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at noon

Today
o Sunset, 4:24 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:58 a.m.
o Sunset, 4:24 p.m.

Midday Conditions

+ Soil Temperature 32 degrees
* Humidity 92 percent
+ Sky cloudy with fog
* Winds south 7 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 29.93 inches

and steady
* Record High 66° (1921
* Record Low -19° (1961)

Last 24 Hours*
High 33°
Low 16°

Precipitation none

N.W. Kansas Forecast
Today: mostly cloudy with areas
offogtill 11 a.m., hgih near 28, low
near 13, winds calm becoming
southwest 6-8 m.p.h. Saturday:
partly cloudy, high near 40, low
around 19, winds west8-11 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Sunday: mostly sunny, high
near 50, low around 22. Monday:
snow possible, high around 36,
low near 18. Tuesday: partly
cloudy with slight chance of snow
showerstillnoon, high around 33,
low around 17.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
*Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.60 bushel
New crop — $3.33
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn—$2.37 bushel
Posted county price — $2.33
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $2.21 bushel
Soybeans — $7.17 bushel
Posted county price — $7.24
Loan deficiency pmt. —0¢
Millet — $5.50 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $11.25 cwt.
NuSun — $11.50 cwt.
Confection — $19/$6 cwt.
Pinto beans — Withdrawn
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Band, coir
present show

The Grant Junior High
Christmas program Mon-
day night featured the band
and choirtoalarge crowd of
parents, grandparents and
friends at the high school
auditorium. See story and
photos on Page 3.

First load of eqmpment arrives!

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

Thefirsttwotruckloadsof equip-
ment relocated by Aircraft Seal and
Gasket Corp. from California ar-
rived hereWednesday morningand
wereunloadedintothefirm’sGood-
land plant.

Thefirsttruck arrived at theplant
about 6:10 a.m. with about eight
major itemsof equipment, including
a 16-foot, 8,000-pound autoclave
used for vulcanizing rubber. The
secondtruck arrivedabout 8:30a.m.
carryingjust the71,000-poundcal -
ender.

The equipment on the first truck
wasunloaded by forklift by around
10:30 a.m. The second truck was
unloaded by 3:30 using acombina-
tion of several forkliftsand acrane
to lift the calender off the truck.
About an hour later workers were
ableto get it into the building and
sometime after 5 p.m. into its des-
ignated location.

The calender, with three solid
metal rollers, isusedto pressrubber
sheetssomeof whichareshippedto
smaller businesses, suchasfabrica-
torsand diecutters. The sheetspro-
videthose businesseswith the bulk
material neededto produce specifi-
cally designed components.

Reporter Kim Hynes of CBS af -
filiateKBSH-TV inHaysfilmedthe
unloadingandinterviewswithHerb
Menold, president of Aircraft Seal
and Gasket, and Roy Dixon, project
manager for therelocation.

Chuck Lutters, manager of the
Goodland plant, supervisedtheoff-
loading and placement of theequip-
ment into its new home. Lutters,
who resigned earlier this month as
school district maintenance super-
visor, washired asplant managerin
October.

“1 knew within five minutes of
talkingwith Chuck thefirsttimehe
wastheman for thejob,” said Me-
nold.

Chuck Lutters (above, left), plant manager, guided Dennis Malsom  Aircraft Sealand Gasketpre5|dentHerb Menold (below left) pomted
through the plant’s side door with a silicon extruder, one of the first  to where he wanted it placed. The 71,000 pound calender (above,
pieces of equipmentto arrive from California Wednesday morning.

Menold said heis excited about
theprogressbeing madeand pleased
withtherenovation of thebuilding.
Hesaid heappreciatesthehardwork
and support the city and the people
of Goodland put into project. Me-
nold thanked City Manager Ron
Pickman for his help in coordinat-
ing support for therenovation.

“Ronsteppedinat acritical cross-
roadsduringtheprojectandbecame
amagjor factor in its success,” he
said.

M enold said heexpectsthe Good-
land plant to produceitsfirst mate-
rialsin mid-January. He said they
havereceivedover 400 applications
from peoplelooking for work.

The next shipment of equipment
fromCaliforniawill arriveinaweek
to 10 days, Menold said. Hesaid a
ribbon-cutting ceremony is being
planned for February.

right) arrived about 8:30 that morning.
Photos by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News

Open forum explores development ideas

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News
A shuttleto Denver International
Airport and marketing the city in-
dustrial park on eBay were among
ideas discussed at an economic de-
vel opment openforumWednesday.
Over 20 people gathered in the
Gambino’sPizzameeting roomfor
lunch and an exchange of newsand
ideasabout economicdevel opment.
The forum was sponsored by the
Sherman County EconomicDevel-
opment Council.
HarlanHouse, afarmer and coun-
cil board member, said he thought

regular meetings would give more
people achanceto talk about ideas
for economic devel opment.

“At our (council) meetings, we
spend our time handling theroutine
busi nessand hearingreports,” House
said. “I thought having peoplecome
to lunch with no specific agenda
wouldgivepeopleaway tota k about
ideasin an open forum.

“Besides, it'sgoodtogettogether
for lunch onceinawhile.”

Peoplecould choosetotalk tothe
peopleat their tableor tomovefrom
table to table exchanging ideas.
Housesaidhefdtitwasagoodstart,

and he expects to hold another on
Wednesday, Jan. 14, at the same
timeand location.

Randy Schoenthaler of Peopl€e’s
State Bank, a council board mem-
ber, reported that two semi-trucks
had arrived and wereunloading the
first of theAircraft Seal and Gasket
equipment.

Mike Hunter, new Wal-Mart
manager, who moved here this
monthfromKansasCity, wasintro-
duced. Hetold Carolyn Applegate,
economicdevelopment director, he
isinterested in working with the
council to promote more business.

County Commissioner Kevin
Rasuresaidthenew county website
isup, butisinthedevelopment stage
with Sheriff DougWhitson helping
to devel op the pagesfor the county
departments. The web address is
sherman.kansasgov.com.

Dave Daniels, coucil chairman,
said hewaspleased withtheturnout
and thought good ideas surfaced.

He said one of the ideas was to
look at devel oping ashuttleservice
between Goodland and Denver In-
ternational Airport. Hesaiditwould
be away to get people to the air-
planes and could stop at several

places along 1-70 between Good-
land and Denver.

Another idea was that several
Kansas cities are putting public
buildings up for sale on eBay, and
that thisisbringing somemanufac-
turing contactstothosecities. It was
suggested the Goodland Industrial
Park might be a candidate for such
amarketing effort.

Thecontinuing needfor agrocery
wasanother topic, aswastheideaof
developingaSister City relationship.

The council’s regular monthly
meetingwill beat5:30p.m. onTues-
day at Western State Bank.

Snow brlngs moisture, closes schools

Officially Goodland got 4.4
inches of snow Monday night and
Tuesday with temperatures drop-
pingintothelow 20s.

The winds came out of the north
blowing 20to 30 milesper hour with
occaisonal gustsover 30. Thewind
chill factor madeit feel betweenfive
and 15 degreesabove zero.

Mike Lammers, forecaster and
meteorologist for the National
Westher Servicein Goodland, said
the4.4inchesof snow equatesto 1.8
inches of precipitation. Goodland
has received 5.7 inches of snow so
far this season.

Lammers said there is a slight
chance of rain or snow today but
shouldwarmuptothelow 40sfor the
weekend. Hesaidanother snow front,
similiar to the one this week, is ex-
pected Monday and Tuesday after
whichtherest of theweek should be
dry with seasonal temperatures.

The weather caused the school
district to cancel classes and extra
cirricular activites including the
Cowboys and Cowgirls basketball
games against Burlington. No
make-up date hasbeen set however
high school athletic director Steve
Raymer said they are looking at
sometimein January.

Thesecondgrademusicprogram
scheduled for Tuesday hasbeenre-
scheduled to 7 p.m. on Monday at
the high school auditorium.

The left rear of a truck’s cab (above left) and one of its fuel tanks
was damaged when the semitrailer jacknifed while traveling east
on I-70 about a mile east of Kanorado Tuesday morning. One of

City and county officeswereopen
including the public library which
opened at noon instead of 10 am.
The post office in keeping with its
motto delivered themail.

Asmight be expected therewere
several accidents requiring emer-
gency servicesincluding onein-
volving asemitrailer on |-70 about

two miles east of Kanorado that
needed the Sherman County Haz-
ardous Material Response Team.
Other accidentson|-70including
ajack knifed semi at exit 19 which
blockedwestboundlanesfor ashort
time, and a vehicle went into the
ditchat milemarker 14. Noonewas
injured in any of the accidents.

Ry,

the truck’s two-man driving crew (above right) talked with state troop-

ers while waiting for repair assistance.
Photos by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News

Only two people showed up for
the Goodland Area Chamber of
Commerceboard meetingat 7a.m.
Tuesday and only one of them was
amember. Board member Cindy
Bowman said membership packets
for 2004 should be delivered this
week includingtheofficial ballotfor
el ection of new board membersfor

next year. Most of the packetswill
be hand delivered.

Bowman said theboard’ snew by-
laws, effective Jan. 1, will lower the
number of its members from 15 to
nine with each serving athree-year
term. Members may serve two con-
secutivetermsthenmust sitout for at
least oneyear beforerunning again.



