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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 4:30 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:35a.m.
* Sunset, 4:29 p.m.

Midday Conditions

* Soil Temperature 45 degrees
* Humidity 22 percent
* Sky partly cloudy
* Winds west 10 m.p.h..
+ Barometer 29.55 inches

and steady
* Record High 77° (1995)
* Record Low 11° (1937)

Last 24 Hours*
High 60°
Low 39°
Precipitation none

N.W. Kansas Forecast
Today: Mostly sunny, high near
57,lownear 29, winds north north-
west 17-37 m.p.h. Wednesday:
Sunny, high near 70, low around
35, winds southwest 7-9 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Thursday: Mostly sunny, high
around 75, lowaround 33. Friday:
Partly cloudy, high near 62, low
near 32. Saturday: Partly cloudy,
highnear 52, low around 24. Sun-
day: Mostly cloudy, high near 40.

(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.57 bushel
New crop — $3.38 bushel
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn — $2.31 bushel
Posted county price — $2.22
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $2.15 bushel
Soybeans — $7.18 bushel
Posted county price — $7.10
Loan deficiency pmt. —0¢
Millet — $5 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $11.35 cwt.
NuSun — $11.60 cwt.
Confection — $19/$6 cwt.
Pinto beans — Withdrawn
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Bye champs
at wiffle ball

Junior Anthony Benavides
ofthe team Bye took his turn
at bat in the championship
game of Goodland High
School’'s week-long wiffle
ball tournament. See story
and photo on Page 9.

Santa gets kids' Christmas wWishes

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

Starting afew minuteslatefailed
to damper the spirits of the crowd
liningMainAvenuefor Goodland's
Christmas parade.

L eadingtheprocessionwerecity
policeman Greg Kroskey and
sheriff’sDeputy Roger Studer, who
hadtoleavesuddenly afew minutes
after the parade started.

Next in line was a color guard
from Goodland’sunit of theK ansas
National Guard, comprised of Sgts.
Mark Reasoner, Donald Frecks,
Jmmy Mooreand DanaBranstetter.

Following were three flat-bed
trailers loaded with holiday well-
wishers distributing candy to the
crowd. The first group labeled
“Round-Up for Christmas” was
sponsored by the First Baptist

Church and the second carried a |
simple Christmas display and a |3

message of thanks to Jesus for the
giftshegives. Thethird trailer car-
ried the consolidated membership
of the area’s Boy and girl Scout
troops.

Next came21 motorcyclessigni-
fyingthat start of their Toysfor Tots
campaign, through which toyswill
be collected for needy childrenin
the Goodland areato bedistributed
for Christmasthrough Genesis.

The guest of honor, Santa Claus,
camenextridingoneof thecounty’s
firetrucks, wavingtothecrowdand
wishingeverybody ahappy holiday.

Bringinguptherear wasthestate
Class4A volleyball champions, the
Cowgirlsof GoodlandHigh, riding
on another flat-bed semitrailer.

At the Goodland Area Chamber
of Commerce office, Santa dis-
mounted and sat in his chair to re-
ceivewishesfromthegoodchildren
of thecommunity.

A reception was held outsidethe
Chamber’s office when the Cow-
girlsarrived. Chamber Ambassador
DaleSchieldscommendedtheteam
fortheir achievement. Marty Melia,
representing the Goodland School
Board, praised the team for their
accomplishments.

Next the team’s seniors and
Coach Jerry McKeewereinvitedto
say afew words. They thanked the

Hunter Harkins (above) made
his Christmas wishes known to
Santalate Saturday afternoon at
the Chamber of Commerce of-
fice. Hunter told the old guy he
wants aremote-controlled space
rocket. Keith and Cindy Bowman
gave aridetotheirgrandchildren
in the Christmas parade Satur-
day on Main Avenue. The Bow-
mans led a procession of 21
motorcyclesthatsymbolized the
start of a Toys for Tots campaign
sponsored by area motorcycle
enthusiasts.

Photos by Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

townforitssupport andtalked about
thejoy they experienced during the
season and the memories they will
keepfromit.

Shoppe to help chlldren buy family gifts

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News
A flurry of activity at the Good-
land ChurchesThrift Shopiswhip-
pingupaspecia shoppefor children
tobuy affordableChristmasgiftsfor
their family.

Manager JoSimmonssaidshehas |

spent agood portion of thelast two
months planning theone-day affair
and lining up volunteersand dona-
tionsto pull it off.

“Thisiswhat | love to do,” she
said, “ community projects.”

Simmons will have the help of
highschool students, senior citizens
and many people from Goodland
and the surrounding area, and is
even getting some help from a
homeless shelter in Lawrence.

TheKids Christmas Shoppewill
openat 9a.m. Saturday, Dec. 13, at
the thrift store. Kids to age 14 will
havetheopportunity tobuy onegift
for each of their family members,
includinggrandparents, at theshop.

The children can choose from
itemsincludingtoys, dolls, gift bas-
kets and jewelry, priced from 25
centsto $5, and can havetheir gifts
wrapped by volunteers.

Therewill beChristmastreesand
decorations available. All children
up to 14 are eligible to participate,
Simmonssaid; thereisnoeconomic
factor. The kids can chose from
quality, carefully loved or new gifts,
shesaid.

The children need to bring alist
of family members they are shop-
ping for, Simmons said, with the
names printed for the gift tags.

The shop is first come, first
served, but she hopes people will
only take what they need for their
family and give everyone achance
at thelow-priced gifts.

Simmonssaidshehassaved plas-
tic toys from kids' meals, stuffed
animals, dolls, jewelry and other
itemsfor the shop.

She's hoarded wrapping paper,
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Jo Simmons, manager of the Goodland Churches Thrift Shop, pulled a giant reindeer, a stuffed kids’
chair, down from the pile in the back storage area. Simmons is preparing for the shop’s Christmas
Kids Shoppe to help children afford Christmas gifts for their families.

Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

ribbons, bowsandyarn. Volunteers
havetaken stuffed animalshometo
wash them, while others cleaned,
repaired and sewn doll clothes.

And many volunteers have been
cutting gift tags out of Christmas
cards.

Simmons said sheisstill accept-
ing donationsof cash, toysand other
itemsand islooking for volunteers
to help the children shop and wrap
gifts.

The family and consumer sci-
ences class at Goodland High
School ismaking hot chocol atemix
and muffin mix, Simmons said,

washing cups and putting together
gift baskets. The students are also
making goodiejarsof cookieingre-
dients. They havetodoacommunity
service project for their semester
grade.

Simmons said she is asking
churchesto donate cookieingredi-
entsfor thejars and needsto know
by Friday what will be donated to
know how much she will need to
buy.

She'sasking for cash to help buy
those ingredients, wrapping paper,
tape, ribbon, batteries for toys,
candlesfor gift baskets, shampoos,

conditioners, soapsand bath salts.

ShesaidtheGoodland Rotary and
Kiwanisclubshave agreed to help.

Comfort Inn, Super 8and Buffalo
Inn have donated bags of coffeefor
gift baskets, Simmons said, and
Comfort Inn gave combs and
shower caps.

Simmonssaid her daughter isthe
director of theLawrenceHomeless
Drop-in Shelter and hasbeen given
many cases of bathitemsfrommo-
telsinthearea

She's sharing some for the gift
baskets, Simmons said.

Residentsat the Sherman County

Good Samaritan Center and Wheat
Ridge Acres and clients of Golden
West Skills Center are cutting gift
tags from Christmas cards, Sim-
mons said.

Goodland Regional Medical
Center issaving boxesfor theshop,
she said, because there are alot of
toysto box up.

Bill Hartzler and Taylor Tomsic,
son of Lisaand Rob Tomsic, are
making wooden doll furniture, she
said, and Mary Schippert isrepair-
ing and making doll clothes.

Deanna Currie crochets doll
clothesand sews pillows, pot hol d-
ers and towel holders and styles
dolls’ hair.

Beverly Hurd made some doll
clothes, and SheldaBenally donated
dollsanddoll clothes. Barb Spring-
steen of Brewster madedoll clothes.

Simmonssaid she'saskingthe4-
H clubsto hel pthekidschoosegifts
and helpwith gift wrapping theday
the shopisopen.

Sherryl Ketter hassaid she' dhelp,
Simmonssaid, and Carol Gattshall
and Sharon Jensen brought in gift
boxes.

Holton Witman and Brandon
Sissel are helping sort and package
toys, shesaid, and Gertrude Carroll
provided a bag sealer to package
toysto keep them clean. Simmons
said she welcomes help from any-
onewho wantsto work.

She said thethrift shop will neec
tocloseat least on Friday, Dec. 12,
toget ready for theshop andthat she
andotherswill clean out theshel ves
and toy room for Christmas items.
Therewill aso be Christmasitems
hanging onthewalls,.

The shop’s short window will
changeweekly until after theChrist-
mas Shop, the manager said, dis-
playing Christmasitemsfor sale.

The other window will be deco-
rated with Christmasitemsthat are
store property, shesaid.



