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from our viewpoint...

Pennies waste time,
are a real nuisance

Why do we have pennies, anyway?

A penny today isn’t worth the copper it’s stamped on.

Infact, apenny today isn’t worth what adimewould buy in
1953.

Penniesaremoreof anuisancethanabenefit. They’ reworth
so little that stores keep trays of them out for people to make
change. Most of uswon’t stoop over to pick one up.

But the government keeps making them, even though the
Treasury figuresitloses $8 million ayears stamping and dis-
tributing thelittle Lincolns.

Why?

Tradition, mostly. Weall grew up using amonetary system
that included pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters and half dol-
lars. Somewhere along the line, the government sort of did
away withthehalf dollar, and thequarter becameour standard
change.

Thoughthey aren’t worthmuchanymore, we' reusedto hav-
ing pennies.

There was a time when some stores made changein mills,
coinsworthathousandth of adollar or one-tenth of acent. Most
of these were private issue, not government coinage. Some
were even madeof plastic.

But those daysareway long gone. Who' dwant to count out
millsaschangetoday?

For that matter, who really wantsto count the pennies?

Ifit coststhegovernment $8 millionayear just tomakethem
and spread them around, what doesit cost banksand businesses
to handlethem?

Billions. Billions of dollars spent to count, store, exchange
and handle amonetary unit that’s past itsprime.

We should do away with pennies, but the latest polls show
little support for that. Reportedly, only 23 percent of Ameri-
canswould agreeto do away with pennies.

It dbeeasy todesignasystemtowork without them, but the
government hashad remarkably littleluck inchangingthecoin-
age. It’striedtwicetointroducedollar coins, but wewon't use
them.

TheTreasury keepspumping out expensivedollar billswhen
we' d all probably be better off using coinsfor $1 and $5 de-
nominations.

The government makes dollar coins, though, and people
don’t use them. We don’t use pennies much, either, but we
won't let them go.

It's mostly because Americans figure that in any system
where businesses get to round off transactionsto the nearest
fivecents, it'stheconsumer who’ || come out on theshort end
of thestick.

Andthey’ re probably right.

Until someonefiguresout howtosell theswitch, then, we're
stuck with pennies. The penny even has a lobbying group,
Americansfor Common Cents, supported no doubt by people
who sdll coin-counting machines.

There’sabill in Congress now, the Legal Tender Modern-
izationAct, whichwould do away withthepenny. It should be
passed.

But don’'t hold your breath. — Steve Haynes
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My hometown seems to be slipping away

| don’'t know about you, but my hometown
isslipping away from me.

| supposeit hasbeenfading away for years,
but I’ m just becoming aware of it.

Memoriesarewonderful, yet flawed. Things
| though | remembered vividly have changed.

For instance: the large gymnasium at a pri-
mary school where our high school junior/se-
nior banquet before prom was held. It was a
magical place, amagical night and everything
wasperfect. | even had adate.

Years later, | stepped inside the gym to re-
live the memory. Nothing seemed right. The
roomhadshrunkinsize; itwasdraband color-
less. How could my magical junior banquet
havebeen heldin suchasmall, terrible place?

My hometown schools have changed; they
aren’t as | remember. Additions changed the
dynamics as well as the dimensions. Class-
rooms look different than | remember, and
therehasbeenanincreasing emphasi sonsports
— bothfor girls, aswell asboys.

It feelslike the whole focal point of public
education has gone away from scholasticsto
high-profile sports. It seems that knowledge
serves everyone better than afew brief mo-
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ments of adulation, and should bethefocus.

Main street isn’t the sameeither.

Remember the Duckwall’slunch counter?
ThegasstationsonMain?Theoldroller skat-
ing rink? (It seemed big when we were
smaller.) Two grocery stores on Main? The
CarnegieLibrary justablock west that seemed
huge and impressive and quiet (certainly not
like modern ones)?

My hometown used to be quiet and peace-
ful, except maybetheweek of the county fair
or the month of wheat harvest. (And maybe
eveningswhenwehonked at each other aswe
cruised Main).

Theparksweresafetowa k throughat night.

Thetruck stoponthehighway wasabigdeal,
and the food was made from scratch. And the
drive-in restaurant had car-hops and “to-die-
for” pork tenderloin sandwiches?

I lived in three different homes. Oneisstill
standing, so small that | wonder how it sup-
ported abig family, but it had an inside toil et
(pretty unusual inthosedays)! Thesecondone
wasredly “thehomeplace.” Most of uslived
there and for the longest time. It was abused
after weleft it, and finally burned out so that
thecity insistedit bedemolished. Now it'shard
to remember where the foundation was, even
though | know inmy heart that thefoundation
of that homewaslove.

Thethird housewasthefirstonel ever owned.
| wasthesecondtoownit, and | think thelast to
loveit. It wasmorethan ahometome; it wasa
clinging to sanity when my world fell apart. It
ispainful to driveby and seeit today.

My hometown is slipping away from me.
Although| ownaburial plot there, | wonder if
there are enough memories left for me to go
back — evenfor that.

| think of all these things and otherswith a
degreeof sadness, yet I’ m heartened by know-
ingall of lifeischange.

I’'mgrateful for astrongbelief that God stay's
the same and can always be trusted. After al,
my hometownisreally not my Home.

People In Kansas are helpful to strangers

TotheEditor:

Having grown up in Kansas, | should have |

remembered how nice everyoneisthere.
Thiswas brought back to me on Thursday,

Oct. 23. My friend and | unfortunately had a |+

flat tirejust outside of Burlington, Colo.

Thismight not havebeen sobad, except that
it wasamost 8 p.m. and pitch black on Inter-
state 70.

A niceperson stoppedtochangeour tireand
we limped to Goodland, knowing we might
haveaproblem getting atire, thus putting our
trip way behind schedule.

AttheSinclair station, weranintotwo good
samaritans. They offeredto changethetirefor
us, but at their shop, the tire machine wasn't
working. They took the time to get a hold of
the Co-op mechanic and lead usthereto get a
new tire.

Wereally appreciateall theeffort they gave
us, thesetwo compl ete strangers.

Itjust provesthat nicepeoplearestill ready
and willing to go the extramile. Thank you
very much, andwewill definitely stopinGood-
land on our tripsthrough Kansas.

Paula Vanderbilt

Arvada, Colo.

TotheEditor:

Most of us know that the band and choral
departments in Goodland schools are a vital
part of our community. Marching band fin-
isheditsregular seasonlast week withthehome
game against Colby, and the high school mu-
sical, “ Seven Bridesfor Seven Brothers,” will
runfor the community fromNov. 10-16

To serve as advocates and ambassadors to
support and promote musical developmentin
the young people of our community, late last
year a Music Booster’s organization was
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formed consisting of music students, parents
and teachers.

We elected officers, planned fund-raising
activities, established committeesand aregu-
lar meeting time, and arewriting bylaws. The
officerselectedto servefor thisyear are Carol
Jolly aspresident, Jane Philbrick asvice-presi-
dent, and Nancy Shoresassecretary/treasurer.
ConnieGrieveswasappointedto serveaspub-
licity chair.

We are off to abusy start in support of our
young people. Inadditiontoupcoming Christ-
masconcerts, themusicdepartmentisconsid-
ering several possible outingsfor thisyear.

This has prompted us to plan future fund-
raising. The music directors and the Music
Boosters(servinginanadvisory capacity) are
establishing an academic | ettering system for
studentsin the department.

Wewill holdacoffee/cookiereceptionafter

where to write

thematineeonthelast day of themusical, Sun-
day, Nov. 16, inthe high school cafeteria.

Marilyn Pruitt has donated abeautiful quilt
to Music Boosters that took her two yearsto
complete. Thequiltisondisplay at areabanks
and will beauctioned off onthelast day of the
musical. All proceedswill goto Music Boost-
ers. The first week the quilt was at People's
StateBank. Thisweek itisondisplay at Bank-
west, and nextweek, itwill bedisplayedat First
National Bank.

Weareplanningthreefund-raisingactivities.
Thefirst, apancake breakfast, will befrom 5
am. to 1 p.m. Saturday at the Knights of Co-
lumbusbuilding.

The second will be the sale of T-shirtsim-
printed with Goodland Music onthefront anc
amusical emblem ontheback. Wearehoping
tohavethoseavail ableat themusical and other
upcoming events. Thirdly, we are planning &
chili dinner before the high school Christmas
concert on Tuesday, Dec. 16.

We encourageideasand support from com-
munity membersaswell asthoseinvolvedin
Goodland Music Boosters.

Carol Jolly, president

Goodland Music Boosters

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address —
roberts.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart
Senate Office Building, Washington D.C.
20510. (202) 224-6521; web e-mail address
— brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Long-
worth House Office Building, Washington,

D.C. 20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail ad-
dress — jerry.moran@mail .house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
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