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State troopers return to duty

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

Three Kansas state troopers are
back on duty after areview of their
involvement inaSeptember shoot-
out inthe Colby area.

Lt. John Eichkorn with the Kan-
sas Highway Patrol in Topekasaid
the officers, Lt. Greg Jirak and
TroopersTerry Kummer andMitch
Nollette, had been placed onadmin-
istrativel eaveafter aSept. 22 shoot-
out and chasein Thomas County.

Gerald Neil Bryant 11, 32, of
Inyokern, Calif., led trooperson a
chasethroughrural ThomasCounty
after atraffic stop on I-70 near
Colby that day.

Heshotsat troopersand officers
fromother agencies, including Tho-
mas County Sheriff Tom Jones.

The chase ended when Bryant

wasshotby Lt. Jirakandcrashed his
car on the westbound lanes of 1-70
just east of theU.S. 83 overpassnear
Oakley.

Hewasairlifted to ViaChristie/
St. FrancisHosptial in Wichitafor
treatment, then later returned to
Thomas County.

Officers from the Thomas
County Sheriff’s Department,
Colby Police and L ogan and Gove
county sheriff’sand police depart-
mentsjoinedthehal f-hour chaseas
itwoundthroughthe southeast cor-
ner of the county.

“Proceduregeneralyistoputthe
trooper on paid administrative
leave pending review of the situa-
tion,” Eichkorn said.

After troopers are placed on
leave, hesaid, acriminal review is
done by the Kansas Bureau of In-

vestigation and an administrative
review by thehighway patrol’sPro-
fessional StandardsUnit.

Eichkorn said a support team is
made available to the troopers. In
thecaseof the September shoot-out,
hesaid it wasmadeavailableto al
of theofficersinvolved.

He said incidents such as shoot-
outs don’t happen very often and
there is no set time on how long a
trooper is on leave because it de-
pends on factors like how long it
takesto completethereview.

Human resources also makes
sureatrooper istaken care of men-
tally and physically, he said.

“It's not atime that’s joyous or
thrilling,” Eichkornsaid. “ It'svery
muchastressful situation. It canbe
very hard on a person that’s in-
volved in something likethat.”

Bryant was charged with five
counts of attempted first degree
murder for firing at troopers
Kummer and Nollette, Sheriff
Jonesand deputiesRod Taylor and
JasonMoses. Heisbeingheldinthe
Thomas County Jail on $1 million
bond.

A first appearance hearing,
scheduled for Oct. 16 was post-
poned because ThomasCounty At-
torney AllanTaylor askedfor acon-
tinuance.

Bryant's passenger, Brian E.
Berry, asoof Inyokern, Calif., was
caught trying to escape through a
field during the chase.

Bryant stoppedtolet himout, and
he told officers the driver had
vowed not to betaken alive. Berry
also is being held in the Thomas
County Jail.

Sheriff talks about shoot out

Thomas County Sheriff Tom
Jonessaidachaselast monthwasn’t
thefirst time he’s been shot at dur-
ing hislaw enforcement career; it's
happened three or four times over
theyears.

“It wasn’'t my first rodeo,” he
said.“ Thank Godit doesn’t happen
very often.”

Jones said hewasdriving paral -
lel to acar driven by the fugitive,
Gerald Neil Bryant Il, 32, of
Inyokern, Calif., goinginopposite

directionson County Road C, when
the man took ashot at him.

“1 certainly remember seeingthe
gun pointing in my direction,” he
said, addingthat it wasa.45 caliber
semi-automatic pistol.

Jones said therewas one shot for
sure and others said there was an-
other firedin hisdirection.

During the shooting, he said, he
ducked down behind the wheel,
kept driving, anddidn’t put hishead
back up until hewas sure the coast

was clear. Jones said he was more
angry after theincident thanafraid.

He said despite his feelings, he
and the other law enforcement of -
ficiadsatthesitedeat withthesitu-
ation — treating Bryant’sinjuries

and making sureeveryoneel sewas
al right.
“Andwedidthat,” Jonessaid.
The sheriff said hewas comfort-
ablewiththeway thesituation was
handled and theresults.
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School of Rock

PG-13: Some rude humor; drug
references.

Bring this AD to the
theatre for $1 OFF on a

www.goodlandnet.com/movies

Fri. & Sat. 7:00 & 9:00
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Mon. - Tues. 7:00
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EXP. 12/31/03

Movie Bucks Make Great Gifts!
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NOTICE

Notice to Travis King. You
have 15 days to pick up your
property from 310 Rule,
Kanorado or Brian Shorette will
dispose of said property.

Published in the Goodland
Star-News on Friday, November
7,2003.

In the Matter of the Estate of
Erma J. Eggers, Deceased
Case No. 03P39

NOTICE OF HEARING

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO
ALLPERSONS CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that a
Petition has been filed in this
Courtby Raleigh Eggers, an heir
of the decedent, Erma Eggers,
praying that:

Descent be determined of the
following described real estate
situated in Sherman County,
Kansas:

East Half (E/2) of Section
Twenty-nine (29), Township Six
(6) South, Range Thirty-seven
(37), West of the 6th P.M.,
Sherman County, Kansas

Southwest Quarter (SW/4) of
Section Twenty-nine (29), Town-
ship Six (6) South, Range Thirty-
seven (37), West ofthe 6th P.M.,
Sherman County, Kansas, less
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atract of land consisting of 9.65
acres, more or less, conveyed
by a deed recorded in Book 95,
Page 100, atthe office of Regis-
ter of Deeds, Sherman County,
Kansas

and all personal property and
other Kansas real estate owned
by the decedent at the time of
death. Further, that such prop-
erty and all personal property
and other Kansas real estate
owned by the decedent at the
time of death be assigned pur-
suant to the laws of intestate
succession.

You are required to file your
written defenses thereto on or
before December 2, 2003, at
10:00 a.m., in the District Court,
Sherman County, Kansas, at
which time and place the cause
will be heard. Should you fail
therein, judgement and decree
will be entered in due course
upon the Petition.

Raleigh Eggers
Petitioner

Zuspann & Zuspann, P.A.

10 15 Center

P. 0. Box 968

Goodland, Kansas 67735-
0968

Phone: (785) 899-6555

Attorneys for Petitioner

Published in The Goodland
Star-News on Friday,
Novemeber7,14,and 21, 2003.

We'll always be there for you.

LIFE - HOME « CAR * FARM - BUSINESS

INSURANCE

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street

SLL38 A [ Goodland, KS 67735-0727

Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

® www.shelterinsurance.com
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Don't trash that computer! sanllower
Fmking compating
Recycle those broken sasier for youl
or outdated compurters. 785 B90-8200

210 E. 17th, Goodland
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Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work « Patios & Decks
+ Garages & Efc. *
* Remodels & Additions ¢

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

NEW SYSTEM

Prefessicual

WINDOW
CLEANING

Colby, Kansas

Commercial - Residential
Free Estimates

No job too big or small

Chris & Beth Lewon

650 N. Grant
785-462-6995 or
1-800-611-6735
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Call (785) 899-2338
for information.

Your local internet service provider
with connections in Goodland.

With monthly costs

as low as

$14.95 per month!
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Impact Auto Glass

Greg & Kathy Cochrane, Owners
Goodland,
785-821-0121 or 888-858-4661

This ad good for $100 towards insurance
deductible or windshield replacement

Kan. 67735

Madd
Hatters
Music
Emporium™
Custom
Tailoring
by Marie
Open Mon. - Fri. 10 - 6

120 W. 11th Goodland, Kan.
785-890-3510
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PRO FLOOR
CARE

HIGH QUALITY
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING
24 HOUR WATER
DAMAGE REMOVAL

462'331 3 15004734738

Oaners:
Shawn & Angela Stinemetz

Your ad could

be here! Call Phyllis
or Bill at 899-2338.

Star-News
Classifieds
work!
Call
899-2338

We Can Help

Mike's Computers

www.mikecanhelp.com
MikeLaurent@yahoo.com

(785) 734-2007
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FINALLY!

Health Insurance for Individuals,
Families and the Self-Employed
at AFFORDABLE Rates.

Insurance is Underwritten by The MEGA Life and Health Insurance Company

800-783-9417
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*Pressure tanks
eIrrigation well acid

B’'s Pump and Well Service
Rex Smith, owner

eIrrigation or domestic drilling or pump service

*Gearhead (new or used)

785-899-6302

Goodland Sinclair
Stage Stop Towing

sl

Goodland, Kan.

)

*Quality fudls, clean restrooms, well-stocked convenience store
*Greyhound Bus Service » Tourist information service

Full service: 8 am. - noon, Mon. to Thurs. - Seniors (65+) and
handicapped at everyday prices « Lotto/Lottery

*Open 7 days, Auto repair, 24 hour towing, after hours cell 785-821-1509

2320 Commerce Road

67735 785-890-6855

Walk-ins always welcome!

Full Service Family Salon and Barber Shop Cuts,
Curls, Color! Specializing in clipper cuts!
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 1-7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday: 8 a.m. - noon
Master Barber & Stylist, Cynthia Bohl
212 E. 17th, Goodland, Kan. 785-890-6544

17th Street Barber Shop
Bring this ad for $1 off any service




