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Hospital joins grant writer program

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

TheGoodland Regional Medical Center
board chosearepresentativeand astart date
tojointhecity, county and school boardin
agrantwriting programMonday atitsregu-
lar meeting.

City, county and school board officials
agreedtoallow thehospital tojointhepro-
gram, and grant writer Penny Nemechek
asked theboardfor astart dateand arepre-
sentativetotheboard which supervisesher

work.

Board members voted on starting the
program Jan. 1 and selected Administrator
Jay Jolly asthe hospital’srepresentative.

Nemechek said County Commissioner
Kevin Rasure had approached her about
having the hospital added to the program
and that she had asked Jolly if the hospital
wasinterested.

The board decided at its Sept. 22 meet-
ing that the hospital should join the pro-
gram. Nemechek said she had gotten for-

mal approval from the other three entities
in October and hasalready started afile of
foundationsthat givemoney for healthcare.

Thegrant writer asked hospital officials
and board membersto give her the names
of any foundations that may give the hos-
pital money, so she could contact them.

“1f youknow of other facilitiesthat have
gottenfunding,” shesaid, “itwouldhelpme
to know the names of those giving them
money.”

Some grants are cyclical, she said, and

they comearound again.

The grant writing representatives meet,
Nemechek said, at 7a.m. thefirst Thursday
of each month.

After some debate over whether Nov. 1
or Jan. 1wouldbethebest timefor thehos-
pital to join the program, the board chose
Jan. 1, provided the other three entities ap-
proveit.

In other business:

* Theboardreviewed September’ sfinan-
cial report, showing a net loss of $36,321

for the month.

* Patient Care Services Director Debbie
Hickman told the board that a registered
nurse had been hired and that Colby Com-
munity Collegenursing studentshad begun
their clinical rotations Oct. 9.

» Hickmantoldtheboard thehospital has
been approved to participate in a Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services pro-
gram designed to improve heart care in
Kansas.

Chamber director quits

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

For the third time in the past 10
months, the Goodland Chamber of
Commerce is seeking someone to
run its office with the resignation
last Monday of interim Director
Justin Bentzinger.

Cesar Miller, president of the
Chamber board, said he had re-
ceived aletter of resignation from
Bentzinger, and hewaslooking for
someonetofill the position tempo-
rarily.

Bentzinger took the interim po-
sitionin May after Jo Simmonsre-
signed. Simmons had become the
chamber director in January after
long-timedirector Ron Harding left
inDecember topursueajobatAten
Department Store.

Bentzinger, reached by phoneon
Friday, said he did not have any
comment. The letter said his final
daywouldbelast Friday, buthesaid
he was talking to Miller about the
transfer.

Miller said hehad been negotiat-
ingwith Bentzinger to get someone
in place to answer the phones and
man the office while the search
committee continues to look for a
full-time director. Bentzinger said
Monday he would continue to
handle the office through this Fri-
day.

“| wantto get someoneto answer
the phone,” Miller said. “I have
someideas, but not set yet. Wewant
to be able to man the phones and
help people when they ask ques-
tionsabout our area, and be ableto

refer them to the right person if
needed.

“Thisissuchadilemmaforus,as
thedust hasn’t settled fromtheother
resignation. We have picked up
members in the past four months,
and that it the best thing.

“We are not in apanic, but hope
to get thingsmoving.”

Miller said he was not sure how
long it will be before the commit-
teeandtheboard areready toname
adirector.

“We need to get our budget for
next year set before we can offer
anyoneacontract,” hesaid.“Weare
concerned about some of the up-
coming events which need some-
one to organize and coordinate
them.”

Council hearsgood news

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Wednesday when the Sherman
County Economic Development
Council met to select thenominees
for theboard, they heard about sev-
eral projects the office has been
working on.

While the ballots were being
counted, Director Carolyn Ap-
plegate said that Congressman
Jerry Moran'srecent visit allowed
her totalk about aproject the coun-
cil has been working on for nearly
ayear.

“We started working on a Veter-
ansAdministration Outreach Clinic
ideain November,” Applegatesaid,

“when it was first suggested by a
council member, Bohme, and
worked with Jay Jolly of the
Goodland Regional Medical Cen-
ter. We have been keeping it confi-
dential, but now itisoutintheopen
and Moranisusing it aspart of his
trip around thedistrict.

“We are excited about this, and
officialsfromtheVeteransAdmin-
istration are planning to come to
Goodland in the next few weeksto
seethehospital and continueto ex-
plorethisidea. Thisisan ideathat
came from the council, and shows
the community isinvolved.”

Applegatesaidthat at theannual
meetingshehadaskedfor helpfind-

inganyonewhowouldbeinterested
inbuyingtheHoward Johnsonmo-
tel.

“1 had anameand phone number
that night,” she said, “and we have
had several conversationswiththis
personfrom Colorado, andthey are
coming out to seethe property ina
few days.

“Againthisishow itissupposed
towork. | havehadleadsfrom coun-
cil memberswho haveheardthings
ontheradioor fromabrochurethey
found on atrip that wefollow up.”

Thenext council meetingwill be
5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 18, in
the basement of Western State
Bank.

Baitprogramshowing results

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

The Sherman County commis-
sioners heard Friday that the prai-
riedog control program the county
began in the summer seems to be
working, and nearly all of the af-
flicted landowners are working to
kill therodents.

Daryl West, head of the county
noxious weed department, who is
supervisingtheprairiedog project,
told the commissionersheneedsto
buy more bait to completethejob.

He said there is about $13,000
that hascomeback fromthe25 per-
cent paid by landowners on bait
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purchased sofar, andthat thiswould
allow him to buy about six more
palletsof bait tofinishtheyear.

Commissioner Chuck Thomas
askedWest if thiswill beenoughto
handlethe current need.

“It will be close,” West said. “I
have callsfor two palletsand have
about 10 locations | haveto finish
treating.”

Commissioner Mitch Tiede said
it will have to be enough because
that isall the money the county set
asidefor the program.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure
suggested it would begood to meet
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with the prairie dog committee to
review the program and look at
what needsto happen next year. He
suggested 8 a.m. on Tuesday, Nov.
18, at the beginning of the regular
commission meeting.

The told West to purchase the
prairiedog bait.

West askedfor permissiontopur-
chasesoftwaresupport for theWeed
Wiseprogram on hiscomputer at a
cost of $525. The commissioners
approved the purchase.
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Dave Daniels (left), Goodland’'s new Employer Support for the Guard and Reserves unit liai-
son, was introduced to the troops of Detachment 1, 170th Maintenance Company by Sgt. 1st

Class Robert C. Coles Saturday.

Guard soldiers meet
new employer liaison

By Greg Stover

The Goodland Star-News

Soldiersof Goodland’sNational Guard unit got to
meet Dave Daniels, their new unit liaison for Em-
ployer Support of the Guard and Reserves, Saturday
at the Goodland Armory.

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve was
establishedin 1972 to promote cooperation between
reservistsand civilian employers.

One of the agency’stasksisto help resolve, asin-
formally as possible, any conflicts between service
members and their employers concerning military
commitments.

Daniels, was introduced at a formation during
which Staff Sgt. Chris English, Sgt. Ed Fringer and
Pfc. Derrick Lutters received the Kansas National
Guard ServiceMedal.

Themedal isawarded for five continuousyearsof
servicewith the Guard.

After lunching on Army chow with the troops,
Daniels conducted a briefing for the soldiers about
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the program and what it can do for them.

Although Danielsnever servedinthemilitary,
he said he always had a deep respect for those
who do.

That respect grew last year when he wasin-
vitedtoattenda“Bosdlift” in July to San Diego.
Therehevisited two Navy bases, aCoast Guard
station and the U.S. Marine Corps Recruit De-
port.

He said Richard Cross, the area chairman for
the Kansas program, invited Daniel sto become
unit liaison for Goodland’sunit, Detachment 1,
170th Maintenance Company.

“1 saw thisas my chance to show my support
for the military and the people who serve,” he
said.

Daniels, aGoodland real estateinvestor, was
elected to city commission in April and is the
chairman of the Sherman County Economic
Development Council .
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