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from our viewpoint...

We got him!
Who will try him?

Theworld wokeup Sunday to great newswith the capture
of Saddam Hussein by American troops. Celebrationsin
Baghdad and throughout the country areagood sign.

For President George Bush, itisarelief to havehisenemy
in custody. He can now consider what to do with him.

Sometimesitistoughtobesocivilized. Themind boggles
with possibilitiesof how totorture Saddam ashehasdoneto
thousands of hisown people over the last few decades. But
we must look at what the capture means for the future and
thebest way to bring thismaniactojustice. Histrial canbea
civilized demonstration of what will happento all such ter-
rorists.

Theverdictisalready in. Theonly question nowishow we
get it onrecordfor theworldto see.

Thisisnot thefirsttimewehavebeeninapositionto puta
leader ontrial for war crimes. Inthiscase, the best courseis
tostepasideandallow thenew Iragi courttrohandlethetrial
and set the puni shment. Weshoul d besureheremainsincus-
tody behind bars, with American guards.

Inthepast month, wehel pedthenew Iragi government es-
tablish a special tribunal for handling war crimes by their
former leaders, and now we havethetop manto givethem. |
amsurethereareafew of Saddam’sminor minionswhothe
court can use astraining beforethey take onthebig guy.

Thereal urgeistotake Saddam and bringhimtotheUnited
States, where he could be put in acell at Super Max in Flo-
rence, Colo., nextto Col. Manuel Noriega, thedurg-dealing
former dictator of Panama, and let himrot for therest of his
life.

One of the problemsin determining how Saddam istried
and punished isthat we do not want to make him amartyr to
histerrorist supporters, who are sure to continue their vio-
lence. Infact, lessthan aday after hiscapture, another bomb
exploded, killing asmany as 20 people.

Thisisamilestoneinthelragi war, butitisnot theend, and
weneedto be prepared for moreAmerican deathsbeforewe
find away to removeour forcesfromthefront lines. Taking
Saddam out of the picture will give the Iragi people areal
chance to take the next step forward in establishing a gov-
ernment.

We haveattained half of our goalsagainst theterroristsof
theMiddleEasternarea, but wearestill huntingfor theother
leader who has slipped through our nets. Osamaben L aden
remains. Our effortsto find him have been thwarted so far.
Toclaimvictory, wemust find himand bring himtotrial for
his crimesagainst humanity.

It would not seem unreasonabl eto believeheishiding out
in Saudi Arabia— hishomeland — and many there are not
inany hurry toturnhimin.

Maybewhenthetruthisknownabout thetipthat |edto Sad-
dam, and someone comesforwardto collect the$25 million
reward, it will becomeeasier to find our other primetarget.

Meantime, wewill keep our fingerscrossed that wedo not
losetoo many moreAmericanlivesbeforeweextricateour-
selvesfrom Irag. — TomBetz
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Asa loves parties, pate

Asalovesparties.

Helovesthe people, thefood, thedrink and
especially thecrumbs.

Wewereinvitedtoadinner party at thehome
of Dean and SueMillsin Columbia, Mo.

Deanisthedean of theSchool of Journalism
at theUniversity of Missouri. Wegot our invi-
tationtotheparty becausetheNational News-
paper A ssoci ation hasitshomeontheM U cam-
pusand Steveisadirector of the association.

TheMillseslivejust outsideof Columbiain
abeautiful country homeonthesideof thehill
withtheir two dogs.

We met the first dog — a big furry white
sheepdog of somesort—onthewalk uptothe
door.

He looked us over, decided we wouldn’t
harm his sheep, or anything else on the pre-
mises, and let us pass.

At the door, Sue took our coats and wel-
comedus. Thehousewasaglowwithlightsand
good smells and we could see pretzels and
fancy horsd’ oeuvresonthecoffeetablebehind
her. We could also see alarge black dog hel p-
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® Open season

ing himself tothe paté.

Assheturned around to show usthe house,
Sue also spotted the cul prit.

Thisisahostess’ worst nightmare, animals
onthetableor inthefood.

Shewascool, however. She shooed Asaoff
and cut off the section of patéthat hehad been
sampling. Then shemoved thefood out of the
way of hisbusy tongue and nose.

Deniedthepleasureof paté— hey, itlooked
likedogfoodtome, too—Asaput nosetofloor
and spent the rest of the evening alternately
putting hishead under someone’shand to get
ascratch and a pat, and his nose to the floor
checking for crumbs.

| was reminded of the cat-and-bread inci-
dent.

WewerelivinginKansas City and had been
marriedabout ayear withnochildren, justacat.
Fancy breads were hard to get back in the
' 70s, but Steve had picked up aloaf of crusty
Italian bread from amob bakery acrosstown.

Hehad taken the bread home and then gone
to pick meup at work.

On theway home, he was singing the praises
of hisloaf of bread. Wewoul d have spaghetti and
makeitintogarlicbread. It would bewonderful.

Whenwearrived home, wefoundthecat on
thefloor busily devouringthefancy bread. He
had gonethrough about athird of theloaf.

Stevewasstunned, furiousandalittlecrazy.
Hegrabbedthebread and chased thecat around
the house, whopping it whenever he could.

| sat onachair and laughed until it hurt.

It took alot of soothing of ruffled feathers
andatripacrosstownfor another loaf of bread
beforehecould seethehumor inthesituation.

Today, Steve, like Sue, would probably just
cut off the damaged end and go on with his
business. Sometimes, getting older and wiser
isbetter. But it'snot necessarily asmuch fun.

Question Is If underage sex Is child abuse?

If your 15-year-old daughter is having sex
with her boyfriend, isthat child abuse?

Would youwant it reported to the state?

The courtswill have to decide whether At-
torney General Phill Klinedid theright thing
when he declared under-age sex to be child
abuse which must be reported by health and
child-welfare professionals.

Afederal judgeheard argumentsin Wichita
the other day on the ruling, and promised to
makeadecision later intheyear.

What amess.

WhatKline'sofficesaid, basically, isthatit's
againstthelawinKansastohavesex withany-
one under theage of 16. And becauseit’sille-
gal, sex with an underage child is aform of
child abuse.

Kline says that means that, under another
Kansas law which requires professionals to
report suspected child abuse, anyone who
knowsof underage sexisrequiredtoreportit.
The decision applies to any sex involving a
child, even if both parties are underage and
both consent to the behavior.

It'shard to know whereto start.

It hardly seemslikethe state'sbusinessif a
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coupleof highschool freshmendecidetohave
sex. It might worry their parents. The parents
might well act.

But isit something you’ d want reported to
the Department of Social and Rehabilitation
Services?

Most parents, I’ d suspect, would rather not
sitdownwithacaseworker andtalk about their
child'slovelife.

Health careworkers seemed to be split, de-
pending on how they look at the issue. Some
testified that reporting would keep kidsfrom
seeking medical and professional advicethat
might save them from pregnancy, disease or
worse.

Otherssaidthey already report underagesex
aschild abuse.

Welfareworkerssaidthey rarely investigate
reports of sex between consenting underage
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children, and thereseemstobeal ot of it, more
than most parentswould liketo admit.

There seemsto be no “right” answer here.
Fromatechnical standpoint, Klineprobably is
right. If it’sillegal for achildtohave sex, then
inducingthat childtoviolatethelaw most|ogi-
cally isaform of child abuse.

Fromapractical standpoint, though, it'ssilly
to assumethat teen-agers are not going to ex-
periment with sex. Most parents have a harc
enough time dealing with these things within
afamily, let dlonewith awelfareworker.

Andif achild can’t go homefor help or ad-
vice, isitagoodideatotell health profession-
asthey haveto report that patient to the state
when he or she comeslooking for help?

Klineisaconservative Republican, but he
comesfromthebranchof hisparty that abhors
big-brother government only when they dis-
agreewithit. Amgjorintrusionintothefamily
suchasthisisOK, apparently, whenitinvolves
teen-agemorals.

We' dliketothink that our 15-year-oldsare
innocent, but experience shows usthat is not
awaysthecase.

But do wereally want the state sticking its
nosethat far into our kids' lives?

It's not a pretty mess Mr. Kline has stirred
up here, that'sfor sure.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and asignature. Unsigned
letters will not be published. Form letters
will be rejected, as will letters deemed to
be of no public interest or considered of-
fensive. We reserve the right to edit letters
for length and good taste. We encourage
|etters, with address and phone numbers, by
e-mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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