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Cowgirls reach 100 points

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News
TheGoodland Cowgirlsreached
the century mark for the second
timein their history Thursday, de-
feating the Burlington Lady Cou-
gars100-35inthefirst round of the
15th Annual Topside Tip-off, but
couldn’t keep their momentum.
They lost in the second round to
the McCook Lady Bison on Friday
and had to work hard to defeat the
Norton L ady BlueJayson Saturday
to finish third in the tournament.
Two Cowgirlswerenamedtothe
all-tournament team and the team
won the freethrow contest with 67
percent of their shots. Senior Jessica
Osborn was hamed to the all-tour-
nament team for the second year
and Freshman Whitney Archer
madethe squad for thefirst time.
In the first round Thursday, the
Cowgirlsscoredfirst and thenkept
on scoring as they outpaced the
Lady Cougars32-5inthefirst quar-
ter. It was 61-14 at halftime and
there were quiet murmurs around
about the Cowgirls making it to
100. Thescoring pacecontinuedin
thethird period, with the Cowgirls
scoring 20 points. to lead 81-24.
Inthefinal quarter, the Cowgirls
closed in on the century mark, but

the closer they got, the harder the
points came. Most of the starters
were on the bench as the quarter
began. Freshman Emily Murray
and Sophomore Melissa Swager
combined to score the final 11
points in the last four minutes.
Murray hit three baskets and Swa-
ger hadtwotobringthescoreto 99-
31 withlessthan aminuteleft.

The Lady Cougars sort of went
into a stall to keep the Cowgirls
from getting the final few points,
but they turned the ball over and
thenthey fouled Swager togiveher
the chance to hit the 100th point
with 24 secondsremaining.

When Swager began to bounce
the ball for her first shot, the audi-
enceat Max Joneswent till andthe
sound of thebouncing ball echoed.
Thefirst shot bounced off, and there
wasasigh from the crowd.

As she readied for her second
shot, the crowd seemed to decideit
had been too quiet. They made a
little noise, and the shot swished
through the net. There was a roar
fromthebleachersandthegirlscel-
ebrated.

Thefinal two pointsof thegame
went to Burlington on free throws
to makethe score 100-35.

Thefirst timethe Cowgirlsscor-

ed 100 pointswas in 1991 against
ThomasMorePrep-MarianHigh of
Hays, and thenext year, that Good-
land team finished second at the
state tournament.

School Board President Dick
Short recalled that day because his
daughter Amy wasonthecourt. He
saiditwasathrillinggametowatch.

There were four Cowgirlsin
double figures and 12 girls got to
play, with 10 scoring.

“It was good to get a change for
all the girlsto play,” said Coach
Terry Daise. “It was a good game
for us, and a nice way to start the
tournament.”

Freshman Dani Bedore was the
top scorer with 23 points; Swager
had 15; Jordan Frazier 14 and
Murray 11 for those in doublefig-
ures. Osborn had 9 as did Sopho-
more Justeen Koehler. Freshman
Kaylee Billinger had 8, freshman
Whitney Archer 6, senior Megan
Leonard 3, and senior Cortney
Schields 2. Junior Whitney Car-
michael did not scorebut wascred-
itedwiththreeassistsincludingone
to Swager inthefinal two minutes.
Lisha Tedford played but missed
her only shot.

Bison trample Cowgirls 68-58

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

TheGoodland Cowgirls, coming
off a100-35 stomping of the Burl-
ington Lady Cougarson Thursday,
had trouble scoring half as many
points the next night against the
McCook Lady Bison.

M cCook won 68-58 and went on
towintheannual TopsideTipoff the
next day.

Thegirls struggled early Friday
against M cCook, andweredown by
apoint, 32-31 at halftime. Senior
JessicaOshorn had four three-point
baskets and freshman Whitney Ar-
cher had two to combine for 18
pointsinthefirst half.

Thefirst quarter wasal14-14tie,
but the Cowgirlswent onashortrun
in the second quarter outscoring
McCook 11-5 to lead 25-19 with
5:40 left in the half. Following a
McCook time out. the Lady Bison
seemed to gain some momentum,
but a3-pointer by Archer heldthem
off 29-21 with less than five min-
utestothe half.

A shortrunby theL ady Bison cut

theleadto29-28with 1:21 |eftona
freethrow by Jillian Bryant. Junior
Whitney Carmichael made it 3
pointswith lessthan aminute | eft.
McCook’sLindsay Dametied it at
31 witha3-pointer with 35 second
left. Thefinal point of thehalf came
on afree throw by Dame with 16
secondleft givingtheLady Bisona
32-31 lead.

Atthestart of thesecond half, the
Lady Bison went on arun of their
owntoextendtheirlead39-3linthe
firsttwominutesof thequarter. The
Cowgirls were not playing sharp,
and the Lady Bison were out re-
bounding them both on the offen-
siveend and the defensive end.

The shooting problems contin-
ued for the Cowgirls, who found
themselves down 59-36 at the end
of the third quarter after being
outscored 27-5intheperiod. Archer
had her third 3-pointer of thegame
andfreshmanKayleeBillinger had
the only other basket.

TheCowgirlsbattled back inthe
final eight minutes, but it was too
late. They managed to cut the lead

to eight points twice in the final
minute, sparked by two more 3-
point basketsfrom Osborn. Shehad
achance to tie the team’s 3-point
record, but her last two attempts
rolled out.

TheLady Bisonhit thefinal free
throw with 10 seconds | eft to win
68-58 and move on to face the Ot-
tawal ady Cyclonesinthechampi-
onship Saturday. McCook won, 47-
46 inathrilling finish.

Osborn wasthe high scorer with
22 pointsand Archer wasthe other
teammember indoublefigureswith
12 for her four 3-point baskets.
Freshman Dani Bedore had 7,
sophomore Justeen Koehler 6,
freshman Emily Murray 4 and
Carmichael, Jordan Frazier and
Billinger each had 2. Senior Cort-
ney Schieldshad 1 point.

TheCowgirlswereout rebound-
ed 49-26 by the Lady Bison. Mc-
Cook had 22 offensive rebounds
and 27 defensive to six offensive
and 20 defensive by the Cowgirls.

Cowgirls beat Norton for third

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Saturday afternoon, the Good-
land Cowagirls faced the Norton
Lady Blue Jays in the third-place
game of the Topside Tipoff, and
won it 66-59.

The Cowgirls fell behind in the
first quarter, 15-10, but managedto
come back in the second quarter,
outscoring Norton 25-11, and then
hold ontotheleadinthesecond half
towin.

Asthey had Friday, theCowgirls
startedthegameflat and makingtoo
many mistakes while Norton was
showing agood inside game.

Halfway through the second
quarter, the Cowgirlsput onaspurt
with baskets by freshman Dani
Bedoreand 3-pointersby freshman
Whitney Archer and senior Jessica
Oshorntoretakethelead 24-22. The
Lady Jaystried to stay close, but
twomore3-pointersby Archer gave
Goodland a35-26 |lead at halftime.

Inthethird quarter, theL ady Jays
were ableto tie the score at 36-36
with 3:26 left, but after a Norton
time out, the Cowgirls seemed to
catch new life and scored the next
seven pointsto makeit 43-36 with
2:301eft. It was48-42 at the end of
the quarter.

Withabout fiveminutesleftinthe
final quarter, the Lady Jays had
pulled closeagainat 50-49, but that
was as close asthey could get. The
Cowgirls played well enough to
stay ahead, and with two minutes
left held an 11 point lead, 62-51.

Thefinal Goodland pointsof the
game were on a basket by Osborn
onalongpassfromArcher andthen
two free throws by sophomore
Justeen Koehler to make it 66-54.
Thefinal Lady Jay scoreswerea3-
pointer and a basket to makeit 66-
59.

Three Cowgirls were in double
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figures with Archer and Bedore
each having 18 and Koehler 12.
Osborn and freshman Emily Mur-
ray eachhad 7, and KayleeBillinger
and Cortney Schields each had 2.
In the first round against Burl-
ington the Cowgirls hit 63 percent
of their free throws, 19/30. In the
game against McCook, they hit 75
percent, 6/8; and in the third place
game against Norton they hit 70

percent 14/20 for atournament to-
tal of 39/58for 67 percenttowinthe
freethrowingtitle.

TheCowgirlswill travel toQuin-
ter on Friday for their final game
beforetheChristmasbreak, withtip
off at 5:30 p.m. Mountain Timefor
thevarsity.

TheCowgirlsJunior Varsity tour-
nament thisweek was cancel ed be-
causeof awinter stormonMonday.

Brewster All-Star Booster Club
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Wednesday - First semester exams.

Thursday - Junior high basketball at Grinnell 3 p.m.,
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Tuesday - Half day of school, end first semester, first
semester exams, no basketball practice.
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Cowgirl senior Cortney Schields took a shot over two Norton defenders during the third-place game

game of the Topside tipoff Saturday evening. Goodland won 66-59.
Photo by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News

Aquila

A Tradition
of Service

Holiday traditions bring us comfort, something we can rely

on for stability in our busy, changing world.

At Aquila, our tradition of service has been making your
holidays bright and warm for nearly a century. You can
count on our tradition of providing convenience and

comfort for your family throughout the year.

For inquiries about your energy service, just call us at 1-800-

303-0752. If it's an emergency, call 1-800-303-0357.

We join you in celebrating holiday traditions with our wish

for joy and peace in the coming year.
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