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Today
o Sunset, 4:47 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:15a.m.
o Sunset, 4:46 p.m.

Midday Conditions
« Soil Temperature 59 degrees
+ Humidity 55 percent
* Sky overcast
* Winds north 12 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 29.85 inches

and rising

* Record High 87° (1950)
* Record Low 12°(1991)

Last 24 Hours*
High 90°
Low 36°
Precipitation none

N.W. Kansas Forecast

Today: mostly cloudy with a 20
percentchance of snow showers,
highmid 40s, low upper 20s, winds
southeast 15-20. Saturday: partly
cloudy with a 20 percent chance
of rain, windy, high mid 50s, low
mid 30s, winds southeast 20to0 30
m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Sunday: partly cloudy witha 20
percent chance of rain, breezy,
high lower 50s, low lower 30s.
Monday: partly cloudy, breezy,

high lower 50s, low mid 30s.

(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.33 bushel
Posted county price — $3.40
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn — $2.43 bushel
Posted county price — $2.27
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $2.21 bushel
Soybeans — $7.46 bushel
Posted county price — $7.40
Loan deficiency pmt. —0¢
Millet — $5 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $10.35 cwt.
NuSun — $10.80 cwt.
Confection — $16/$9 cwt.
Pinto beans — Withdrawn
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Contest

winning kids

Shaina Sapp’s cheer-
leader costume was a hit at
Tuesday’s Moonlight Mad-
ness, and she performer a
special cheer for the crowd
while the judges came to a
decision. See story and
photos on Page 6.

Family fights hardship of separation

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

A Goodlandwomanfindshersel f
raisingfivekidswhiletheparentsof
twoof them, 4-year-oldtwins, serve
their country asArmy sergeantsin
Irag.

Shesaysshemay writethepresi-
dent asking him to bring some sol-
diershome.

Though she views her daughter
and son-in-law asheroes, Judy Mor-
ris says she feels their sacrifice
should be over. Her grandchildren
need their parents back, she says.

And the couple has endured dan-
ger; injuries, including a broken
noseand back injury for her, shrap-
nel intheneck for him; and not see-
ing each other or their children for
eight months.

Morrishasbeen caring for the 4-
year-old twins for eight months
whileher daughter VVeronicaHooten
and son-in-law Chris, both ser-
geants in the Army, have been in
Irag.

The twins miss their parents;
Veronicaand Chrismisseachother;
andMorrisiscaringforthree4-year-
oldsand a3-year-old and raising a
teen-ager of her own. Not to men-
tion that Morris misses her daugh-
ter and son-in-law and battles the
constantworry that aphonecall will
bring bad news.

“If God's ever put me through a
test,” Morrissaid, “thisisit.”

Besides caring for the Hootens
twins, Madelineand M adison, both
girls, Morris has a 14-year-old,
Elizabeth, and her oldest daughter’s
children, Bobby andLeAnn, whom
she'splanning to adopt.

Although both in Irag, Veronica
and Chrishaveonly spent ninedays
together (in October) since their
departure March 8. And they have
been dealing with constant danger.

Morrissaid Veronica's nose was
broken and her back was hurt, and
Chriswasin the hospital two days
with shrapnel in his neck after ter-
rorists attacked a convoy he was
traveling on.

Jacque Cooper, owner of Jacque’s Hallmark, gave candy to Judy
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Morris’grandchildren at the Moonlight Madness Tuesday. From left

When Veronicawas on aconvoy
going through Baghdad, Morris
said, Iragistried to pull her off the
truck. Whenthey goout onconvoys,
shesaid, it'sdangerous. That’swhen
terrorists attack.

“1 wish they would comehome,”
Morrissaid.

Therearestill alot of terroristsin
Iragq, Morrissaid, peoplewhodon’t
want the Americansthere. And the
soldiershavebeentherefor months,
the Hootens since March.

“It’s about time some of them
come home,” Morris said. “I'm
thinking about writing to the presi-
dent.”

Every night, she said, the kids
pray for their mom and dad, and
Bobby prays for his uncle Chris.
Elizabeth misses her sister, Morris
said, ande-mailsher asoftenaspos-
sible.

Bobby is proud of hisuncle, she
said, and imitates him. Hewantsto
do everything in camouflage, she

eline

as a lady bug and Bobby as a soldier.
Photo by Tom Betz/The Goodland Star-News

said, and got an Army costume for
Halloween.

“It'sreally sad when something
likethisisgoingon,” shesaid.“You
never know what kind of phonecall
you'll get from day to day.”

Morris said shetriesto keep the
kids busy so they won’t have too
muchtimetoworry and keepstheir
memoriesalive.

“1 havepicturesof their parentsall
over thehouse,” shesaid, “andtake
them to Colorado Springs so they

can seetheir house.”

The Hootens were stationed at
Fort Carson at Colorado Springs
before being sent to Irag. Hewasin
the10th Special ForcesinColorado,
and shehandl edtop-secretinformar
tion, communicatingwiththeWhite
House and the Pentagon.

Morris said she took the kids
swimming in the summer and has
beentakingthemtothelibrary each

See IRAQ, Page 3

Watch out for kids In costume tonight

Children are invited to show off
their costumestonight beginning at
5:30 at the City Administration
Building, 204 W. 11th St., at thean-
nual Halloween event hosted by the
Goodland Police Department.

Police Chief R.L. Smeesaid this
will be the third year children can
trick-or-treat thepolicedepartment.
Officerswill be giving away trick-
or-treat bags, candy, soft drinksand
party favors.

Officersonpatrol will havecandy
withthemtopassout. Smeesaidthis
wassomething heinitiatedwhenhe
waschief of policeinBellevillethen
continued when he came to Good-
land in 1999.

“Doing this helps foster good a
good relationship with the com-
munity’schildren,” said Smee.

The department has complied a
list of sefety tipstohelpensureasafe
and happy Halloweenfor everyone.

Motorists

» Watch for children darting out
from between parked cars.

» Watch for children walking on
roadways, mediansand curbs.

* Enter and exit driveways and
aleyscarefully.

» At twilight and later in the
evening, watch for childrenin dark
clothing.

Parents

Before children start out on their
trick-or-treat rounds, parents
should:

» Make sure an adult or an older
responsibleyouthwill be supervis-
ing theyounger children.

* Plan and discuss the route the
trick-or-treaters intend to follow,
know the namesof older children’'s
companions.

* Instruct your children to travel
only infamiliar areasand along an
established route.

 Teachyour childrentostoponly
at housesor apartmentsthat arewell
lighted and never to enter a
stranger’shouse.

* Establishareturntime.

* Tell your children not to eat any
treat until they return home so you
can check them.

A local soldier (above), armed with a secret weapon concocted
by students at Northwest Kansas Technical College, took aim at
a sour-faced alien (right) in one of the scenes created for the

Student uses secret weapon on alien

college’s annual haunted house in the basement of the student
union. The haunted house was open 5-8 p.m. Tuesday through
Photos by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News

Thursday.

* Review all appropriatetrick-or-
treat safety precautions, include
pedestrian-traffic safety rules.

* Pin a slip of paper with the
child’s name, address and phone
number insideapocketincaseheor
she gets separated from the group.

CostumeDesign

» Use only fire-retardant materi-
alsfor costumes

* Costumes should be loose so
warm clothes may be worn under-
neath.

» Costumesshould not beso long
they areatripping hazard. Fallsare
the leading cause of unintentional
injurieson Halloween.

« If children areallowed out after

dark, outfits should be made with
light-colored material sand stripsof
reflective tape should be used to
make children morevisible.
FaceDesign

» Maskscan obstruct achild’svi-
sion, soconsider usingfacial make-
upinstead.

* When buying Halloweenmake-
up, check for packages containing
ingredientsthat are labeled “Made
with U.S. approved color addi-
tives,” “laboratory tested,” “meets
federal standardsfor cosmetics,” or
“non-toxic” and follow the man-
ufacturer’sinstructionsfor applica-
tions.

* |If masks are worn, they should

have nose and mouth openingsand
large eyeholes.
Accessories

* Knives, swordsand other acces-
soriesshould bemadeof cardboard
of other flexiblematerials. Don not
let childrento carry sharp objects.

« Bags and sacks carried by chil-
dren should be light colored or
trimmedwithreflectivetape, if they
areallowed out after dark.

« Carrying flashlights will help
childrenseeandbeseenmoreclearly.

On TheWay

Children should understand and
follow theserules:

* Do not enter homes or apart-
mentswithout adult supervision.

« Walk, do not run, from houseta
house. Donot crossyardsandlawns
whereunseen objectsor uneventer-
rain can present tripping hazards.

» Walk on sidewalks, not on the
Streets.

« |f there are no sidewalks, walk
on the | eft side of the road facing
traffic.

Treats

Toensureasafetrick-or-treat out-
ing, parent are urgesto:

« Givechildrenan early meal be-
foregoing out.

*Washfruitanddliceitintosmall
pieces.

* When in doubt about atreat,
throw it out.



