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from our viewpoint...

Saddam capture
opens last chapter

Onemoredown.

U.S. troops caught up with Saddam Hussein over the
weekend, opening thelast chapter inasorry history of mur-
der, deceit and brutality.

Dragged out into the light and given aquick physical at
U.S. headquarters, Saddam did not seem all that fierce. He
hadfew friends, nocommand, noforces. Hislast two body-
guardstried to runwhen U.S. troops approached.

Hewasspirited out of thecountry, takentoanundisclosed
location where American military expertswill interrogate
him.

Theone-timedictator appearedinfilmclipstobeconfused
and disoriented, but his defiant nature reportedly came to
the surfacelater, when Iraqgi leaderswere taken to seehim
in person.

The ex-despot said he had been “firm but fair” and dis-
missed thethousandsfound in massgravesas* nothing but
thieves.”

Though hiscampwasarmed andthedictator woreaside-
arm, not ashot wasfired asA mericantroopsswooped down
onthehutsof asheepfarm. They found themighty Saddam
inaholeunder oneof the huts. Hehad aquarter of amillion
Americandollars, but few friends.

There was dancing in the streets of Baghdad, and more
than afew smiles even in his nearby hometown of Tikrit,
but Saddam’s capturewill not end theviolenceinIraqg.

That will take, asPresident Bush pointed out, months, per-
hapsyears, asthe country developsanew government and
outsideforcesare hunted down and eliminated.

Americantroopsaregoingtobetherefor awhile, andyes,
American blood will be shed.

Regardlessof what Democratic partisanssay, theU.S. is
in thisfor the long haul. We are winning. Casualties have
beenlight by any standard, both duringthecampaigntotake
Irag and during the occupation.

Nolossof lifeisgood, but we have to accept when fight-
ingawar that therewill besomecasualties. Opponentswho
crow happily at every American setback are not doing this
country aservice.

Sen. Jay Rockefeller wasquick to pronounce Sunday that
the fighting will continue because the terrorists “are not
fighting for Saddam, but against the United States.”

Of course they are. Some of these people are sworn en-
emiesof thiscountry and everythingthat westandfor. They
hatetheWest, they hatedemocracy, they hatetheideaof free-
domfor their countrymen.

But theU.S. hasand will prevail.

Wewill winthewar onterrorism.

Eventualy, we'll find Osamabin Laden aswell. Others
will take hisplace.

Wewill defeat them aswell.

But for now, there'scauseto celebrate.

Wegot him. —Steve Haynes
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LOOKS LIKE
SADDAM HAS
FINALLY HAD A
POSITIVE EFFECT ON
IRAQ'S ECONOMY,
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Snow brings moisture, smiles to farmers

| don’tknow about you, but wherel live, the
ground iscovered with snow.

It'salittleearly for somuch snow, but farm-
ers arethrilled to have the moisture for next
year’swheat crop.

For aday or so, quite afew peoplewerein-
convenienced, someactivitieswerecancelled,
someparentsand grandparentsworried. Shop-
keepers bemoaned their holiday sales|osses,
but, truth betold, theworld really didn’t stop
turning.

Thiswasabeautiful snow—exceptional for
Kansas— astherewasnowind withit.

| wanted to pretend that | was snowed in,
absolutely unabletoget outtointeract withthe
world. | thought a good book and some pop-
cornwould makethewinter scenejust perfect
— fromthewarmth of my easy chair. Theelec-
tricity didn’t go off; the world seemed some-
how hushed. A goodtimeto communewiththe
Creator of ital.
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® commentary

But of course there are other people— the
ambitious, thesnow-lovers, who can’twaitto
get outsideand provetheir mastery of nature.
They get cabinfever atjust thesuggestionthey
can’'thopintheir vehiclesandleavehome. So
they areout shoveling, being thefirst tomake
atrack in the beautiful snow God provided.
Toomany arejust wantingtoescapethehouse,
not necessarily get out to enjoy the snow with
their children.

| remember enjoying snow when | was
small. My dad and uncleswould build asled
about six-feet long (evidently never saved,

becausewealwayshad to build anew oneev-
ery winter). Then adultsand kids alike woulc
pileonthesled, andwewoul d bepulled behing
thecar throughthestreetsof our littletown. My
dad always insisted on driving; he knew he
would not bereckless.

A good time was had by all, and there was
nofear of autoinsuranceclaimsor government
restrictions. Thosethingshappenwhen people
don’'t act responsively and/or want to blame
othersfor their inattention or immaturity.

OneyearinColorado Springs, | wasdiscour-
aged by the numerous snowfalls. | waswork-
ing out of the home, so had to get out and join
thecraziesontheslick roads.

| commented to achaplain friend of mine:
“Wouldn't it be great if God could arrange it
sothat snow only fell wherethey weren’t roads
and streets?’

He merely smiled and replied: “He did.”
Think about it.

A thank you for telling it ‘like It IS’

TotheEditor:

| wanttotell youhow much| appreciateget-
ting and reading The Sar-News!

I’'m aformer Sherman Countian, having
livedtherefor thefirst part of my marriedlife.
Now, it'slike getting aletter from home with
each issuel

| especialy like your “open session” and
“aong the sappa’ You do such agood job of
tellingitlikeitig!

| love hearing about your experienceswith
your family and of your lifewith your pets.

| especidly likecats. Havehad many of them
ashouseguests (Il have never ownedacat!) in
the past and canrelateto your stories.

Keep up thegood work.

Nancy Laughlin

from our
readers

® to the editor

Sun City West, Ariz.

TotheEditor:

The AdoptaPlatoon Soldier Support Effort
isanonprofit 501 C-3 organization managed
nationwide by volunteer moms and dads to
ensure that U.S. service members deployed
aroundtheworldinall branchesof themilitary
arenot forgotten, andto promotepatriotismin

our schoolsand communities.

Tokeepour military personnel abit safer, we
created projectsthat meet the need of military
reguests, established special projectsfor holi-
daysandassignsindividual morae-liftingmail
support to soldiersaround theworl d.

Right now, we desperately need Americans
whowill stepforwardtosupportal.S. service
member deployed overseas. If you are ready
to count yourself asonewho defendsthefree-
doms of our country, visit our website at
www.adoptaplatoon.org or contact me di-
rectly for moreinformation.

Platoon Mom Terri Corl

564 W. 2nd

Hoisington Kan. 67544

(620) 653- 7735

Holidaysagood time to stop and be thankful

AstheHoliday Season descendsuponusand
webeginour annual battlewithlonglines, cold
temperaturesandsick children| wantedtotake
amoment and reflect over the past year, say
thank you, andremind everyoneabout themany
great thingswe can bethankful forinour lives.

Growing up on the farm, | always enjoyed
the holiday season because of the time spent
withfamily andfriends. It wasal sowonderful
to see how our neighbors came together as a
community to support and celebrate those
around usin need.

| havefound as| travel throughout thisstate
that this sentiment isnot just alivein Holton,
but it is a Kansas value and one that sets our
stateapart fromtherest.

| wouldalsoliketoexpressmy appreciation
for allowing me to serve as your State Trea-
surer. Serving as State Treasurer isagreat re-
sponsibility and onethat | takevery serioudly.

However, | alsowantedtotakeamoment and
sendaspecia thankstothoseK ansansandtheir
families who are serving or have loved ones
servinginour armed forces.

Thesebravemenandwomenrisk their lives

lynn
jenkins

® state treasurer

everyday soyouand| havethefreedomtolive
and raiseafamily. Unfortunately, many Kan-
sas families will be celebrating this season
without their loved onesduetomilitary action
around the world. Regardless of your role—
on the battlefield or at home — | appreciate
your hard work and please know your Kansas

where to write

family standsunited behind you.

If | can ever be of assistance or you would
like more information about the many pro-
grams we offer, please do not hesitate to gc
online at www.K ansasStateTr easur er.com
or email me at mailto:lynn@treasurer-
Stateks.us.

Itisanhonor toserveasyour State Treasurey.
| thank you for the opportunity and for al of
your helpand support asl travel throughout the
state. On behalf of my husband Scott, and our
two children, | would like to wish you avery
safe and enjoyable holiday season and | hope
the New Year bringsyoujoy and happiness.

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Of -
fice Building, Washington D.C. 20510. (202)
224-4774; web address — roberts.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510. (202)
224-6521; web e-mail — brownback.senate-
.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longwortt
House Office Building, Washington, D.C
20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail — jerry.moran:
@mail.house.gov

StateRep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Build-
ing Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612. (785) 296-
7676; e-mail — morrison@house.state.ks.us
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PONT GET ME WRONG...
IT'S NOT THAT 1 DON'T
LIKE CHRISTMAS

M DAVeS 12-19

I LOVE
CHRISTMAS. ..

www.garfield.com
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BUT WHAT'S WITH THIS
"ONCE A PEAR"
THING?!



