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from our viewpoint...

Downtown project
math pretty simple

With the equipment for theAircraft Seal and Gasket Corp.
plant expected next week, wecan beproud of theeffort of busi-
nesspeopleandcitizenswho stepped forwardtomakethi shap-
pen.

The owners of the company are pleased with the building
provided by the city and the enormous effort to get it ready
for their use.

It istime to turn attention to another project that needs as
much support asbringing anew company totown, andthatis
the downtown improvement program.

The deadline is getting close — Dec. 12 — to have com-
mitmentsfrom building ownersin the downtown district for
what they are willing to spend on their buildingsin the next
year tobeadollar-for-dollar match for astategrant toreplace
the sidewalks, curb and gutter in the center of the downtown
district.

The Downtown Revitalization Committee has sent |etters
to al building owners asking their support. To do the whole
project asplanned, it will take $200,000 worth of work onthe
busi ness-match sideto compl etethethreebl ocksbetween 13th
and 10th.

Thisareaisthefirst phaseof aplanned rebuilding of all the
brick streets, intersections, sidewalks, curb and gutter for the
whole of the Main Street Mile. The city isgoing ahead with
plansto replace the brick intersections at 11th and 112th un-
der aseparategrant from the state Department of Transporta:
tion.

Thisyear’sproject will cost over $700,000 and rebuild the
threeblocks, but only if building ownerscommit to spending
atotal of $200,000 inthat three-block area.

There are more than 40 individual businessesin the three
blocks, but some buildings have more than one business. I
thetotal isdivided by thenumber of businesses, it meanseach
onewoul d havetocommitto spendingjust $5,000onimprove-
mentsin the next year, or about $8,000 per building.

Theintersectionswill bedonewith or without the devel op-
ment grant. If thereis not enough to do all three blocks, the
grant could be scaled back to two or even one. However, this
isanexcellent opportunity for thecity and thedowntown busi-
nessesto haveanew faceand anew brick street for thosewho
stop and shop inour city.

The bricks on Main have been there for nearly 100 years,
and so have some of the buildings. Replacing the brickswill
brightenthe downtown area, and asthe project continues, the
wholeareawill benefit from thenew smoother rideand fresh
looking sidewalks.

Many business owners have been told that the sidewalks,
curband guttersneedto berepl aced, and thisprogramwill do
that with themoney from the statewhilethebuilding owners
canconcentrateonimprovingand preservingtheir investment
inour city’sdowntown shopping and businessdistrict.

Themathissimple. If thecity canget thecommitments, we'll
have another step forward on the heels of the economic de-
velopment that isexpanding in our city and its economy. —
TomBetz
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Mini-vacation lands us in lap of luxury

Steveand | took amini-vacation last week.

Heclaimshehastoget meout of towntokeep
meaway fromwork.

Even that doesn’t work, however, because
we both take our computers.

Thiswasaone-day tripto Denver for acon-
cert, aglassof wineand anight at adowntown
hotel.

Steve got tickets for the LucindaWilliams
concert on Wednesday night and | booked usa
room at the Comfort Inn downtown. We
planned to drivein after work, park at the ho-
tel and walk to the concert, which was at the
Fillmore about 12 blocks east of downtown..

Steveand | have aroutinewhen arriving at
hotels. | check inand hedeal swiththeluggage
— inthiscasetwo computer casesand asmall
suitcase.

But therewasahangup at thedesk. Theclerk
told me they were booked up and the person
who had had our roomthenight beforewasn’t
leaving.

Inother words, therewasnoroominthelnn.

So, for the same pricethey had booked usa
room at the Brown Palace acrossthe street.

Ohwoeisus— forced to stay at the luxury
hotel. Lifeistough.

We boogied acrosstheroad and checked in
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® Open season

asapair of bellhopsgrabbed our bagsand prac-
tically carried usupstairs.

Therewasiceinthebucket, water inthesil-
ver pitcher and amint on the pillow.

Lifewastough.

We dropped our stuff and headed for the
Fillmore, althoughthebel Ihop’ssuggestion of
hors d' oeuvres and music in the lobby was
tempting.

The walk was brisk but enjoyable and we
arrived during the middle of the opening act
— aniceband that ended its set with agospel
song.

The Fillmoreis astrange place. It hasthe
stageat oneend and what appearstobeahuge
dance floor in the middle with afew small
tables scattered down the sides. Mostly, how-
ever, it hosts concerts.

Wewereableto get aspot up front and after
about 45 minutes, themain attraction cameon.

LucindaWilliamswasweird, but we had a

good view of the show even thoughwehad to
stand the entiretime. The band wasfantastic,
Ms. Williams has a great voice but she went
from overly talkative to haggard within afew
songs and appeared almost too tired to finish
the show.

Her voice never gave out, though, and at a
big place, like Red Rocks, we would never
have noticed the slumping shoulders and
closed eyes.

Steve, | and several othersin the audience
had our own opinions of why shewas having
trouble, but while others voiced the thought
that rehab wasin her future, | kept my mouth
shut. Shegaveuswhat wepaidfor andtherest
wasn’t my business.

After theshow, wewanderedintoalate-night
restaurant and had asnack and aglassof wine,
then it was back to our substitute hotel room,
which had free high-speed I nternet access.

Lifeistough, | told you.

Webothgot storiestoedit and thingstowork
onfor theway homeoff thelnternet whilehav-
ing coffeeinour roomthenext morning. Then
itwastimeto pack up and head back totherea
world.

It wasn't avery long vacation, but it was a
funoneand | evengot alittlework done.

Can't blame rural problems on Wal-Mart

If rural Americaisdying, what'skillingit?

Though it's popular to blame Wal-Mart, |
don'tthink that’sit.

Wal-Mart isasymptom, not adisease.

What'skillingrural Americanisrural Ameri-
cans.

Wedon'trealizehow goodwehavethings, and
wedon'tinvestinour own, wonderful way of life.

Weteach our kidsthat they need to go off to
theuniversity and get agoodjobinthecity. We
don’'t makejobsfor them back at homelikewe
usedto.

Wedo our shoppingout of townor withsome
big, facelesscorporation. Wedon't support the
hometowngrocery or themom-and-pop stores
onMain Street.

WEe' rehooked ontheexcitement of goingto
thebig storesand buying big-brand merchan-
dise. A triptothe next-bigger town becomesa
social outing, not just treason to the local
economy.

But it'smore complicated than that.

Wal-Mart existsbecauseit doeswhat people
want.

It haslow prices, if you don’t mind hiking
through ajammed up, ding-and-dent parking
lot. It'sopen all day so people can shop when
they havetime.

Oneretail expert notesthat inan erawhen ev-
eryoneworks, astorethat’s open 9to 5 must be
cateringtotheretiredandtheunemployed. That's
not the most profitable demographic, isit?

Go to any Wal-Mart at night or on Sunday,
or 9p.m. onaWednesday, andyou'll find cars
fromall thesurroundingtowns. Go downtown
in those same towns, and you' || find most of
thestoreslocked and shuttered.

Maybe the owners are home complaining.
Maybe they’re over shopping at Wal-Mart
alongwithal their customers.
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Most of our towns have places to buy the
thingsweneed. Thesebusinessesprovidejobs
that keep our townsgoing. They arethebuild-
ing blocks of our communities. But wedrive
right by them on our way out of town.

Thenweget together and complainabout the
declining population and the ever-lower en-
rollmentinour schools. Wegripethat it’ stough
toattract new businesses. Wecomplainthat no
onewantstolive“out here.”

We' d all bealot better off if welearned to
investinour owntownsandthebusinessesthat
support them. Instead of hitting the highway
to buy acar or acoat, we ought to look down-
town. Out on the highway. Or worst cometo
worse, inthe next county over.

where to write

Not inthe city. Not at some chain store that
sucks profits out of our town and sends them
tofiveof thewealthiest peoplein theworld.

Wedon't, though. Wethink we' regoingtosave
money on the road. We're mad at the town gro-
cer or theFord deal er. Wewant to have somefun.

Hey, nobody spendsall hismoney at home.
Therearethingsyou can't get here. Thereare
thingswewant inthecity.

That’snot the point.

If we want rural Americato survive, rura
Americans have to start investing in our own
back yards.

Weneedto spend most of our money at home.
We need to shop at the town grocery and sup-
port thedowntown stores. Weneed to spend our
money where it supports jobs and taxes anc
profitsat home, not in Arkansas.

Evenif it costsafew centsmore.

Becauseif wedon’t, we' reall going to have
tomovetothecity.

And whileit'sanice placeto visit, | don’t
wanttolivethere.
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