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Enjoy the Tri-State Area’s best
basketball tournament

Dec. 11-13
at Goodland’s Max Jones Fieldhouse Complex. Published in the Goodland Star-News on Friday,

December 12, 2003

greg
stover
• greg’s gripes

Sooners in the Sugar Bowl does not mix
For the second time in three

years, a team that couldn’t win its
own conference title will play for
the national championship.

Does anyone else out there think
that is wrong?

On Jan. 4,  the University of Okla-
homa and Louisiana State Univer-
sity, more commonly referred to as
LSU, will play for the national title
at the Sugar Bowl in New Orleans.
This is despite the fact that neither
team is No. 1 in either the USA To-
day/ESPN or the Associated Press
polls. Both have the University of
Southern California as the nation’s
top team.

The Sooners, as probably every-
one around here knows, lost to Kan-
sas State 35-7 in the Big 12 Cham-
pionship. From what I understand,
that puts the Wildcats in a Bowl
Championship Series game as the
Big 12 champion,m and I have no
problem with Oklahoma getting
one of those games also, but not for
the national title.

Of course Kansas State, with
three losses, shouldn’t play for the

national title either, so let’s not go
there.

The Pacific-10 Conference
doesn’t have a championship game,
but it really doesn’t matter. South-
ern California finished on top with
an 11-1 overall record and was 7-1
in the conference, including a
strong 43-16 win over second place
Washington State (9-3, 6-2).

LSU won the Southeastern Con-
ference by defeating the Bulldogs
of the University of Georgia 34-13
in the championship game. Georgia
was ranked No. 5 by both polls at the
time. The Tigers also have only one
loss for the season, so no argument
from me that they deserve a shot at
the Sears National Championship
Trophy.

Three teams in the
top 10 of both major
polls have only one
loss, but only two of
them are conference
champions. Those two
are ranked No. 1 and
No. 2 in both polls.
Seems like a no-brainer

to me, but alas it’s not to be because
“that’s what the computer says.”
Which is one of the two answers
I’ve always hated; the other is
“that’s the way it’s always been
done.”

It seems surreal to me that the
teams playing for the national title
do not include the nation’s top team
as determined by either the coaches
or the sports writers. Instead, they
were chosen by a system created by
businessmen, advertisers, financial
consultants and their lawyers.

Enough already! Scrap the Bowl
Championship Series now; don’t
wait for some committee to con-
sider it for another five years. Get
rid of it now, with the next season.

I like the idea of a play-off system

that lets the teams decide the na-
tional champion on the field, but the
reality is there is too much money
involved to allow that. Right now,
there are 28 bowl games for NCAA
Division I-A teams, that’s 56 out of
117 teams that will see postseason
action.

Less than 20 NCAA Division I-
AA and Division II teams will play
in the postseason, and both divi-
sions have more teams than I-A. Is
that really equitable?

Thirty-two teams are involved in
the Division III playoffs but there
are over 200 of them. Anyway, this
year’s postseason schedule proves
there are serious problems that need
to be fixed, now!

Oh, yea. The other team that
didn’t win its conference but played
for the national title was the 2002
Cornhuskers of the University of
Nebraska, which got beaten up in
the Rose Bowl by the University of
Miami 37-14. If memory serves,
Nebraska didn’t even qualify for the
Big 12 championship game that
year.

Strength vs. strength

Freshman Brett Schields (bottom) defeated the Indian’s Loren
Cressler 12-4 in the Cowboy’s season opener at Hoxie. The team

will be in action again Saturday at a tournament hosted by
Burlington.                Photo by Dennis Saint/The Goodland Star-News


