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from our viewpoint...

Pennies waste time,
are a real nuisance

My hometown seems to be slipping away

Why do we have pennies, anyway?
A penny today isn’t worth the copper it’s stamped on.
In fact, a penny today isn’t worth what a dime would buy in

1953.
Pennies are more of a nuisance than a benefit. They’re worth

so little that stores keep trays of them out for people to make
change. Most of us won’t stoop over to pick one up.

But the government keeps making them, even though the
Treasury figures it loses $8 million a years stamping and dis-
tributing the little Lincolns.

Why?
Tradition, mostly. We all grew up using a monetary system

that included pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters and half dol-
lars. Somewhere along the line, the government sort of did
away with the half dollar, and the quarter became our standard
change.

Though they aren’t worth much anymore, we’re used to hav-
ing pennies.

There was a time when some stores made change in mills,
coins worth a thousandth of a dollar or one-tenth of a cent. Most
of these were private issue, not government coinage. Some
were even made of plastic.

But those days are way long gone. Who’d want to count out
mills as change today?

For that matter, who really wants to count the pennies?
If it costs the government $8 million a year just to make them

and spread them around, what does it cost banks and businesses
to handle them?

Billions. Billions of dollars spent to count, store, exchange
and handle a monetary unit that’s past its prime.

We should do away with pennies, but the latest polls show
little support for that. Reportedly, only 23 percent of Ameri-
cans would agree to do away with pennies.

It’d be easy to design a system to work without them, but the
government has had remarkably little luck in changing the coin-
age. It’s tried twice to introduce dollar coins, but we won’t use
them.

The Treasury keeps pumping out expensive dollar bills when
we’d all probably be better off using coins for $1 and $5 de-
nominations.

The government makes dollar coins, though, and people
don’t use them. We don’t use pennies much, either, but we
won’t let them go.

It’s mostly because Americans figure that in any system
where businesses get to round off transactions to the nearest
five cents, it’s the consumer who’ll come out on the short end
of the stick.

And they’re probably right.
Until someone figures out how to sell the switch, then, we’re

stuck with pennies. The penny even has a lobbying group,
Americans for Common Cents, supported no doubt by people
who sell coin-counting machines.

There’s a bill in Congress now, the Legal Tender Modern-
ization Act, which would do away with the penny. It should be
passed.

But don’t hold your breath. — Steve Haynes

I lived in three different homes. One is still
standing, so small that I wonder how it sup-
ported a big family, but it had an inside toilet
(pretty unusual in those days)! The second one
was really “the home place.” Most of us lived
there and for the longest time. It was abused
after we left it, and finally burned out so that
the city insisted it be demolished. Now it’s hard
to remember where the foundation was, even
though I know in my heart that the foundation
of that home was love.

The third house was the first one I ever owned.
I was the second to own it, and I think the last to
love it. It was more than a home to me; it was a
clinging to sanity when my world fell apart. It
is painful to drive by and see it today.

My hometown is slipping away from me.
Although I own a burial plot there, I wonder if
there are enough memories left for me to go
back — even for that.

I think of all these things and others with a
degree of sadness, yet I’m heartened by know-
ing all of life is change.

I’m grateful for a strong belief that God stays
the same and can always be trusted. After all,
my hometown is really not my Home.

I don’t know about you, but my hometown
is slipping away from me.

I suppose it has been fading away for years,
but I’m just becoming aware of it.

Memories are wonderful, yet flawed. Things
I though I remembered vividly have changed.

For instance: the large gymnasium at a pri-
mary school where our high school junior/se-
nior banquet before prom was held. It was a
magical place,  a magical night and everything
was perfect. I even had a date.

Years later, I stepped inside the gym to re-
live the memory. Nothing seemed right. The
room had shrunk in size; it was drab and color-
less. How could my magical junior banquet
have been held in such a small, terrible place?

My hometown schools have changed; they
aren’t as I remember. Additions changed the
dynamics as well as the dimensions. Class-
rooms look different than I remember, and
there has been an increasing emphasis on sports
— both for girls, as well as boys.

It feels like the whole focal point of public
education has gone away from scholastics to
high-profile sports. It seems that knowledge
serves everyone better than a few brief mo-

ments of adulation, and should be the focus.
Main street isn’t the same either.
Remember the Duckwall’s lunch counter?

The gas stations on Main? The old roller skat-
ing rink? (It seemed big when we were
smaller.) Two grocery stores on Main? The
Carnegie Library just a block west that seemed
huge and impressive and quiet (certainly not
like modern ones)?

My hometown used to be quiet and peace-
ful, except maybe the week of the county fair
or the month of wheat harvest. (And maybe
evenings when we honked at each other as we
cruised Main).

The parks were safe to walk through at night.
The truck stop on the highway was a big deal,

and the food was made from scratch. And the
drive-in restaurant had car-hops and “to-die-
for” pork tenderloin sandwiches?

To the Editor:
Having grown up in Kansas, I should have

remembered how nice everyone is there.
This was brought back to me on Thursday,

Oct. 23. My friend and I unfortunately had a
flat tire just outside of Burlington, Colo.

This might not have been so bad, except that
it was almost 8 p.m. and pitch black on Inter-
state 70.

A nice person stopped to change our tire and
we limped to Goodland, knowing we might
have a problem getting a tire, thus putting our
trip way behind schedule.

At the Sinclair station, we ran into two good
samaritans. They offered to change the tire for
us, but at their shop, the tire machine wasn’t
working. They took the time to get a hold of
the Co-op mechanic and lead us there to get a
new tire.

We really appreciate all the effort they gave
us, these two complete strangers.

It just proves that nice people are still ready
and willing to go the extra mile.  Thank you
very much, and we will definitely stop in Good-
land on our trips through Kansas.

Paula  Vanderbilt
Arvada, Colo.

————

People in Kansas are helpful to strangers

garfield

nwkansas.com
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To the Editor:
Most of us know that the band and choral

departments in Goodland schools are a vital
part of our community. Marching band fin-
ished its regular season last week with the home
game against Colby, and the high school mu-
sical, “Seven Brides for Seven Brothers,” will
run for the community from Nov. 10-16

To serve as advocates and ambassadors to
support and promote musical development in
the young people of our community, late last
year a Music Booster’s organization was

formed consisting of music students, parents
and teachers.

We elected officers, planned fund-raising
activities, established committees and a regu-
lar meeting time, and are writing bylaws. The
officers elected to serve for this year are Carol
Jolly as president, Jane Philbrick as vice-presi-
dent, and Nancy Shores as secretary/treasurer.
Connie Grieves was appointed to serve as pub-
licity chair.

We are off to a busy start in support of our
young people. In addition to upcoming Christ-
mas concerts, the music department is consid-
ering several possible outings for this year.

This has prompted us to plan future fund-
raising. The music directors and the Music
Boosters (serving in an advisory capacity) are
establishing an academic lettering system for
students in the department.

We will hold a coffee/cookie reception after

the matinee on the last day of the musical, Sun-
day, Nov. 16, in the high school cafeteria.

Marilyn Pruitt has donated a beautiful quilt
to Music Boosters that took her two years to
complete. The quilt is on display at area banks
and will be auctioned off on the last day of the
musical. All proceeds will go to Music Boost-
ers. The first week the quilt was at People’s
State Bank. This week it is on display at Bank-
west, and next week, it will be displayed at First
National Bank.

We are planning three fund-raising activities.
The first, a pancake breakfast, will be from 5
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday at the Knights of Co-
lumbus building.

The second will be the sale of T-shirts im-
printed with Goodland Music on the front and
a musical emblem on the back. We are hoping
to have those available at the musical and other
upcoming events. Thirdly, we are planning a
chili dinner before the high school Christmas
concert on Tuesday, Dec. 16.

We encourage ideas and support from com-
munity members as well as those involved in
Goodland Music Boosters.

Carol Jolly, president
Goodland Music Boosters
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morrison@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol
Building Rm. 449-N, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7399; e-mail address —
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