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from our viewpoint...

Farm bill targeted
by budget cutters

Get ready for thefarm problem.

No, it'snot what you’ rethinking.

Thefarm problemisgoingtocomewhenthegovernment stops
subsidizing farmersand leavesusall to sink or swim.

That day iscoming. Maybesooner thanwethink. A lot of things
are coming together that work against continued subsidies.

Thefarm bill has been held together by acity-rural alliance
that packsthe Department of Agriculturewithwelfareprograms
city congressmenwill support.

But consider this:

* There's agrowing movement in Washington to look at the
farmbill asaprimeplacetocutthebudget. It'satarget, andthere
areplenty of non-farmmemberswho haveno qualmsabout vot-
ing against agriculture.

* Atthesametime, the"farmvote’ continuesto shrink. When
thegovernment gotintofarm subsidies, thenationwasstill more
than half rural. Thefarm vote meant something then.

Today, even out here in ag country, the “farm vote” isjust a
small percentage. Evenwhenyou addinthoseof uswho depend
onfarmersascustomers, we reatiny fraction of thenational vote.

* Trade rules eventualy will require the government to stop
subsidizing agriculture. We get away with it today because Eu-
ropeand Japan are so muchworseat it thanwe are. But eventu-
aly,if wewanttosell wheat and corntotheworld, we' Il al have
tohavealevel playing field.

* There’ sawhol e gaggle of left-wing groupsthat would love
to stick it to agriculture, including environmentalists, animal
rights activists like PETA, or People for Ethical Treatment of
Animals, and the“ sustainable agriculture” movement.

They all see modern, chemical-driven agriculture and live-
stock production as athreat. They won't support government
paymentsto keep it going. And over the years, their power in-
creases.

Now, the happy truth is farmers would be better off without
government “help.” All the government managesto doismess
up the markets and keep peoplein business afew years|onger
than they might otherwise stay.

The economic trendsthat force usto bigger farms and more
sophisticated production methods aren’t going to change. De-
spitebillionsinfederal payments, thenumber of farmersneeded
to grow our food has gonedown every year for acentury.

Besides, farmerswho rai se unregul ated cropstend to do bet-
ter than thosein subsidized agriculture. They make as much or
more money, and they don’'t have afederal employee looking
over their shoulder, examining everything they do.

The problem is getting from here to there without breaking
every farmer and banker inrural America. We' reall hooked on
federal money.

Pat Robertsthought he had it figured out when, as chairman
of theHouseAgriculture Committee, hewrotethe" Freedomto
Farm” bill.

That didn’t work out so well. And no one in Congress has
worked up thenervetotry again.

But we need to. The daysis coming when the farm bill just
won't fly. We need to beready for that.

Meantime, pay your Farm Bureau dues and hope that Wash-
ington continuesto listentothefarm votefor afew moreyears.
—SeveHaynes
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What happened to those people we knew?

| don’t know about you, but I’ vebeenthink-
ing about some of the people I’ ve known
throughout my life.

Some| wasnot sorry to part from, but some
| would truly like to see again — for onerea-
sonor another. | wouldliketoknow wherethey
are now — what they’re doing, if they’re
happy, if their memories match mine.

Peopleare strange creatures, aren't they?

We remember the past and dream of the fu-
ture, while seldom appreciate the present.

Maybeif I'd spent more time appreciating
people when they werein my life, | wouldn't
have lost so many of them along the way. |
guess that’s the curse of moving too many
times; you lose people.

Butthenlivinginthesameplaceyour whole
lifehasdrawbackstoo, | suppose.

Youthful mistakes and indiscretionsare al-
ways remembered. You never can get away
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fromtheonesyou' dliketolose.

| lost some of my closest friendsfrom high
school. | didn’t realize that graduation meant
I’d never see them again. They never came
back for reunionsand quickly quitwritinglet-
ters. Several havesincedied, but | oftenwon-
der about the others.

After sayinghello, we dprobably findit dif-
ficult to make conversation after all these
years. Butl'dliketotry.

The years have taught me many things. |
believewelearn somethingfromevery person
wemeet, and | believethat somepeopleareat

least temporary angels sent by God to either
teach or help us. It's harder to believe that |
might beGod’ sagent tohel psomeoneel se, but
| hopethat isoccasionally true.

| likethisquotefromAlbert Schweitzer: “In
everyone'slife, at sometimeour inner firegoes
out. Itisthen burst into flame by an encounter
with another human being. We should all be
thankful for those peoplewhorekindlethein-
ner spirit.”

Don'twasteyour today; spenditinappreci-
ating those who are around you right now.
Thanksgiving isapproaching.

Why not count your blessings(many of them
are the people around you), forget your
troubles, and set out to “rekindle” someone
else's“inner spirit?’

In the process, your spirit might re-gain its
glow, and your Thanksgiving might takeon
wholenew dimension.

Armistice Day Is historical Veterans Day

During my conversations with peoplein
Goodland in the days leading up to this past
Veterans Day, | realized that many people
know little about the history of the holiday.

While preparing some articles for last
Tuesday’sissue, | did someresearchon Veter-
ans Day and thought some readers might be
interested in what | found out. If anyone dis-
agreeswith what is here, please let me know.
As ahistory major in college and a veteran
myself, | have adeep persona interest in the
heritage of our nationand its military.

OnNov. 11, 1918, at 11 am. in Paris, thear-
mistice was signed that ended the fighting in
World War |. America suffered over 53,000
killed in action. More than 4,700,000 Ameri-
canswereinuniformduringthewar yearswith
lessthan 200 still alivetoday.

AnAct of CongressonMay 13, 1938, made
Armistice Day anational holiday, but the“the
war to end all wars’ failed to accomplish that
goal. War brokeout againin Europeayear | ater.
Twoyearslater, theUnited Statesdeclaredwar

greg
¥ stover

® asiseeit

against the Axis Powers after the attack on
Pearl Harbor.

More than 16 million men and women
served in America’s armed forces during
World War 11, of whom about 4,370,000 are
till living. Morethan 291,000 lost their lives
inaction.

World War Il ended in 1945, but in June
1950, North Koreainvaded South K orea, and
Americaonceagainwasat awar. TheKorean
War lasted three years and cost the United
Statesover 33,000 combat dezths.

Recognizingthesacrificesveteransof World
War Il and Koreamade for their country, the
83rd Congress passed ahill on June 1, 1954,

changing Armistice Day to Veterans Day.
President Dwight D. Eisenhower issued the
first Veterans Day Proclamationon Oct. 8
In June 1968, the Uniform Holiday Act
changed Veterans Day, along with three other
holidays, to fall on aMonday beginning ir
1971. Veterans groups nationwide united in
opposition to including Veterans Day in this
law. Part of thereason for thiswastheir desire
to maintain the significance of “the 11th hour
of the11thday of the11thmonth” aspart of the
historic and patriotic legacy of Veterans Day.
President Gerald R. Ford signed alaw on
Sept. 20, 1975 that returned the Veterans Day
observanceto Nov. 11 beginningin 1978.
Thisyear, onOct. 31, theU.S. Senate passec
alaw declaring Emporiaasthe founding city
of Veterans Day. The measure passed the
House of Representativesin September.
Intheresol ution, Congressrecognized Empo-
rianativeAlvinKing asthefounder of Veterans
Day and honored Congressman Ed Reesof Kan-
sasfor hiseffortsin establishing Veterans Day.

Veterans Day was special for Kansans

Tuesday wasaspecia VeteransDay for Kan-
sans. Thisisthe 50th year the citizens of Em-
poria, the home of Veterans Day, gathered to
honor and recognizethesacrificesand service
of all our nation’sveterans.

In 1953, Emporiaresident Alvin J. King
asked his congressman, Edward H. Rees, to
sponsor abill making VeteransDay anational
observance. Thebill passed Congressandwas
signed into law by President Dwight D.
Eisenhower. In 2003, both the House of Rep-
resentativesandthe Senate passed aresol ution
formally declaring Emporiathe home of Vet-
eransDay.

As residents honor our servicemen and
women, weneedto not only thank theseveter-
ans for their service, but do what we can to
make sure they receive the benefits and ser-
viceswehavepromised. Recognizingthecon-
tributions and sacrificesthat our nation’svet-
erans have made to protect this nation isim-
portant not only on VeteransDay but every day
of theyear.

A commitment wasmadetothosewho have
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served our country to receive quality health
care. Although direct funding for veterans
health carehasincreased by almost 50 percent
over the past five years, an ever-increasing
number of veterans still face unacceptable
waliting times at Department of Veterans Af-
fairs health care facilities. Earlier thisyear, |
offered an amendment to provide additional
money for medical careto make surethat the
department will be able to treat our current
veterans, as well as servicemen and women
returning from I rag and Afghanistan. AsCon-
gress works to improve veterans' services, |
will continue to fight for funding that keeps
pace with new veteransjoining the system.
Receiving carecloser tohomeisal so essen-
tial to ensuring our veterans receive quality
health care services. Many Kansas veterans

must travel hundreds of milesin order to re-
ceive necessary care. | sponsored legislation
that would allow the government to pay for
veterans to receive routine health services at
local clinicsand hospitals. TheRural Veterans
Accessto CareAct would alow enrolled vet-
eranswho live in rural areasto receive care
fromtheir owndoctorsat their local facilities.

A new proposal alowsqualified Kansasvet-
eranstoreceivemedication, prescribed by pri-
vate doctors, through VA pharmacies. Under
theprevioussystem, veteranswererequiredto
seea VA doctor to have prescriptionsfilled by
thedepartment. Tobeeligiblefor thenew ben-
efit, veterans must have already enrolled ir
veterans' health care and have been waiting
more than 30 days for their first primary care
appointment. We hope this program will hel
reducethewaiting timefor all veterans.

Our veterans and their service to our coun-
try have always been a proud part of our
country’s heritage. Let us never forget that
Americadrawsitsstrength, its prosperity and
itsmajesty from the sacrifices of itspeople.
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