4 The Goodland Star-News / Tuesday, Novemver 18, 2003

from our viewpoint...

Winning was easy;,
getting out Is tough

Asthe body count mountsin Irag, questions about the United
States mission there become more difficult to answer, and there
are more people comparing the situationto the Vietham war.

During his Veterans Day speech Tuesday, Goodland's Roy
Dixon urged the audience to support the troops and speak up in
support of theWar on Terrorism. He suggested that anyonewho
disagreed wasgiving “aid and comfort to the enemy.”

We find that to be a bit extreme, evenif it was being said for
effect.

No one we know really likes war or killing innocent people.
Thesituationthe American troopsaredealingwithinIragisnot
thesameasVietnam, but it can beasfrustrating aswhat weexpe-
riencedinthat far-off Asian country.

In Vietnam, we were facing a divided country that had been
fighting sincetheend of WorldWar |1, and thereweretwo groups
tryingtotakecontrol. After the Frenchweredefeatedin 1954, the
country wassplitinhaf, witheachsidetaking half, butitwasclear
neither would be satisfied with this solution.

WhenAmericantroopsweresent asadvisorsin 1958, it seemed
like asimple action, and not one that would embroil usin apro-
tractedwar that would cost over 50,000livesover thenext 15years.

InVietnam, there was an ideological battle, and the north had
support from nei ghboring Communi st countrieswhich provided
weaponsand money. ThentherewastheHo Chi Mintrail which
brought those suppliesinto the battlearea, and madeany attempt
at real victory ailmost impossible. Thejungledidn’t help either.

InIrag, the American troops do not have asplit country. A de-
feated minority iswaging aguerillacampaignto regain control.
Therearenot any mgjor alliestoreinforceor re-supply thesefight-
ers, but they do have hidden suppliesthey areableto use.

Thelonger theAmericansareseenastheoccupyingforcerather
thantheliberators, themoreof anedgegoestotheguerillas, whose
only hopeisto mobilizethe people and get themtojoin their ef-
fort to throw out the“invading army.”

Goingto Iragq was not atough decision. Going into such awar
without aclear map asto how to get back out without leaving the
country in chaosisthe problem. Weknew goinginit would bea
clear victory over Saddam Hussein's troops because we were
willing to put the necessary forcein placetowin.

However, now we must walk that tightrope between being the
liberator andtheinvading conqueror aswetry togivethenew Iragi
government the support it needsto put the country ontheroad to
democracy.

The biggest challenge isto maintain the pressure on Saddam’s
remaining supporters, andtofindthisdictator, wholikeOsamabin
Ladenhasdlippedthroughour nets. Hiscontinued ability tofrighten
hiscountrymen makestheAmericantask difficult to say theleast.
Hisability to hideislikefighting inthejunglesof Vietnam.

Wecan expect citizensof thiscountry and thoseof our support-
erstoquestionwhatishappeningin|rag, becauseitisnot apleas-
ant situationwith aclear solution. Thefact thereare peoplecriti-
cizingthecurrent actionsshould not comeasany surprise. Inev-
ery war, therehavebeen peopl ewho criticized what washappen-
ing, and that isapart of what makesthe United Statesamarvel-
ousplacetolive.

Iraq isanother test for our people, and for the principles upon
which the nation wasfounded. We must continueto fight terror-
istswhereever they are, and at the same time be able to discuss
and argue about the best way to carry out that fight. — Tom Betz
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Cat enjoys helping make the bed

| felt guilty when | madethe bed thisweek.

| had no help, but | didit anyway.

| didn’t expect Steve'shel p. Hecanbecounted
ontoriptheshests, blanketsand mattress pad of f
thebed, stuff everything downthelaundry chute
and even go down thebasement and do thelaun-
dry.

Whenit comestimetoremakethebed, foldthe
clothesor hang the shirts, | know hewill bevery
busy, far, far away.

What hedoes, hedoeswell, but therearesome
thingsthat he hates, and remaking thebedisone
of them.

Hewill remakethebedif I’ m out of town, and
hewill evendoitif I'mintown, but he'll put it
off until 2to 3a.m. I've usually been asleep for
several hoursby then.

| do have help most weeks, however, when |
bring up thewarm covers.

As soon as she sees the laundry basket with
sheetsand blankets, April Alicegetsinthemiddle
of my bed.

Thefirst few times she did this, | shooed her
off. Shejust got back inthemiddle, sol madethe
bed over her.

That wasjust what shewanted.

First, | put on the clean mattress pad. The bed

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

had alarge white, cat-sized lump in it which
worked itsway to the edge as| reach for thefit-
ted sheet.

By thetimel start tofit thefirst corner of the
sheet on, thecat isontop of themattresspad ready
for another layer.

Soit goeswiththetop sheet, two blanketsand
thecoverlet.

Shelikesthewintersbest, becauseinthesum-
mer there is only one blanket. In the fall and
spring, there are two, and in the dead of winter
therearetwo blanketsand acomforter aswell as
themattresspad, sheetsand coverlet toget made
into.

L ast year, we bought some new sheetsand a
new mattress pad.

| wasworried.

Theedgesof thisnew mattresspadwent all the
way under the mattressinstead of just downthe
side. Thenew bottom sheet alsofitted not just the

Everyone’s got one good

Cynthiawanted metowriteafishstory.|’'m
not surewhat she needed it for, but | think the
deadline was sometime last week. Or maybe
last month.

I’ vebeentoobusy togofishingmuchlately,
and that’snoway tolive. Man should go fish-
ing every week. Woman, too.

When you' refishing, you can't be fighting
or causing trouble or getting into trouble. Un-
lessyou’vegot anillegal rod, or go over limit,
at least.

When you’ refishing, you gottarelax.

Fish stories are something el se. First, you
gotta have time to fish. Then things happen.
Weird things.

My best fishstory wastheday | caught abird.

Realy.

| wasfly fishingonacreekinColorado. | was
working my way up the creek, casting my fly
into the holes up ahead. | made a back cast,
whenall of asudden, | got atremendousstrike.

steve
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That seemed alittle odd, since usualy you
getabitewhenthefly isonthewater. Not back
over your head.

Asl whippedthelineforward, though, itwas
heavy. Way too heavy. Then on the forward
cast, | saw why.

A flycatcher had nabbed my fly. He was
hooked, thrashing about at theend of my line.

| pulled, heflapped. | whipped, heflew. Still
hooked.

Finally, the bird zigged when the line
zagged, thehook camefreeand my littlefeath-
ered friend flapped off.

I’m sure the experience took years off his

top and sides, but agood two to threeinchesun-
der themattress.

How wasthe cat going to get out?

Thefirst time | put on the mattress pad and
reached under it and pulled the cat to safety. She
didn't like it very much, but | figured she’d
smother if shecouldn’t get out fromunder all that
bedding.

When | put the bottom sheet on, | wasn’t s
worried. | turned to get to top sheet before pre-
paring to rescuethe cat.

Asl turned, | mused that thiswas going to get
tobeared painif | hadto removethe cat manu-
aly every week.

However, by thetimel turned back withthetop
sheet, thecat wassittinginthemiddleof thebed,
ontop of the bottom sheet and ready for action.

I’vewatched, but I’ mtill not entirely surehow
she getsout from under those new bedcovers.

When | made the bed today, though, she was
downstairs. | called, but Steve had music going
andsheeither didn’t hear or, well, she’ sacat, she
probably just ignored me.

| felt guilty anyway as| put oneunlumpy piece
on thebed after another.

Ohwell. I’'msureshe’ |l betheretonight tohelp
metry out the clean covers.

fish story

life. | wasalittle startled myself.

A friend out in Colorado, abanker by trade,
still doesn’t believe this story. He says | just
makethesethingsup.

| tried totell himthat | don’t havethat good
animagination, but it'sno use. | strongly sus-
pect that he' snever caught abirdonanelk-hair
caddis. | know he never went fishing enough.

Thereisoneway youcantell thisstory istrue,
though, and that isthefact that over theyears,
thebird hasnever grown.

If thishad been oneof thosefish stories, it'd
bean eagle by now.

“ And you should have seen the onethat got

But no, it'sstill just alittleflycatcher.

Besides, an eaglewould have waited until |
had afishonthelineto snatchit.

That'smy fishstory. Fatlot of gooditdid me.
Now shewantsahunting story.

Countries must embody ‘natural law’

By Sen. LARRY SALMANS

| recently attended aconferencewhichdealt
with the subject of natural law, its definition,
importanceto publicpolicy andimpact onvari-
ous societies, including our own.

Eventhough natural law isembodiedinthe
Ten Commandmentsand in our Constitution,
itisnot just American or even Christian; itis
universal, written ontheheart of every human
being. Even those who deny belief in a Su-
premeBeingfindthemsel vesusingtheseprin-
ciplesto passjudgment ontheideasof others.

We have people in our country who have
strong feelings about where the Ten Com-
mandmentsshould or should not beplaced, but
todeny thenatural law embodiedinthemisto
deny one'sinnermost self.

Thereare somethingsthat arewrongin ev-
ery culture. Oneismurder. Othersarelying,
stealing and adultery. Specific definitions of
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what these actions entail differ, but the basic
concept of right and wrongisuniversal.

Have you ever heard of a country where a
soldier wasadmiredfor runningaway inbattle,
or whereaman felt proud for double-crossing
afriend? What about areward for brutaizing
thehandicapped, thevery youngor thevery old?

When *universal law,” which could be de-
fined asthe* universal common sense” of the
human race, is suppressed or denied, itisin-
variably replaced by “uncommon sense.” Ir-
rational thought and actionsbecomethenorm,
fully justified with clever rationale to mask

feelingsof guilt.

We can suppress, modify, and even justify
breaking natural law, but ultimately weend up
breakingourselves. Natural law appearstobe
thegluethat holdsasociety together. Without
itsfoundationand astructurebased uponit, we
feel unstableand insecure.

Laws provide stability and security, which
in turn provide the platform for a stable soci-
ety. Withoutit, each personbecomesalaw untc
themselves, with little regard for their fellow
man. Thisfocuson self leadsto anarchy anc
eventual destruction.

Aswelook back ontheash heap of civiliza-
tions, we see that the demi se of many closely
followed their disregard for natural law. One
of the most obvious in our times has been
Hitler’'sNazi Germany.

Larry Salmans of Hanston is state senator
for the37th district.
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