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from our viewpoint...

There are things
we are thankful for

Threeyearsof drought, at the end of arecession, troopsat war
ondistant continents, animpasse in Washington.

What do we haveto bethankful for?

It might be our schools. They’relosing enrollment and fight-
ing budget cuts, but they’ re mostly the best. They turn out kids
with hightest scoresand alow ratio of violence. They’relongon
sportsand character, short on dropoults, discipline problemsand
failure.

They are, for the most part, places where students go to learn
andhavefun. They’ reschools, not warehouses. They get thesup-
port they need when the chips aredown and the budget it tight.

Or maybeit’stheweather.

Yeah, | know it'sbeendry. Butweliveinaplacewherethesum-
mer isbearableandthewinter is(usually, not thisweekend) sunny,
bright and warm. The humidity stays low most of the time and
you can be outdoors most days.

There are those long, lingering sunsetsin the fall, awesome
thunderstormsinthesummer. TheL ord usually sendsusenough
moistureto grow acrop and keep sometrees.

What more do we need?

WEell, it'll rainagain some day.

WEe' ve got miles of wide-open vistas to be thankful for. Back
east, you can get claustrophobiadrivingdownthehighway. Here,
you can see 50 miles on aclear night. In Denver, half thetime,
they can’t seethe mountainsacrossthevalley.

Maybeit’sliving in aplace where government is both honest
andefficient. InKansas, wetakeit for granted that thefolksdown
at the courthouse areworking for us, not to get into our pockets.

Letonestepover theline, takejust afew bucks, andthey’ Il wind
upinjail.

If thewar isdragging on, remember that we were attacked. If
wedon’t vanquish our foes, they’ Il be back — again and again.

Americaisthelast, theonly superpower. Wedidn't ask for the
job of policemanto theworld. There’ snobody elsetotakeit.

We should be thankful that we're still able. Imagine aworld
without some sort of order, a place where dictators run rampant
and demacracy isontherun. Imaginetheworldinthe 1930s, for
instance.

And bethankful.

We should appreciate living in the best and most free country
onearth.

It'snot perfect, not by along shot. But it’samuch better place
thanit ever hasbeen. It'sfree, safeand, eveninarecession, pros-
perous.

InAmerica, welivebetter than any nation hasin the history of
mankind. InAmerica, we' refreetothink and liveasweplease, to
pray andwork asweplease. If our country hassomefaults, that's
the pricewe pay for freedom.

But thankfully, therearen’t many.

Out here, we should bethankful that weliveamong thenicest,
most generous and friendliest people anywhere.

Welivewhereyou can walk down the streetsat night and feel
safe. Where you can leave your house or your car unlocked and
expect things to be there when you return. Where people wave
when they passyou ontheroad.

We' ve got game, fishing, open fieldsand the open road.

What more could weask for?

Yeah, there'sal ot to bethankful for. —Seve Haynes
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My vacation Is my ‘silent retreat’

| don’t know about you, but | just took ava
cation.

I'm calling it my Silent Retreat. | went to
Hawaii (again)— oneof my favoritevacation
destinations.

But Hawaii ischanging, and not for the bet-
ter, in my opinion. Tourists have corrupted it,
I’'m afraid. It used to be exciting and alittle
mysterious. Almost gone are the matching
muu-muus and shirtsfor lovers, and with the
lossof that tradition, wehavel ost theromance
too. Today youseeT-shirtsand shorts-justlike
you see hereat home. Somehow the effectis
not the same.

It must beterribletolivesomewherethat has
tourists visit 365 days a year. Much of the
friendliness and welcoming hasgone— even
though it was sorely missed the few months
after the September 11th tragedy, | was told.
Hotels had to lay off workers, businesses
closed, the streetswere empty.

Duringmy Silent Retreat, | stayedinawon-
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derful hotel withexcellent diningfacilities, but
it had changed al so. Instead of smiling people
intent on experiencing Hawalii, | saw people
whowerenomorefriendly thanthey’ d beback
home. No oneseemed caught upintheunique
atmosphere that USED to be Hawaii. People
werestill buying pineappl esto send home, but
therewaslittle of theelectricity | used to see.

Granted, over the years I’ ve probably
changed a so. I’ m not asexciting, or mysteri-
ousor romantic as| probably was.

But I tried. | smiled. | said hello to people.
Therewerefew hearty responses. Inthetwo
weeks| wasthere, | doubtif | spokeoutlouda
total of 2 hours.

Just try tovacation around peopl e paired off
into couples (mostly senior citizens) and see
how much funyou have!

| had al ot of timeto meditateand to analyze
myself — at timesjoyfully communing with
God and sometimes spiraling down into de-
pression, accepting that | was old, ugly anc
aone. Then onenight, near theend of my trip,
| was seated in the open-air restaurant, 10ok-
ingasgoodas| couldand dressedinafavorite
muu-muu. | was enjoying good food and pri-
vatethoughts, whenawoman at anearby table
waved. | looked to seeif she were waving to
someone behind me.

Shesmiled, stood up, walked away fromher
husband to takeaseat at my table. Shecheer-
fully said, “ Areyoutravelingalone?’ | assured
her | was. And shesaid, “ What ashame! Such
alovely lady havingto bealone.”

We had ashort, friendly conversation, dur-
ing which | realized that God always sends
angel swhen we need them the most.

Nottoway Plantation was ahead of its time

During avacationtripto New Orleanswith
acouple of British teachers, my wife decided
one thing we were going to do wasto visit a
plantation.

Once we arrived in New Orleans and took
our trip up the Mississippi on the Steamboat
Natchez, my wife, Ava, andLizMillsset their
sightsonfinding aplantationto visit.

When they had found the one they wanted,
they gave the directions and we headed west
for White Castle, La., between Baton Rouge
and New Orleans.

Aswedrove, | asked if thiswasthe closest
plantation they could find, but my wife'san-
swerwas, “ Itwasnot thecl osest; it wasthebig-
gest.”

Weturned off I-10 heading south and crossed
theMississippi River onthe Sunshine Bridge
beforearrivingat theNottoway Plantationwest
of WhiteCastle.

The mansion was built in 1859 by John
Hampden Randolph and his 11 children. To-
day themansionisabed and breakfastinn, al-
lowing people to stay in one of the 13 guest
rooms.

The women liked the furniture in the bed-
rooms, withtheir special designsandwonder-
ful beds. TheGrand WhiteBallroom hasbeau-
tiful fireplaces, which make great backdrops
for weddingsor other special events.

Sincethehousewasnot handicapaccessible,
my wifewasunabl eto seetheupper floors. She
wasabletomaneuver aroundthegroundfloor,
whichisreferredto asthebasement, andwhere
the overnight guests are served a plantation
breakfast.

Besides the ballroom, the main floor has a
gentleman’sstudy andalargediningroomwith
alongtablethat could seat over 20 guests.

There were a number of things about the
mansi onthat madeyou appreciatetheingenu-
ity of the Randolphs in building thislarge
house. Thefamily owned 7,000 acres around
themansion. Theland waspart of Randolph’s
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sugar cane operation, which made him afor-
tune.
Randol ph was well ahead of histime: his

K nowinghewasbuildingclosetothemighty
Mississippi, Randolph used concrete and
bricksfor the foundation and basement floor.
Thecurved part of theballroomwasbuilt with
wood timbersthat were soaked intheriver for
about six years.

During the Civil War, Randol ph took all his
workers and slavesto Texasto work, and | eft
hiswifeand children behindtotakecareof the
mansion. TheUniontroopsletit beknownthat

any Southerner who did not

] try tointerfere with their ad-

vancewould beleft alone.

One day, the story goes, &
maid spotted a blue-uni-
formed man carrying awhite
flag headed from the river to
the mansion and told Mrs.
Randolph. Shehurried all the
children and servants to the
basement, then put adagger in
her wai stband beforewal king
out to meet the soldier.

The Union officer said he

mansion was equipped with acetylene gas
lights using a system of copper pipesand his
ownacetylenegenerationsystem. Many of the
origina fixturesremain in house, but the gas
wasreplaced with el ectricity betweenthefirst
and second World Wars.

Copper pipes also brought fresh water into
the house, and running the pipes behind the
fireplacesprovided hot water toeachfloor, es-
pecialy during thewinters. Each floor had an
indoor toilet, which wasrare at thetime. the
porcelain pots camefrom Paris.

The mansion has 53,000 square feet of liv-
ing space, including amusic room on the sec-
ondfloor withwindowsthat overlook theriver
to the east. When the mansion was built, the
river wasabout aquarter milefarther away, but
an earthquake about 80-100 yearsago moved
thechannel closer and aleveehad to bebuilt.

waswithadetachment of gun-
boats, andthat hehad beenafrequent visitor a
the mansion before the war. He assured Mrs.
Randol ph that he would see that her property
was protected. She thanked the officer and
wel comedthetroops, who set up camp near the
river in front of the mansion.

At some point, there was some cannon fire
near themansion. Onecannonball hitacolumn
onthefront, andlodgedinplace. It stayedthere
for over 130years, but onesummer day it came
loose and fell to theground.

Thevisit was capped by awonderful Loui-
siana Cajun and Creole lunch at the “ elegant
yet casual” Randolph Hall Restaurant.

After lunch, we headed back the 50 milestc
New Orleans for another night on Bourbon
Street. | againaskedif thiswasthecl osest plan-
tation and was assured it was not the closest,
but it wasthe biggest.
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