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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 5:56 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 7:07 a.m.
* Sunset, 5:54 p.m.

Midday Conditions

« Soil Temperature 64 degrees
* Humidity 19 percent
* Sky mostly sunny
* Winds light and variable
+ Barometer 29.95 inches

and rising
* Record High 85° (1952)
* Record Low 20° (1975)

Last 24 Hours*
High 90°
Low 45°

Precipitation

N.W. Kansas Forecast
Today: partly cloudy, high lower
60s, low around 30, winds north
20-45 m.p.h. Saturday: partly
cloudy, high mid 50s, low upper

20s, winds north 10-15 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast

Sunday: partly cloudy witha 20
percent chance of rain and snow
showers after midnight, highlower
50s, low lower 30s. Monday:
mostly cloudy with a 20 percent
chance of rain showers in the
morning, high upper 50s, low mid
30s. Tuesday: partly cloudy and
windy, high upper 50s, low mid 30s

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
*Readings taken at 7 a.m.

none

Noon
Wheat — $3.27 bushel
Posted county price — $3.20
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn — $2.26 bushel
Posted county price — $2.01
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $2.04 bushel
Soybeans — $7.15 bushel
Posted county price — $10.04
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Millet — $5 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $10.10 cwt.
NuSun — $10.65 cwt.
Confection — $16/$9 cwt.
Pinto beans — withdrawn
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Hunt guie
Inside today

Inside today’s Goodland
Star-Newsisthisyear’s Fall
Hunting Guide, a complete
guide to hunting in north-
west Kansas. Included are
personal stories on dove
and turkey hunting, bigger
walk-in-hunting maps, reci-
pes and much more. See
Sections F and H.

Downtown costs are ‘voluntary’

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

City officialscleared up some misconcep-
tions about the Downtown Revitalization
Project on Monday evening at the City Com-
mission meeting.

Commissioner Dave Daniels said he was
hearing that some of the business ownersin
thetarget areadid not want to beintheproject
because they were under the impression that
each businesshadto pay anequal shareof the
private sector’stotal contribution.

Penny Nemechek, the community grant
writer, who is working on the project, ex-
plainedthat no businessisrequiredto makea
contribution to the program. Nemechek de-
scribedhow thegrant for revitalizationworks:

TheKansasDepartment of Commerceand
Housing will match up to $200,000 spent on
approved projects that improves the target
areaasawhole. To qualify for the maximum
amount, the city and the private sector each
must contribute $200,000 in improvements
and repairs.

Thetarget areais the section of Main Av-
enue from 10th Street to 13th Street, includ-
ing the businesses facing the street on both

Useof loud, stuttering “jake brakes’ on
big trucks could be expensive, since they
are now prohibited within Goodland city
limits unless the truck has a special muf-
fler system.

The city commission passed an ordi-
nanceM onday prohibitingtheuseof “com-
pressionrelease enginebraking systems,”
commonly referred to as “jake brakes,”
unlessthey are equipped with amuffler.

When introduced Monday, the ordi-
nance prohibited any use of jake brakesin
thecity.A similar ordinancewasintroduced
in 2000 but died in committee.

Commissioner Chuck L utters spoke
against the measure, saying that although
the noiseisanuisance, there was no need

City rules out loud ‘jake brakes

for an ordinance. Commissionerssaidthat
thebrakeswereincommonuseinthetruck-
ingindustry. Banningtheminthecity could
causeexcessivewear onthevehicle' sbrak-
ing systems, which could create an unnec-
essary irritant for businessesthat usetrucks
intheir daily operations.

Many trucksareequippedwithamuffler
system to help keep the noise down. The
commissionersthenagreedthatif avehicle
was equipped with the muffler system,
compression brakes could be used.

The initial motion was withdrawn, the
ordinance amended and passed 4-0. A
driver convicted of violatingthisordinance
canreceiveafineof upto$100o0r ajail term
for not morethan 30 days, or both.

sides. The city plansto use money from the
grant to repair the curbs and sidewalks, turn
thebenchesaround and rel ocate power lines
underground.

The city will meet that goal through its

brick intersection replacement program,
whichincludesplansto rebuild theintersec-
tionsof Mainwith 11th and 12th Street. The
challenge now isto get the private sector to
reachthat amountinacceptableprojects. Each

project submitted for matching funds must
meet criteriaestablished by the state.

Whether itisacombination of submissions
or a submission by a single business,
Nemechek said, aslong asthe $200,000total
is reached, Goodland would qualify for the
maximumamount of matching fundsfromthe
grant.

The big problem is to get businesses in-
volved and to have them time any improve-
ment or repair projectssothey will becounted
by the state. Projects must be done after the
letter awarding the grant isin hand.

In other business, the commission:

» Approved two bills by Evans, Bierly,
Hutchinson and Associates for estimates on
the Renner Field property acquisition and
improvement projects.

« Approved appropriationordinancestotal -
ing $7,169,743.

» Approved aproposal to amend the grant
writer program to include the Goodland Re-
gional Medical Center asaprincipal partici-
pant, along with the city, county and school
district. Each will pay a one-fourth share of
the costs.

See CITY, Page 3

Firm

to check ||

building
Contractor to look
Into old asbestos

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

The Sherman County Commis-
sion approved a proposal for a
Wichita firm, Asbestos Removal
and Maintenance, toinspect theold
Southwest Bell building and pre-
pare an estimate for removing as-
bestos.

The commission is considering
transformingthebuildingfromstor-
agetoa“income-producing” entity
as part of downtown renewal. The
first stepinthat processwassolicit-
ing bidsfor someoneto inspect the
building and come up with an esti-
mate of the cost for removing the
asbestos.

Most of the asbestosinthebuild-
ing seemsto consist of pipeinsula-
tion, but one of the reasons for in-
spection isto determine where and
how much of itisinthe building.

The commission approved the
bid, stipulating that the cost for the
inspection and estimate together
would not exceed $1,500.

Chairman Kevin Rasure said if

Checking on the hospital

...'i..|..||-r-ilF-'l'.

Congressman Jerry Moran stopped at the Goodland Regional
Medical Center on Thursday to take a tour and talk about rural
health issues and a bill on Medicare reimbursements. When he

arrived, he metwith Jim Precht (center), the hospital’'s new finan-
cial director, and Sherman County commissioner Kevin Rasure.
Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

thecounty can affordto removethe
asbestos, another project neededfor
thebuildingisinstallation of an el-
evator to comply with the Ameri-
canswith DisabilitiesAct.

In other business, the commis-
sion:

» Signed anew contract with the
Goodland Public Library that pro-
vides county money to help with
operating expensesinreturnfor al-
lowingcitizensoutsidethecity lim-
itsaccessto the collection.

* Agreed toreimbursethe Good-
land Regional Medical Center upto
$4,000, frommoney raised through
themedical tax, for BruceGleason's

See COUNTY, Page 3

Turn back
the clock

Theeveningswill get alittle
shorter Sunday as Daylight
Saving Time ends and clocks
across the country fall
back an hour.

Clocks will

standard time i
at 2 am. Sun- N\
day morning. D
Most people set

their clocks Satur-
day night beforeturninginin-
stead of waking up Sunday
morningtoturnthecl ocksback.

isthatit

ity compared to the eight-mega-
bytesin the older ones. Thisso far
has prevented getting a dictionary
downloaded into the new hand-

hasatwo-megabyte capac-

Students get hands on their work

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

Goodland seventhgradershavea
new aid to help them with their
school work, ahel per that will liter-
aly fitinthe palm of your hand.

Oct. 1, seventh graders at Grant
Junior High were each issued a
“hand-held,” a compact electronic
learningaidthat generally servesas
amini-word processor. Among the
thingsit canhelpstudentsdoistake
notes, keep track of assignments,
and keep up with their school work
if they haveto missclass.

Seventh grade math teacher
Tanya Gray is one of the teachers
most involved withtheproject. She
said the students will keep their
hand-held aslong asthey areinthe
Goodland School Districtandgetto
take them home if they graduate
from Goodland High School .. A stu-
dent could havehisor her hand-held
taken away for misuse.

The hand-helds issued this year
arePalmZiremodels, shesaid. Last
year’'s seventh graderswere issued
Palm M105s. Gray said one of the
major problemswiththenew model

Just don’t forget.

See PALM, Page 3

Shayla Matthews (right), an eighth grader at Grant Junior High School, “beamed” an assignment from
her hand-held to her teacher’s Wednesday afternoon as her friend Lacy Ayers looked on.

Photo by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News



