
areacouldbedevel opedin oneof theparks. Onesuggestionis
totakethetenniscourtsat Gulick for this purpose.

The city commission thanked the committee for its work,
and asked that thegroup continuetol ook at theparksand pos-
sible ways to improve them. We believe the city has a good
number of parks, and that within the budget they should be
maintai ned or improved asmuch as possible.

Parks are an important feature of acity, and in future gen-
erations, the effort to preservethemwill pay big dividends.

—TomBetz
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Internet drowning in junk mail

Everyone who uses the Internet, and espe-
cialy e-mail, knowsabout theever-increasing
amount of spuriousmessagesthat areclogging
the system.

Expertsbelievethat at |east half of al thee-
mail messages sent each day arejunk mail, or
“gpam,” and that this adds a tremendous cost
tothe use of the system for businesses.

A study by AmericaOn-Lineshowedthat up
to 80 percent of the 2.3 billion messages
handled by that system each day is spam that
they block from delivery. Thisjunk isweigh-
ingthesystemdownandtakinguplargeblocks
of the network all over theworld.

The study suggeststhat in officeswhere e-
mail isamajor form of communication, ittakes
up to an hour aday to maintain mailboxesand
eliminate the unwanted messages, costing
businessesmillionsof dollarsin wasted time.

Whilethenumber of spam messagescontin-
ues to grow, ideas of what to do about it are
being devel oped, but not at the samerate. The
effortstodevel opfiltersand waystoblock the
spam are being added each day, but there are
times when it seemsthe spammers are ahead
of thefiltersbeforethey can beinstalled.

AsanInternet serviceprovider for northwest
Kansas, we continueto ook for waysto fight
spam. Somedaysitlookslikewemight bewin-
ning, but just as quickly, we see the spam ex-
plode around our best efforts.

Whether thereisaway tolegisateasolution
tothehugenumber of spam messagesremains
to be seen. Some think thisis something that
needsto be avoided becauseit may haveadi-
sastrous affect on the wonderful underlying
system peoplerely ontoday.

tom betz

t,t&o

Individually, there are a number of things
each person can do to combat the spammers.
Thebest suggestionistomakeuseof filtersand
blocking programsbuiltintotoday’ scomputer
operating systems. These are not perfect, but
certainly provideameansto customizee-mail
and eliminate many of these unwanted mes-
sages.

Within the Outlook Express programisa
method for creating filtersto block messages
by addressand by key words. Thesework to-
gether to eliminate alarge portion of thein-
coming spam, though they must be reviewed
every so often.

When aspam messageisreceived, thefirst
stepistogototheMessagemenuandclick on
the“ block sender” option. Thisautomatically
adds the address to the list of those to be
blocked in the future. To make this more ef-
fective, editthelistdowntodomainnames. To
reach the list, go to the Tools menu and then
click ontheM essageRulesoption, whichthen
opens other options, among which is the
blocked sender list.

Oncethisopensup, thereisalist of all the
addressesthat havebeenblocked. Tomakethe
filter more effective, eliminate everythingin
theaddressinfront of andincludingtheat* @”
symbol. If the addressis“whoknows@who-
cares.com, eliminatingthefirst partwill mean

that any message coming fromwhocares.com
will be sent to the delete folder. Cutting the
addresses down to the domain names reduces
theincoming spam by nearly 60 percent, but it
issomethingthat youhavetoupdateregul arly.

Another part of the block sender list isthe
key words, which are part of the mail rules.
Withthispart of theprogramyoutell thee-mail
programwhat wordstolook forintheaddress,
body or title of anincoming messagethat you
do not want to read and it will automatically
sendittothedel etefolder. Thewordsaresepa-
rated by quote marks and commas such as
“mortgage,” “enlarge,” “Viagra,” “ Xanax.”
“weightloss,” “dietpill,” “refinance” or about
anything el seyou want to block by subject.

Thereareother programsthat can be down-
loaded to helpinthiseffort, and theanti-virus
placeslike Norton and MacAfee have e-mail
programs as well. One freeware program,
Mailwasher, seemstowork pretty well. It can
be downloaded at mailwasher.com.

With the enormous amount of spam hitting
the Internet, something needs to be done to
control these unwanted messages, but it will
not be easy. For every new filter, it seemsthat
another dozendifferent messagesarrive. Noth-
ings seemsto be perfect except for abandon-
ing the Internet, but there are good messages
aswell that wewant toreceive, sowestruggle
to stay ahead despite the fact we are sinking
slowly inthe seaof spam.

If anyonehasother ideasabout how to com-
bat spam, we would be pleased to hear about
them, and would reprint them to help others.
Weneedtobandtogether toretakethel nternet
from the spammers.

Budget crunch threatens farm money

TotheEditor:

There's a movement in Washington that |

could cost Kansasfarmersasmuchas$50mil-
lion. TheFarmBill isbeing re-opened. Some

producers’ government support payments

might be reduced. What'sworse, most farm-
erswill not know about it until it’stoo late be-
cause the deals are being cut behind closed
doorsin Congress.

Belowis alettertoKansasfarmersby aKan-
sasfarmer trying to spread theword. Anyone
inK ansaswhodependsonagriculturetomake
aliving needsto know what’sgoing on, and it
would be of great interest to your readers.
Please consider this letter for publication. If
you have any questions, contact Paul Penner,
theauthor, or meat 202-367-1625. Paul’ snum-
ber isat theend of theletter.

Phillip Hays, AcrePartners

Washington

Dear Kansas Farmer:

| grow wheat, milo and soybeans in
Hillsboro. Like most other Kansasfarmers, |
assumed that after wepassedtheFarmBill last
year, farmersweretaken careof forawhile. We
worked for yearsto get aFarm Bill withade-
cent safety net. | figured our businessinWash-
ington wasdonefor alittlewhile.

from our
readers

® to the editor

| waswrong. Earlierthisweek, | learnedthat
there are some in Congress currently attack-
ingtheFarmBill. Thereisamovementinthe
Senatetofurther reducethecap ongovernment
payments. Why can’tthey leavethe FarmBill
alone?

The D.C. spin machine will say limiting
paymentswill decreasesupport for “ hugecor-
porate farms.” They’ll say we receive too
muchintheway of government support. Some
will even say payment limits are designed to
savethefamily farm. | disagree.

If you're like me, you depend on govern-
ment assistance to makes ends meet in lean
years, whether it’scrop insurance, marketing
loans or even direct payments.

The residents of America enjoy the safest,
most abundant and the cheapest food and fi-
ber intheworld. Inreturn, they provide less
than4 centsper meal intheway of government
support.

In addition, we support 13 percent of the

nation’seconomy, 24 millionAmericanwork-
ers, and producethe country’sNo. 1 export. |
think we' ve earned 4 centsameal.

Thegood newsfor usisthat thelatest attack
would only affect thetop 5 percent of farmsin
Kansas. Thebad news: It would cost Kansas
farmers $50 million. It would drive someout
of thebusiness. And, it sendsthemessagethat
the Farm Bill can be re-opened any time fed-
eral budgetsget tight.

AsaKansasfarmer youshould care. Reduc-
ing payment limits not only sets a dangerous
precedent, but it will affect land values, it will
hurt rural economies, and it will makeit diffi-
cult for somefarmersto qualify for operating
loans.

TherewasaDepartment of Agriculturecom:-
missionappointedtostudy theproposal. They
oppose reducing the payment limit cap at this
time.

Thisisapleatoall farmersinthe state. We
must stand together. | encourage you towrite
Sens. Robertsand Brownback to urgethemtc
voteno onany changestothe Farm Bill. Join
meintelling Congressthat the Farm Bill isoff
limits.

Paul D. Penner

Hillsboro

(620) 947-3012

garfield

JON, T NEED TO
EXPRESS MWYSELF

S0 I'VE TAKEN
UP PAINTING

Wo'poIeh mmm

Distributed by Universal Press Syndicate

"poaIasal SIUBIH IV "ON| ‘SMVd £00Z ©

M DAVES 10-Z1

1 CALLIT
"STUPID IN GREEN"




