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from our viewpoint...

"Tls the season
for more good news

The holiday season is upon us, and the feelings of joy and
happinesscan beseeninthepeopleasthey goabout their shop-
ping.

Weather was beautiful Saturday for the sixth annual Christ-
mason Usdrawing, andtherewasawonderful crowd of people
clutching their tickets and hoping the youngsters would pull
out their number.

Wecongratul atethewinners, and thank all those peoplewho
hel ped make this awonderful experience. Our thanks to the
Madd Hatter for hissound system and to K eepsake K reations
for providing the Christmas music before the drawing.

TheGoodland merchantshavereasontothank thepeoplewho
participated for shoppingintheir stores, and thelarge number
of ticketsreceived showsthat al ot of peopledo shopinour city.

With eachticket being given out for $10 of purchase, and an
estimated 35,000 tickets turned in, that would mean at |east
$350,000 has been spent in the participating merchantsin the
past 30 days. The Christmas on Us promotionisaway to re-
ward those who shop in the participating stores, and it helps
bring people to our community aswell as encourage them to
stay here and shop for their Christmas gifts.

We know that not all of the Christmas shopping isdonein
our stores, but we have found that if you are willing to look
around a bit, there are very few things you cannot find in a
Goodland store.

Sometimesitisright in front of our nose and we just don’t
seeit. Many times, we hear peopl e say they went to Denver or
Salinalooking for aspecificitem only to come back to Good-
land andfindit here.

Goodnewswasreported last week at the Goodl and Economic
Devel opment Council meetingtal kingabout thenumber of new
businesses that have opened in the past year. Carolyn Apple-
gate, development director, reported atotal of 38 businesses
have opened, expanded, moved to anew location or have new
owners. Inthat list are22 new busi nesses, eight with new loca-
tions, seven new owners, threeexpansionsand onerenovation.

Eight busi nessescl osed, but two havenow reopenedwithnew
owners. Four of those that closed did so because the owners
retired or closed for health reasons.

Thisdoesnot mean al the buildingson Main arefull, but it
showsimprovement. Webelievetheeconomy isat | east stabl e,
and the business openings and changes that continue to hap-
pen are an indication the new year will bring anew vitality to
the county.

Weagreethecity’seffortstohelpbringAircraft Seal and Gas-
ket Corp. to our county isabig step forward, and know thisis
another positiveindicator. We understand the second batch of
eguipmentistobedeliveredinthenextweek, andthat theplant
isexpected to bein production by mid-January.

Another good economic indicator isin looking at the area
salestax figuresfor September, which show al12.5 percentin-
creasefor Sherman County over last year. Thisiscomparedto
an increase of 4 percent for Thomas County for the same pe-
riod.

Thereismore good news coming, and with the spirit of the
holiday, wewish everyoneaMerry Christmas. — TomBetz
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They’recuteasthedickens.

They’ refuzzy, warm, cuddly and lovey.

And, they’redriving Molly Monster crazy.

Ever sincewebrought thekittenshomelast
week, Molly, whothinksof herself asour chief
cat, hashad her tail out of joint.

Shereally doesn’tlikecatstobeginwith, and
she especialy dislikeskittens, which haveno
fear of her or appreciationfor her senseof dig-
nity.

Molly still hasn't forgiven usfor bringing
home April Alice more than ayear ago. She
considers the well-mannered April as an in-
vader. April’sfivekittenslast year droveMolly
nuts. Shehated eachandevery oneof them, and
couldn’t wait for themtoleave.

About the only animal that Molly tolerates
isAnnie, thedog. Molly likesAnnie and will
get into her pen whenever she can. In fact, |
think, Molly thinksshe’' sadog and that’swhy
shedoesn’t like other cats.

Asfor the newcomers, they are just beauti-
ful and| really wish | could keep both of them.
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They areamatched set—twinsisters. Ittook
mealmost aweek totell them apart.

I’m sure their various white, black and
brown splotches are not totally the same, but
they don't stay still long enough to tell. | tell
themapart by their noses, andthat’show | call
them.

| won't name them, since I’ m not keeping
them, but | have to differentiate. So they are
Brown Noseand White Nose.

Steveclaimsthereissignificant differences
inthe colorson their tails, also, but | haven't
bothered to check. All | have to do is check
nosesand, sincel count cat nosesevery morn-
ing and evening anyway to make sure every-

oneishere, that'seasy.

Ittook most of aweek for April Alicetowarm
uptothenewcomers. Thefirst coupleof nights,
she slunk under the ottoman in the reading
room to get away from the little nuisances.
However, sinceoneof thekittensplayed patty
cake with her for ailmost an hour the second
night, she decided they aren’t so bad. | think
shewould bond with oneif the other | eft.

I’ m supposed to find them ahometogether,
sincethey’ venever been apart. | think | coulc
giveaway half of thepair, butwhoknows. The
one left here would befinewith April to play
with, but theonethat wasgivenaway could be
lost.

| gotta find a home for two beautiful, soft,
cuddly almost cats.

They’'d be agreat Christmas present, but |
wouldn’t try to put bows on them — putting
ribbons, strings and yarn around cats is just
asking for trouble.

If someonewantsthem, I’ ll throwinamostly
full box of kitty litter. (Note: Kittensaregone.)

A thank you for special holiday dinner

TotheEditor:

We just returned home from the nicest |

Christmas dinner and concert again this year
that any community anywhere could ever ex-
pect to betreated to.

We are quite certain our sentiments reflect
thefedlingsof al thesenior citizensinour com-
munity who attended theHoliday Dinner held
inthe high school gym on Wednesday.

Itisour desireto personally thank al those
who had any part in making thisfestive occa-
sion so special.

May welist for you all thosewho took part,
and if by chance weleave anyone out, please
forgive us. So much work went into this we
could |eave someone out we don’t even know
about.

First of all, the Goodland School Board and
Superintendent Marvin Selby, the Family Career
and Community Leaders of Americaand their
sponsors, theNational Honor Society and spon-
sors, GirlsAthletic Association and Sponsors.

Thanksto the cooks, whose meal was deli-
cious, and al of their helpers. To those who
provided transportation for some who other-
wise would have been unable to attend. To
those who delivered mealsto those unable to
get out. To those who parked our cars, those
who took us by the arm from the time we | eft
our cars until we were seated at the table, the
young people serving and cleaning up the
tables, youall didagreat job.

How lucky weareto haveTremonKizer and
Randy Berls. Kizer, your jazzbandisgreat, and
then Berls, you bring out the best in musical
talent from all those young voices. They love
you and it shows.

Let’snot forget to thank all the elementary
students and their teachersfor the place mats
and bookmarks, the Production | studentsfor
thewooden ornamentsand thelittleloaves of
bread made by studentsin FCCLA, aswell as
thecenterpiecesmadeby theGrant Junior High
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students. There were door prizes, probably
donated by our businesscommunity.

Such ahuge undertaking can only be coor-
dinated and carried out with such success by
our Principal Harvey Swager, Activity Direc-
tor Steve Raymer and a host of teachers and
community leaders.

Itwasperfect clear totheend, withour young
peoplelined up at thedoor towish everyonea
Merry Christmasand returning once again to
our carsleft in the capable hands of the valet
parking students.

Every year, welook back inaweat what we
havejust seen. Wemust haveal ot of great par-
ents out there to have raised so many “super
kids.”

Wewant tosay Merry Christmastoeachone
who had a part in such aspecia day. You are
all so specia to us. May the Lord bless each
homethisholiday season.

Daleand IvaL ee Stephens

Goodland

TotheEditor:

KeithandMelissaHorney andfamily would
like to express our sincere gratitude for the
more than generous gift of groceriesgivento
our family.

What ablessingitistoreceiveagiftlikethis
inatimeof need.

May we all rejoice in the grace God has
shown our community aswell as our Call to
help others.

Thank you so much and God Blessyou for
your outpouring of love.

We accept it and thank youfor it.

TheKeithHorney family

Edson

TotheEditor:

Work at SoldiersMemorial Park, or Smoky
Gardens, isoff toagood start.

Sediment is being removed by tractor and
scraper actually drivinginto the bottom of the
channel, whichispossiblebecause of the con-
tinued dry weather.

Thisisthemost opportunetimeinthelast 50
yearsto dothistypeof excavation. Rain, snow
or arising water table could bring it to astop.

Our goal istoget asmuchwork doneaspos-
siblesoweareinthepositionto shut thevalve
and start refilling at thefirst sign of moisture.
Hopefully any day. Mother Nature will start
supplying uswith somewater.

Depending onthewater level, weareonthe
list for spring stocking of fishandtoresumethe
trout-fishing program next year.

Theproblemfacingthepark boardiswehave
exhausted our budget and donations. We are
askingthepublicand organi zationsto consider
making adonationto thisproject.

We hope moi stureisforthcoming soon, and
we can take advantage of this opportunity.
Hopefully generationstocomewon’t seeit this
dry again. SoldiersMemorial Park isowned by
the county and it the only place of it'skind in
theareathat’sopentothepublic.

Theboardiscomposed of volunteersand any
donations of money and/or time would be
greatly appreciated.

Donations can be made to Soldiers Memo-
rial Park andleft with any board member or the
Sherman County treasurer.

The board members are Randy Bellamy,
Kenny Sanderson, Cameron Paxton, Gary
Barricklow, Jason Artzer, Bob Rohr, Mark
Bantam and Bob M cClure (caretaker).

Randy Bellamy

Goodland
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