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from our viewpoint...

Health privacy act
costing us billions

There's not much good about HIPPA, the Health Insurance
Portability and Privacy Act, unlessyou’ reabureaucrat or apri-
vacy freak.

It'scosting ushillionsof dollarsasthehealthindustry changes
everythingtomeet new federal regulations, but there'slittleben-
efit tothe average consumer.

And there are some real problems created by this whacked-
out law. Asusual, when Congress changesthings, it'stheunin-
tended consequencesthat come back to haunt us.

Preacherscan’tfind out whothey needtovisitinthehospital.
Newspapers can’t get lists of hospital admissions, so friends
don’'t know when people arelaid up. Hospitalslose their con-
nection to the community.

One of the more esoteric dangers has been little remarked,
though, and that’ sthethreat to theintegrity of professional and
amateur sports.

It'sbeenthetradition, for many years, for sportsteamstomake
full public disclosure when an athleteisinjured. That putsthe
information out inthe open and createsalevel playingfield for
information.

With the new law, though, that’s not happening anymore, at
leastin collegeand school competition. Many schoolsareafraid
they will runafoul of federal law and arenolonger releasingin-
formation oninjuries.

The University of Kansas, for instance, has never said why
quarterback Bill Whittemore missed three games this year.
Whittemore went down under an avalanche of purpleinthe K-
State game. All the school would say wasthat he couldn’t play.
Newsaccountsreferred to “apossible shoulder injury.”

That's dangerous. It creates a situation where insider infor-
mation might become so valuable that gamblers will corrupt
sportsteamsto get it. It'shappened before.

Whilewedon't liketo admit it, thereisalot of gambling on
sports, eventhoughit'sillegal in most states. Any timeanille-
gal operation generatesalot of cash, corruption can’t befar be-
hind.

It'd be easy to say that we shouldn’t concern ourselves with
the problems of gamblers, but that’s not quite the case. llegal
gambling is run by crooks who'’ d think nothing of spreading
bribesaround to gain an edge.

Some might scoff, but gamblers have shown over and over,
fromtheBlacksox scandal to Pete Roseandfriends, that the po-
tential for corruptionisnever far away.

Sportsinformation needsto berun likethe stock market: the
factsneed to beout inthe open, and everyone needsto have ac-
cesstothe same set.

Athletes, from high school through the pros, should agree
whenthey joinateamthat they giveupany right to privacy with
respect to injuries or illnesses that might affect performance.
There' snothing wrong with that.

Joining ateam isavoluntary act, and there is no God-given
— or constitutional — right to play football.

Playersought to beableto control their owninformation and
waive their privacy rights. But if necessary, Congress should
changethislaw beforeasportsscanda showsusjust how wrong
itis.

It dbefolly towait until after thefact to seewhat’ shappening
here. —Steve Haynes
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Time seems to be moving faster and faster

| don’t know about you, but timeismoving
faster and faster and faster.

| guesslifeistruly liketoilet paper. It disap-
pearsfaster toward theend of theroll.

Time. Haveyouever consideredit: Howit's
measured? How much of it we waste? How
much of it you haveleft?

| have wondered what life would be like if
wedidn’'t have our memories.

They areamostlikelittleincrementsof time
that havefrozen, sowecanre-livethem. Sol
guessit’simportant to enjoy every moment of
thepresent, so that our memorieswill not only
be pleasant, but will beaccurate.

Timeisone of those nebulousthingsin life.
Weknow itisareality, but we haveahardtime
describingit. Wecan'ttouchit, butittouchesus.

Wecan't seeit, butit certainly showsonus.
Yet even with itsbeing so elusive, wefeel its
effects.

| talk al ot about being busy, yet | know, truth-
fully, | have alot of sparetime. Just the other
day | waswishingtohaveback all thetimel’ ve
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wasted in the past. | hate to admit: it would
probably add yearstomy life.

Asmuch as| know | need to make the best
useof my time, | know alsothat | don't.

Therearetimeswhenl justsit.|’'mnotafraid
todothat; I mnotdriventobebusy al thetime.
Hopefully, those quiet timesarewhen | give
God thechancetotalk to me.

As| grow older, | tolerate peace and quiet
better thanwhen| wasyoung. It'sokay toNOT
turnonthetelevision; it’sperfectly acceptable
to haveno radio or stereo playing.

| sometimes wonder why | have two TV,
four radios, two stereos and apiano.

How much music or noise can apersontol-
erate simultaneously?

Here's something from my file about time;
itisarhymeonasundial:

“Whenasachild | slept and wept,

Timecrept.

When asayouth | laughed and talked,

Timewalked.

When | becameafull grown man,

Timeran.

Andolder asl daily grew,

Timeflew.

Soon| shall findintravelingon -

Timegone.” (From Norfolk Life, by Lilias
R.Haggard & Henry

Williamson)

Guess!l’mnot thefirst to noticethefluctua-
tion, inconsistency and unpredictability of
time.

Why do | let it dominate my life? Why dol|
own an appoi ntment calendar without whichl
can’'tfunction, aclockinevery roomandFIVE
wristwatches?l may beontimefor every meet-
ing, but being aslavetotimewon’tlength my
lifeor allow metoenjoy it more.

‘Day of infamy’ deserved screaming headline

Growing up in the newspaper business, |
cametoknow extraspecial eventsasred|etter
days.

Thetermwasusedwhentherewouldbevery
largeheadlineson thefront page, andwiththe
ability toruncolor, that usually meant thehead-
linewasinredink.

Thosedayswererare, reservedfor extremely
important eventssuch asthedecl aration of war,
the end of thewar or the death of apresident.
Sometimestheheadlinewouldbeinblackink,
but it would be ascreaming headline like the
oneweranonNov. 22, 1963, JFK DEAD.

Sunday brought to mind one of thoseevents
— 62 years ago — when the Japanese Impe-
rial Navy, following a brilliantly conceived
plan, but afaulty timetabl e, opened WorldWar
Il with the attack on Pearl Harbor.

There have been suggestions President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, members of his
cabinet and the Joint Chiefs of the armed ser-
vicesactually knew theattack wastotakeplace
and del ayed notifying the military command-
ersto enragetheAmerican publicintounified
action against Japan and Germany.

Liketheconspiracy theoriessurroundingthe
death of President John F. Kennedy, there are
enough pieces to make a case. However, it
seemsunlikely anyonewoulddeliberately put
thousands of troopsat risk in such amanner.

Therehad beenrepeated warningsabout at-
tacksnot only at Pearl Harbor, but other Ameri-
can basesin the Pacific, for weeks before the
events of Dec. 7, and the bases had been put
onaerttimeandtimeagain.

Had the attack on Pear| Harbor comeasAd-
miral 1soroku Yamamoto had planned — af -
ter amessage had been delivered to Secretary
of State Cordell Hull — it would still have
caused thesamekind of clamor for actionand
determination. The fact the message was de-
layed simply madeit worse.

WhenYamamotolearnedtheattack had pre-

ceded the delivery of the message, he knew
therewasno way Japanwould ever beableto
winthewar. Inhisorigina plan,theattackson
Pearl Harbor, Guam, Wake and other Ameri-
canbasesinthewestern Pacificweredesigned
to give the Japanese a magjor foothold. If the
attack had sunk theAmericanaircraft carriers
rather than just the battleships, it may have
lengthened thewar by years.

The Japanese admiral felt his plan would
give his country a measure of immediate ad-
vantage, but knew theindustrial might of the
United States could diminish that advantage
givenenoughtime. Inhisplans, hesaidthefirst
attackswould givethe Japanesetimeto build
up their reserves, and he felt the advantage
would givethem ayear to find away to reach
apeace agreement with the United States.

He knew when the attack came before the
official message from the Japanese govern-

where to write

ment, therewould not beany chanceof apeace-
ful resolution, and that the Americans would
fight until therewastotal surrender.

“| fear all wehavedoneistoawakenasl eep-
ing giant,” heisreported to have said when he
wastold about the mistake.

Throughthewonderful effortsof WMAU in
Washington, | enjoy listeningtooldtimeradio
programs — through the Internet — such as
Fibber McGee and Molly, Gunsmoke, Jack
Benny, The Lone Ranger and othersas part of
aweekly programcalled” TheBig Broadcast.”

Sunday, the four hours featured programs
about Christmas, but included the Jack Benny
Show that wasbroadcast on Dec. 7,1941, com-
plete with war bulletins. The broadcast in-
cluded the complete speech of President
Roosevelt that was made to ajoint session of
Congressonthenext day whenheuttered those
famous words, saying the attack would be
known as*aday of infamy.”

No, | wasnhot aliveduringWorldWar I1, but |
amaproduct of theaftermath asababy boomer,
andasahistory buff, itisinterestingtolook back
and wonder if Yamamoto was right that had it
not been a*“sneak attack,” wewould not have
had the stomach for along war against Japan.
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