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The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake  in a news story.
Please call our office at (785) 899-
2338 to report errors. We believe
that news should be fair and factual.
We want to keep an accurate record.

corrections

Home for Sale

Open House Sunday, Nov. 30, 2 - 4 p.m.
or phone 785-890-3373 for appointment

510 College
Goodland, Kan. 67735

2000 sq. ft. main floor, 1000 sq. ft. finished basement
screened porch, double car garage

swimming pool (optional)
Entry, living, dining, family and computer rooms

4 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms
Kitchen and utility

Present Ticket at Box Office
Tickets are Non-Transferable

Sherman
1203 MAIN – Phone 899-6103

You receive two free passes to see

SUBSCRIBER

Joe Hickert

Radio
PG

ENJOY
TONIGHT AT THE MOVIES

AT THE MOVIES

You are Invited!
We are celebrating

Betty (Hazen) Miller’s

Please join us on
November 28, 2003
at the Villa High Room

2:00 to 5:00 p.m.

Come and go
Park in the KXXX Parking Lot

80th birthday!

Cards can also be sent to
13250 HWY 77

Byers, OK 64831

Ebert

State Chamber gets ideas on how to cut costs
By Greg Stover

The Goodland Star-News
The Kansas Chamber Express

stopped in Goodland Tuesday after-
noon to get ideas from business here
on how to reduce the cost of doing
business in Kansas.

The Express is a series of state-
wide meetings during which Lew
Ebert, president of the Kansas
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try, and Terry Leatherman, its vice
president, meet with business
people and listen to their problems
and ideas.

Goodland was the next to the last
stop of tour’s “30 cities in three

months” run.
Ebert and Leatherman were lun-

cheon guests of the Goodland
Kiwanis Club at the
Northwest Kansas Tech-
nical College student
union. About 30 people
from Goodland and the
surrounding area were
there.

After lunch, Kansas
Chamber board member
Curt Stephens, of Colby,
introduced Ebert, who
talked about the need to develop a
business growth strategy for Kan-
sas to counter what he described as

growth deficiency in the state evi-
denced by a net job loss in 2002. He
said one purpose of the Express was

to help identify those areas
where the state, and its
regulations, hurt business.

Ebert described the eco-
nomic growth potential in
Kansas as a three-legged
stool of which the state’s
transportation network and
its education and training
programs represent two of
the legs. Both are among

the best in the nation, he said, but the
third leg is the business climate,
which includes the cost of doing

business.
Ebert said four specific areas can

be improved in Kansas: Health care
costs; worker ’s compensation
costs, of which about 60 percent
involves health care; unemploy-
ment insurance costs; and the high
cost of litigation.

He said by improving these area,
Kansas can enhance its image to
attract business looking to relocate.

Ebert said the state’s significant
investment in its education and
training has increased availability
of a skilled work force, which he
believed is a potential “super
weapon” for economic growth.

He said one of the goals of the
Chamber is to establish a meaning-
ful voice for businesses in the state-
house, and he said business people
can contribute without leaving their
desk.

Some state politicians, he said,
say that the state has done nothing
to hurt the business climate in Kan-
sas but Ebert says that “not hurting
business doesn’t help it.” Positive
action is needed stimulate real
growth, he said.

Donna Swager, director of Wheat
Ridge Acres Retirement Commu-
nity, provided an example of how
state Health Department regula-

tions hamper economic growth.
She said that Heritage Health Care
Management of Alamosa, Colo.,
operates six retirement communi-
ties in Colorado and one in Kansas,
but because of the over regulation
here, the firm is not considering any
further expansion in the state.

She said the state’s regulations
are too stringent and unrealistic for
most situations.

Ebert said he received similar re-
ports during other meetings and rec-
ognizes the need declare “war on
red-tape” and reform regulations so
that they make sense.

Tumblin’ tumbleweed

A huge tumbleweed traveling west on 12th Street on Thursday night stopped to rest a few sec-
onds in the intersection at Main Avenue. Shortly after its picture was taken, it turned south on
Main, where it collided with a pickup going north. Since damage was negligible, both travelers
continued on their way.                                                                                    Photo by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News

Social Security checks
to get larger in January
By Greg Stover

The Goodland Star-News
People receiving Social Security

and supplemental security income
will see bigger checks starting in
January.

A 2.1 percent cost-of-living ad-
justment will increase the money
sent each month to more than 54
million people. The Social Security
Administration said the average
monthly benefit for all retired work-
ers will increase from $903 to $922.

Several other changes will take
effect in January. One of them is an
increase in the maximum amount of
annual earnings subject to Social
Security tax from $87,000 to
$87,900. The government esti-
mates that about 9.2 million work-
ers, out of the over 150 million who
pay the tax, will pay more next year.

Another change is an increase in
the amount a worker who has not
reached full retirement age can earn
without loss of benefits. In 2004,
that will be $11,640 a year, an aver-
age of $970 per month. One dollar
in benefits will be withheld for ev-
ery two dollars above the amount.

Full retirement age is the age
people, based on the year they were
born, qualify for full retirement
benefits.

 For example the full retirement
age for people born in 1939 is 65
years, 4 months. For people born in
the period from 1943 through 1954,
that age is 66.

For people born on Jan. 1, full
retirement is based on the previous
year. For example a person born on
Jan. 1, 1943 will have his or her full
retirement age determined as if he
or she was born in 1942, which is 65
years, 10 months.

The amount needed for a quarter
of coverage will increase from $890
to $900. Workers can earn up to four
quarters of coverage per year based
on their reported wages. In general,
40 quarters of coverage are needed
to qualify for retirement benefits.

In 2004, workers will need to earn
at least $3,600 to earn four quarters
of coverage. They do not have to
earn $900 every three months.
Workers can earn the required
$3,600 in just one pay period dur-
ing 2004 and still get all four quar-

ters of coverage for the year.
People who qualify can retire at

any time between age 62 and their
full retirement age, however their
benefits will be permanently re-
duced for each month short of full
retirement age.

The Social Security Administra-
tion estimates that a person choos-
ing to receive their benefits early
will generally receive the same to-
tal amount over their lifetime as if
they waited for full retirement age,
just at a lower monthly rate.

James Feyerherm, district man-
ager at the Social Security office in
Hays, said each person’s situation
is unique and their particular cir-
cumstances must be considered
when considering when to retire.
He said the Hays office, 1212 E.
27th St., can help in that process.
The telephone number is (785) 625-
3496.

For more information about the
changes next year or the Social Se-
curity Administration in general, go
to www.ssa.gov or call (800) 772-
1213.

More interest in truck stop
the country shows Salina as the only
spot in Kansas, and Laramie as the
only Petro in Wyoming. There are
not any Petro stations in Colorado.

Petro opened its first truck plaza
in El Paso in 1975.

Chairman Dave Daniels reported
the state has cleared the Economic
Development Council of any
wrongdoing in the effort to find a
buyer for the truck stop. He said he
attended a Board of Realtors meet-
ing, however, and real estate bro-
kers here continue to be concerned

about the activities of the director.
Applegate has agreed to a con-

tract for another year, Daniels said.
He said the contract will be pre-
sented for the council’s approval at
the December meeting and then it
will be recommended to the county
commissioners for approval.

Council member Harlan House
suggested the council needs to find
a way to hold a goal-setting session
to give Applegate some guidance
and give the community an oppor-
tunity to provide input into the di-
rection and goals.

House suggested holding a pub-

lic discussion at noon on the second
Tuesday of December at Gam-
bino’s and invite everyone to attend.
He said the format would be open,
and that any topic could be dis-
cussed.

Council members present were
Daniels, John Garcia, Kim Bohme,
House, Larry Harper and Patty
Eckhardt. Sherman County Com-
missioner Kevin Rasure attended as
well.

The next council meeting will be
at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 16  at
Western State Bank.

Paper gains advertising person

Businesses to close for holiday

Hamilton

Anne Hamilton started work
Wednesday, Nov. 12, as an advertis-
ing representative for The
Goodland Star-News.

Hamilton will be prima-
rily dealing with custom-
ers east of Main Avenue
north of 17th Street and
east of K-27 to the south.
She will assist customers
with their advertising
needs and promoting new
business.

“I’m really excited
about the opportunity to work
here,” said Hamilton. “I’m looking
forward to going out in the commu-
nity and meeting people.”

Hamilton earned a Bachelor of
Business Administration degree,
with a marketing emphasis, from
Fort Hays State University in De-
cember.

“We’re very glad to have her,”
said Steve Haynes, president of
Nor’West Newspapers. “We think

her background in marketing will
be valuable to our customers.”

Since August, Hami-
lton has worked at Cow-
boy Loop, 1631 Main
Ave., as a counter clerk.
She moved to Goodland
in July from Kansas City,
where she was an
AmeriCorps volunteer
after graduating from
Fort Hays.

Hamilton was born in
Salina and lived in

Goodland until 1991 when, at age
10, her family moved to Wiggins,
Colo. After graduating from
Wiggins High School in 1999, she

attended Morgan Community Col-
lege, earning an associate’s degree
a year later. In July 2000, she trans-
ferred to Fort Hays. During her time
as a student there, she worked part-
time at Lane County Hospital in
Dighton in environmental services.

Hamilton is the daughter of Brad
and Sue Mann of Dighton and the
granddaughter of Darrell and
Sharon Mann of Goodland. She
also is the neice of Barry and Joni
Guyer, and John and Dana Murray
all of Goodland.

“My goal is to always do the best
I can in everything and do it with no
regrets,” Hamilton said.

The Goodland Star-News office
will be closed Thanksgiving Day,
and the Friday edition will go to
press a day early, on Wednesday.

The paper will be at news stands
that day, and delivered on time in
the mail. Deadline for news and ads
is noon Wednesday.

City of Goodland and Sherman
County offices will be closed
Thanksgiving and Friday. The pub-
lic library will be closed Thanksgiv-
ing but will be open for normal
hours, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., on Friday.

State offices in Goodland will be
closed Thursday and Friday and
federal offices will be closed
Thanksgiving only. All banks and
government offices will be closed
on Thursday, and there will be no

mail. Mail service will resume on
Friday.

These businesses are among
those that will be closed Thanksgiv-
ing and will be opened for normal
hours on Friday: Cowboy Loop,

1631 Main Ave.; Crazy R’s Bar and
Grill, 1618 Main Ave.; Gambino’s
Pizza, 402 E. 17th St.; Kabredlos-
Cenex, 320 E. 8th St.; Kear’s Qual-
ity Liquor, 403 E. 17th St.; and
Pizza Hut, 1803 Cherry Ave.


