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from our viewpoint...

Another push ready
on casino gambling

There'll be another big push for more casino gambling in
theKansasLegidaturethisyear.

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius, who appointed a special commis-
sionto study theissue, likely will get behind thedrive. She'll
say the state could use the revenue and the jobs, but that’san
open gquestion.

Lotsof interestsarewillingto spend bigmoney pushinggam-
bling, and most of them standto makemoney. Racetrack own-
ershavelost most of their profitsto casinos; they want slotsto
boost their fortunes. Supplierswant to open up our state. Oth-
erswant to start new gambling operations.

There’sno denying the appeal of casino games. A glanceat
statetraffic statisticsshowsthat U.S. 75 averages 10,000 cars
per day north of Topeka, andjust 5,000 north of Holton, mean-
ing that alot of peopleexit at theIndian casinosup there.

If casinosoutinthemiddleof nowheredraw likethat, imag-
inewhat they could doin or near major Kansascities.

There’smoney to be madein the casino business.

But the question remains, do we really want or need more
gamblingin Kansas?

Time was when the state looked on gambling, liquor and
prostitution asvicesto be suppressed. All of those can be de-
structive and addictive, especially liquor and gaming.

Butwefoundit nexttoimpossibletoget rid of Demon Rum,
and there'salwaysbeen ahorse book or acard gamegoing on
inthisstate, legal or not.

Then the state latched onto gambling as a money-making
schemeandgotintothebusinessitself. Thestatel ottery opened
the door for Indian casinos and the L egislature gave us gam-
bling at dog and horsetracks.

Thetracks made money for awhile, but big “riverboat” ca-
sinosover in Missouri have siphoned much of the profit, and
thelndian casinoshavetaken therest.

But gambling as a business depends on the immutable fact
that peoplelosemoney. Otherwise, there’ dbeno profit for the
house. Someone hasto be paying the casino’shills.

L egalizing gambling putsthestateintheposition of encour-
agingvice, not suppressingit. Thestate’sL otto gameispretty
much the same as the mob’s old numbers racket, though the
mob used to give better odds.

Isthat what wewant for Kansas?

Now that we' re making money off of liquor and gambling,
shouldwealso consider taxing marijuanaand prostitution?Or
maybe state-run brothel s?

It'salmost impossi bletowinthebattleagainst viceby pass-
ing laws, or we' d have made it work during Prohibition. It’s
another thing altogether to havethestate promoting avice, but
with gambling, that’swhat we' re doing.

More casinos?

The$50 million the state standsto makewould beadropin
the budget. We' ve no obligation to bail out track owners or
makebig casino firmsrich.

Fromthispoint, there’s plenty of gambling opportunitiesin
our state already, maybe more than enough. The social costs
aregreat.

Let’'sjust say no. —Steve Haynes
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A resent govt. survey report
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| like Thanksgiving holiday

| don’t know about you, but | like Thanks-
giving.

It'squickly becoming my favorite holiday.

There’'s just too much commercialism
wrapped around too many of the others. I'm
feeling sad that Thanksgiving is sandwiched
sotightly between two other holidaysthat it's
being slowly sgueezed into non-existence.

What can | say about Thanksgiving?

Even written without a capital letter (i.e.,
thanksgiving) itisagood word — and agood
idea.

Gratitudeisagreat spirit; itleadsto content-
ment and peace. | wonder how it’sbeing taught
in public schools these days when God can't
be mentioned.

What' sthepoint of thanks; whoreceivesthe
gratitude?

A “not-so-comic, al-too-true” cartoon| read
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® commentary

oneyear showed apictureof ayoung man stand-
inginfront of aclassroomblackboard (another
antique, I’m sure) on which iswritten: “The
pilgrims came here seeking freedom of you
know what. When they landed, they gave
thanksto you know who. Because of them, we
can worship each Sunday you know where.”

Toobadfreedomof speechisonly being cen-
soredinreligiousmatters, isn'tit?

A muchbetter essay onThanksgiving (inmy
opinion) are these words from Dale A.
Matthews in The Faith Factor: “It iseasy to

confuse adoration and thanksgiving, but they
are different, though certainly related to one
another. Adorationmight belikenedtothefeel-
inglovershavefor oneanother asthey gazeintc
each other’s eyes, or the emotion that over-
comesaparentwhenanewbornisplacedinhis
or her arms. Thanksgiving is a conscious re-
counting of theblessingsGod hasgivenus, anc
addliberateact of recognizing (God's) hiswork
inour lives. | think of thanksgiving simply as
giving credit wherecreditisdue—tothe Goo
who givesuslifeand breath. I nthe process of
giving thanks, we remind ourselves that Goo
istrustworthy, that (God) cares about us, anc
that wedonot strugglethroughthislifealone.”

May you purposely, consciously and delib-
erately celebrate aspirit of thanksgiving, anc
may you holdtightly toit throughout each anc
every new day.

There Is ‘service after the sale’ in Goodland

TotheEditor:

Thisnoteisintended for those of you who,
like me, thought “ service after the sale” was
only wishful thinking.

Last Friday evening at 5:00 p.m., my wife |-

left Central School andtriedtostart her vehicle.
It wouldn't!

She called Finley Motors's service depart-
ment and wastold that help wasonitsway.

from our
readers

® to the editor

Rick McElwee, servicemanager, and Danny
Archer, owner, arrived in a pickup with tow

ropeinhand. Thevehiclewasrepaired|ater that
evening.

I thought the citizens of Goodland and sur-
rounding areawould liketo know.

Thanksto Rick, Danny, and the serviceper-
sonnel of Finley Motors.

Cliff and MarciaSmith

Goodland

Study to be made of Kansas health insurance

Eachyear, theK ansas| nsurance Department
receives thousands of phone calls from con-
sumers asking for answersto their insurance
guestions.

Morethan half of thosecallsarerelatedtoa
singletopic: healthinsurance. Whilemany of
these questions are related to specific issues
with single health insurance policies, weal so
hear many questionsabout the cost, availabil-
ity and status of healthinsurancein general.

A recent statewide survey of Kansansindi-
catesabout 10.5 percent of our state'spopula-
tionislivingwithout any healthinsurance. The
survey was funded by the federal Headlth Re-
sources and Services Administration and ad-
ministered by the Kansas I nsurance Depart-
ment and the University of Kansas Medical
Center. Now the federal government has
awardedtheK ansas|nsurance Department an
additional grant of $185,000for researchinto
waystomakehealthinsurancemoreaffordable
and availableto Kansans.

We have again turned to the University of
Kansas Medical Center for assistance. Dr.
Barbara Langner from the university School
of Nursing will lead our efforts to refine the
existing survey information and update what
weknow about healthinsurancein Kansas.

Wealready know that uninsured peopletend
to avoid the doctor except for seriousinjuries
orillness. Thisisinefficient and expensive.

Many of these same peopletell usthey can-
not afford the existing health insurance prod-
uctsoffered.

Small employerssay they arefindingit harder
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to offer health benefits to their employees.
Larger employers are facing rising costs and
often passmoreof thoseinsurancecoststotheir
workers. Individual insurance policies have
seenthegreatest percentageof costincreasesin
the past decade. And the cost of healthcareand
health insurance are projected to increase at
similar ratesfor the next several years.
Therearenosimpleanswers. Butwithgood
informationand effectiveresearch, wecanget
abetter ideaof whoisuninsured, and how we

where to write

might be ableto fill the gaps. We will talk tc
employers, employees and Kansans from all
walks of life. And, asalways, the Kansas In-
surance Department wel comesinput fromany-
onewith ideas, questionsor concerns.

My thanks go out to the University of Kan-
sasMedical Center and the Health Resources
and Services Administration for helping us
withthisimportant research. | look forward to
working closely with these partners aswe de-
velop astrategic plantoimprove health insur-
ancecoveragein Kansas.

If you have a question or concern about an
insurance-related issue, please call our Con-
sumer Assistance Hotline at 1-800-432-2484
or visit the Department’s web site at
www.ksihsurance.org.Assistanceisalsoavail-
ableat our Wichitaoffice (316-337-6010).

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart
Senate Office Building, Washington D.C.
20510. (202) 224-6521; web e-mail address
— brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Long-
worth House Office Building, Washington,
D.C. 20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail ad-
dress — jerry.moran@mail .house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address — mor-
rison@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol
Building Rm. 449-N, Topeka, KS 66612
(785) 296-7399; e-mail address — clark-
@senate.state.ks.us

Kansas Attorney General Phil Kline
301 S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS
66612-1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-
3699 TTY: (785) 291-3767
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