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from our viewpoint...

Daylight Time
should start sooner

The country goes off Daylight Saving Time on Sunday, and
it'sabout time. It's getting mighty dark for those who get up
early.

Daylight Saving Time has been around since World Wer |,
when the government pushed it as an efficiency measure. It's
been much debated because, in essence, it’sjust atrick.

Youcan'tsavedaylight. Therearestill only 24 hoursinaday.

Youcansavetheenergy ittakestolight upworkplaces, streets
and schoolslateintheafternoon, though, andinthewar emer-
gency, peoplethought that wasimportant.

Thepeopledoingthethinkingweremostly city folk, though.
Many farmersobjected, claiming either that they couldn’t milk
acow on Daylight Time, or that since they had to get up with
the sun anyway, the whol e thing wasjust anuisanceto them.

For nearly a century, Daylight Saving Time has come and
gone at thewhim of the era. It was banished most places after
theGreat War, then cameback intheyearsof the Greatest Gen-
eration.

If thecountry needed alittlesavingin 1918, itneeded alotin
1941. After V-JDay, though, theneed seemedal ot ess. Ameri-
canwasprosperous, growingandfull of itself. Wehad no prob-
lems, savethe Russians and the commiesin the closet.

Thetime-altering schemewasdormant then until theenergy
crisisyearsof the 1970s. It always seemed ironic that it was a
Republican president, Richard Nixon, onwhosewatchwegot
federal ordersto goto Daylight Timeand the 55-mile-an-hour
speed limit.

Somuchfor states' rights.

Since then, the whole nation has been on Daylight Saving
Timesaveacoupleof rebel states, IndianaandArizona, whose
timeisso confusing, wecan't explainit toyou.

IndianaisintheCentral TimeZonepart of theyear and partly
in Eastern Timetherest of the year. We think. Arizonacomes
and goesfrom Mountain Time, but it'sunlikely anyonethere
isyoung enough to set the clock onthe video recorder.

In Kansas, we livemostly on Central Standard Time, what-
everthat may beonagivenday. It'sCentral Timeeast of Good-
land, and M ountain Timewest thereof, whichisn't much. But
it'sDaylight Timeall summer acrossthe state.

And for themost part, we can deal withit. We'reused toiit.
Anditisniceto havealittle extrasunshine after work.

The only flaw in the plan isthis: Standard time covers the
four darkest monthsof theyear, whenthedaysareshortest, No-
vember, December, January and February. It doesnot include
October, butit doesincludeMarch, thoughthedaysareroughly
egual inlength those months.

It'd make more senseto change thetimethefirst Sunday in
Marchrather thanthefirst Sunday inApril, andtherehavebeen
billsinCongresstodojustthat. It would beagoodideato make
thechange, just to eventhingsout.

We' d recommend that to Congress, if it feelssoinclined, to
changethe start date for Daylight Timeto the first Sunday in
March.

Oh, and don’t forget to set your clocks back an hour Satur-
day night beforeretiring. It'stimeto change. — Seve Haynes
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Halloween mostly harmless fun

| don’tknow about you, but Halloweenisall
around me.

Thestoresarefull of ghostsand goblins, fall
color flower arrangements, and enticementsto
buy. People now decorate their homes almost
asmuch asfor Christmas.

Butyou’ dbetter hurry if you' regoingtobuy
Halloween costumes; they will bereplaced by
ChristmasitemsevenbeforeOct. 31. Whatever
happened to Thanksgiving?

Halloween has always been a time for
pranks. What will today’s children tell their
grandchildren about their Hall oween pranks?
What will they consider “innocent” fun?

Thepastfew weeks|’ vebeenhearing grand-
parents talk about what they (well, not they
themselves, of course, but other kidstheir age)
did for pranks — aturkey in a school class-
room, a cow on top the schoolhouse, a
Volkswagentipped onendtogetitinanarrow
storefront, and pushing over outhouses —
sometimeswith peoplein them.

| was never even involved in soaping win-
dows; my mother expressly forbidany of those
kinds of things. But who doesn’t enjoy dress-
ing upand pretending? Surely there’snoharm
inthat.

Today’skids have way too much reality in
their lives; let themimagine— if only for one

Flood of

Anyonewhogoesonthel nternet knowshow
much junk e-mail thereisrolling through the
ether.

Ream after ream of the stuff, known as
“gpam” after the patented form of fake ham,
jams mailboxes and bogs down servers. Ex-
perts estimate that business spends millions
every year just paying employeesto clean out
their mailboxesand block that spam.

Mostly,it'salosingbattle. Government can’t
regulate spam well because much of it origi-
nates offshore. Nonresident spammersaren’t
likely to toe the mark on American law. And
we can't hardly send the Marinesinto Belize
or Estoniato grab their computers, popular as
that might be at home.

That |eavesuspoor computer userswith piti-
ful andinadequatetool sfor fighting thisjunk.
AndI think I'mlosing.

I’ ve been buried under and avalanche of
spamlately. Either | signedupfor asitethat sold
me down theriver of spam, or someonedid it
for me. I’'mreally not sure.

| canseeaprankster signingmeupfor some
pornsiteor Takwondolessons, but | don’t have
any ex-wiveswhoarethat madat me. At least,
not yet.

Whatever happened, it opened the gates of
spam hell and let ariver of the stuff flow into
my computer.

(I dso started getting phone callsfrom very
insistent salesmen who said | *had signed up
ontheirwebsite” forinformationonwhatever
they were selling. Right, | really need real es-
tatein central Floridaand accessoriesfor my
new Mercedes. Sincethey werecallingonline
2, wefigured it wasn’'t me who filled out the
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Part of the joy has gone out of Halloween,
though. Getting that much candy inoneplace
at onetimeused to beareal treat, becausewe
seldom had candy — especially store-bought
candy. We used to eat even the homemade
cookies, fruit and popcorn balls we received
— without once thinking they might be dan-
gerous.

We have lost so much. What can be fun
about harming others? Halloween should be
innocent fun for theyoung or costume parties
for adults.

Somepeopledon’tlikeHalloweenfor vari-
ous reasons, and many of their reasons have
merit. If Halloweenglorifiesor celebratesevil,
thenweshouldavoidit. Nooneshould gettoo
comfortablewith any form of evil.

Something to think about isthis quote spo-
kenby anAmishelderinthemovie, “Harvest
of Fire’: “Wedon't understandtheevil,, nor do
wetry to. For the things you understand too
well, you arein danger of becoming.”

Maybethat’ sthefear of theanti-Halloween

people; it sworth considering. Weshoul d con-
tinueto beappalled and repul sed by evil —to
keepfromacceptingitand becomingevil our-
selves. However, we should be on guard
against that kind of evil every day, not just on
Halloween.

Everyone hasto admit, though: Halloween
comesat abeautiful timeof year. Thetreesare
spectacular asthey say goodbyeto their sum-
mer clothing.

Thebrillianceof fall flowersrivalsthetrees
finery. Theweather ismild and pleasant. It'sa
timetobeenjoyedtoitsfullest.

Let’s encourage fun and smiles before
winter’sblast sendsusall inside.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-Newsencouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit lettersfor length and taste. Send, with
address and phone numbers, by e-mail to:
<star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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I’ vewrittenfiltersandtrashed messages, and
so far, I’ ve been able to keep my head above
water. But just barely.

Filters are kind of fun. You have to guess
which part of a message or address might be
repeated andthenwriteyour filter toblock that.
Mostly, we block the domain the sender lives
at, unlessit’ ssomethingterribly commonlike
“aol.com.”

Also, it paysto block wordslike (Mothers:
donot | et pre-teen children read thenext para-
graph.) viagra, prescription, sex, porn and
arnold.

where to write

A good combination of filterswill block 90
percent or more of the unwanted messages
aimed at your computer, from used car sales-
mento obnoxiousin-laws. (Hey, itworks. Just
tryit.)

Theother day, after being gonefromthe of -
fice for acouple of days, | trapped 403 mes-
sages into my trash and 20 into the in box. It
wasno problemdel eting 16 of those (and mak-
ing filtersfor them, of course) and saving the
four legitimate messages.

Let'ssee, 400t04.

Maybe | should just change my e-mail ad-
dress. That’ swhat somepeopledo. And never,
ever sign up for any siteontheweb again.

Right.

WEell, if you're fighting your own personal
spamwar, good luck.

Asfor me, I'm waiting for the lawyers for
Hormel to call and complain. Although think
they’ vealready lost that battle.

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address —
roberts.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart
Senate Office Building, Washington D.C.
20510. (202) 224-6521; web e-mail address
— brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Long-
worth House Office Building, Washington,
D.C. 20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail ad-
dress — jerry.moran@mail.house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address —
morrison@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol
Building Rm. 449-N, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7399; e-mail address —
clark@senate.state.ks.us

Kansas Attorney General Phil Kline,
301 S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS
66612-1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785)
291-3699 TTY: (785) 291-3767
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THAT POT-TO-POT
BOOK ISNT GOING
TO CONNECT ITSELF



