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from our viewpoint...

Lifting travel ban
premature right now

There' spressurein Congressto lift the 40-year-old ban
ontravel to Cuba.

Some argue that sanctions on Cuba haven’'t worked:
After al thistime, Fidel Castroisstill in power, still re-
pressive and autocratic, still aCommunist.

Othersarguethat American visitorscantakethelesson
of freedom to Cuba, open up adia og and changethe Cu-
ban peopl€e’shearts.

Still others, several Kansas congressmen among them,
arguethat we need to lift the embargo on Cubaso we can
sell the Cubans more stuff, especially Kansaswheat.

And thentherearethosewho just want agood cigar.

Itwon'’t happenthisyear, becausethe Cuban voteistoo
stronginFlorida, and every voteinFloridawill count next
fall. But the pressurewill keep up.

Havethetradeembargo or thetravel ban, inplacesince
the 1960s, worked? It depends on whether you think the
glassishalf empty or half full.

Sure, Castro remainsin control of Cuba. There'slittle
we can do to unseat a dictator short of sending troopsto
hisisland. President Kennedy tried that, but pulled his
punchesandfailed. Certainly sanctions, tradeembargoes
andthelikehavenever succeededinoustingagovernment.

But Castro haslost hiscommunist friendsand support-
ersandisincreasinglyisolated. Hisdaysoneartharenum-
bered, and it would be a surpriseif his soulless brand of
communism hangson long after heisgone.

Opening up Cubato American travel would resultina
boom intourism that might shore hisregimeup for afew
years.

Castroisstill acommunist dictator, one of thelast four
or five in the world, depending on how you count. Over
the years since he came to power, totalitarian rules have
all but disappeared from Latin American. Where once
military dictatorsand one-party cliquesrulesmost of Cen-
tral and South America, today thereisonly Castro.

Democracy may be strugglinginmany countries, but it
hasafoothold everywhere. Except in Cuba.

Having invested so many years and so much effort in
isolating Castro, why should we give up now?

Hiseconomicpolicieshaveleft hisisland nationinruin.
Hisleftist ranks have left him without friendsin most of
theworld.

The United States has no beef with the Cuban people,
but the enmity between governmentsisgreat.

Some day, Castro will be gone. Some day, his repres-
sivecommunist government will fall. Someday, fine Cu-
ban rum and noble Cuban cigars may flow north to eager
Yankee hands. Wheat and touristswill flow south.

But until that day, why give aid and comfort to a man
who isour sworn enemy?

No, it'snot yet timetolift theembargo or thetravel ban.

Let'sjust wait. — Steve Haynes
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| don’ t know about you, but I’ vebeenremi-
niscingwithrelatives, my sister andmy cousin.

We talked about our deceased parents, our
siblings, how we’ ve changed through the
years, our children. We cousins have never
been closethroughtheyears, but havemanaged
to stay intouch occasionally.

Sadly enough, it has usually been at funer-
als.

Weall have our memories, thingsthat have
entrenched themsel vesin our minds. Wethink
weremember peopleand eventsexactly asthey
were.

It'salwaysinteresting to hear someoneelse
tell how he/she remembersthe same event.

Thiscousin’sfamily and minelived briefly
inthesametownwhen| wasalittlegirl. Their
family wasbigger thanours; thechildrenwere
closerinagethanours.

My unclewasatinkerer/inventor. Toaccom-
modate hischildreninasmall house, hemade
bunk bedsfor them.

| guess most kids fantasize about having a

The changing

It was wonderful to walk the streets of the
French Quarter inNew Orleanslast week, but
it was disappointing to see the decline in the
amount of jazz being played inthe area.

Thecity haschanged quiteabit sincel first
saw itover 30yearsagowhilecoveringastory
for the Navy about ship building. Back then,
both Pete Fountain and Al Hirt had clubs on
Bourbon Street, and we watched great jazz
shows in both places, aswell as a number of
othersaong the street.

When | next saw the city in the late 1970s
both Fountian and Hirt were performing off
Bourbon street, and anew lineup of jazz per-
formers was in the clubs. There were some
blues clubs and a smattering of asort of jazz/
rock beginning to show up.

Thethird time was about 19 years ago, and
Fountian was playing at the Hilton while Hirt
was out of town. Pat O’ Brien’s was going
strong, asweresevera of thejazz clubs, and it
wasan activetime,

Thistimetherewerehardly any jazz sounds
in the area, but Preservation Hall was going
strongandlookedthesameasithadwhenl first
sawit. Pat O’ Brien’swasstill going strong, and
we had agood meal at O’ Brien’s Courtyard,
whichisattached tothemainclub. Most of the
music wasloud rock.

Many of theclubsnow featurerock andsome
arefeaturing CajunZydecomusic. Thestreets
were crowded every night, and got more
crowded astheweek wenton. TheMardi Gras
necklaces, usualy seenonly duringtheparades
in February, are now being sold everywhere,
and peopl earethrowing themfromthesecond
floor balconys. Adult entertainment clubsare
having someof their girlsthrow thenecklaces
downtothepassingthrongtoenticetheminto
their show.

When | wasfirst on Bourbon Street, oneclub
had a girl on a swing which would come
through a curtain in the front and she would
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ladder to climb to sleep; at least, | did. How-
ever their bunk beds were different than the
usual tiered beds. My uncle had welded two
iron bedsteads together, and they weren’t
single bedseither. They were double beds!

That wasreally something, | thought. | re-
member that | would sometimesstay all night
at their house. To accommodate all the kids,
wewould sleep cross-wiseonthebed. What a
neat timethat was!

My uncle' sfamily livedinabasement house
built fairly often in the Midwest to protect
against tornadoes, | guess. Also lessinexpen-
siveto build, | suppose. Their house was so
differentfromours, and | supposethat waspart
of thefascination for wekids, too.

| don’t remember much el seabout that time;
we were sorry when they moved to Eastern
Kansas, to somestrangeplacecalled Ozawkie.

Oh, | do remember one other thing before
they moved. A younger cousinhad seenhisdad
pushinanew-fangled contraptionontheir car,
pull it out and light hiscigarette.

Sooneday thelittleboy climbedintothecar,
pushedinthecigarettelighter, pulledinout anc
applied it, all aglow, to his pursed lips. | till
remember the perfect circleit burned there.

Wevisitedthemoncein Ozawkie. My uncle
wastalkingabout all thewayshehadimproved
the house where they wereliving. Hewas al-
waysfiguring out adifferent way to do some-
thing — sometimesinstalling apulley and/or
amechanical motor to doasimplejob.

He said, “There are still afew improve-
ments my kidswant meto make.”

It seemsthat one day his son came into the
kitchenfromthe*® outhouse.” Helooked at hi<
dad and asked, “Hey, Dad. When are you go-
ing to put amotor onthetoilet paper roll ?’

scene In the French Quarter
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wiggle her legsfor the passing crowds. Over
theyears, the swing haschanged. Today there
isamaniquin set of legsthat comethrough a
special curtain, andthey donotwigglelikethey
didwhenitwasareal girl.

New Orleans is known for the art in the
French Quarter, and the number of galleries
and artistshasgrown over theyears. Thisisa
city that is different in the daylight, more
buisness-likewhilethesunisup. Someof the
clubs on Bourbon Street operate nearly 24
hours at atime, but it is much quieter during
theday.

TheCafeduMondedoesaconstant business
in the morning selling coffee and beignets.
There are several options for coffee. The
beignet is a square piece of dough, fried and
coveredwith powdered sugar. They areserved
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inordersof three.

TheFrenchMarket hasexpanded beyondthe
normal fruitsand vegetablestoincludealarge
fleamarket which sellsawidevariety of items
including many of thecolorful masksand sou-
venirsof New Orleans. Thepecan pralinesare
sold singly or by the dozen, along with many
specia Cajun and Creol e spices. The seafood
is somewhat limited, but the crawfish, clams
and shrimp taste good in jambalaya anc
etouffee. Onerestaurant now hasagreat shrimp
and clam pizza. We did not see alot of |obster
onthemenus, but it wassort of out of our price
range anyway.

Oneof thepleasant thingswedid wastakee
trip up the Mississippi on the Natchez
paddlewheel er, which included a great lunch
andjazz musicby theDixieland Stompersquar-
tet. It wasagreat way to get alook at apart of
the Port of New Orleans, which handles over
400 milliontonsof freight each year.

| wanted to seethe site of the 1812 Battle of
New Orleans which made President Andrew
Jacksonfamous, but founditisreached through
atrip ontheCajun Queen paddlewheel er. Will
haveto put that ontheagendafor afuturetrip.
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