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Lexi David and Brandon Sissel wrapped a gift at the Goodland Churches Thrift Shop with help and suggestions from Jo
Simmons, manager of the store. The youngsters helped Simmons wrap gifts to give to their fellow volunteers at a Christ-

mas party Monday, Dec. 22, to thank the volunteers for their help.

Photos by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

Community helpschilarenafforaChristmasgrfts

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

TheGoodland ChurchesThrift Shopsold
over 600 ChristmasgiftsSaturday, Dec. 13,
intheKidsChristmas Shoppeand hascon-
tinued to sell gifts. The shop had drawings
for Christmas decorations each week in
December.

Volunteershel pedto get thingsready for
the special shoppe and helped on that day.
Individuals and organizations donated
itemsand money to help Thrift Shop Man-
ager Jo Simmons to pull of the special
shoppe and to help children who could not
afford their gifts.

“Itwasateam effort,” Simmonssaid. “|
couldn’t be any more proud of those who
volunteered timeand talents.”

Besideshel ping children afford to shop,
thethrift storegot other returns. Fiveof the
volunteersfromthat Saturday have stayed
onaspermanent hel pers, and the storehad
two big daysof sales.

Theday of the Christmasshoppewasthe
store’s higgest sales day, Simmons said,
and the following Tuesday, when the re-
maining Christmas giftswere availableto
thepublic, wasalmost asbig. Andthestore
continuedto sell giftitemsuntil Christmas
Eve.

Thestorehashad drawingseachweek for
Christmas decorations. Marlene Fisher
won a Christmas tree picture; Karen
Rodriguez won a four-foot fiber optic
Christmastree; Janet SwartzwonaChrist-
mas centerpiece; and Melanie King from
Missouri, who shopped at the store while
visitingacousinin Goodland, wonamusi-
cal wreath.

Autumn Johnsonwon astuffedreindeer,
and Allison Ricewon ateddy bear withits
own puppy inthe special drawing for kids
during the Christmas shoppe.

Besides the individuals and organiza-
tionsthat donated money anditemsfor the
shoppe, Simmonssaid, about 30volunteers
showed up Thursday and Friday toorganize
and mark merchandise. And many volun-

LaVaughn Becker, treasurer of the thrift
shop, restocked the shelves atthe thrift
store after Christmas shoppers cleared
out some of the merchandise.

teered Saturday to help wrap gifts, help
children shop and restock shelves.

“1 just can’t get over how thecommunity
has responded,” Simmons said. “It really
makesyoufeel goodtothink about that, the
community coming together to help oth-
ers.”

Residentsat the Good Samaritan Center
and clients of Golden West Skills Center
cleaned and dressed dollsand cut gift tags
from Christmascards. Residentsof Wheat
RidgeA crescleaned and dressed dolIsand
cleaned toys; volunteers from the senior
center cleaned toys; and studentsin Ardy
Showalter’sfamily and consumer sciences
classmade gift baskets.

Comfort Inn, Super 8 and Buffalo Inn
donated coffeefor gift baskets, and Golden
West donated soap boxesfor personal care
baskets. Peopleinthe community donated
new cosmetics. Churches, Kiwanis and
Rotary donated money for itemsfor thegift
baskets, batteries, wrapping paper, candles
and miscellaneous.

First National Bank provided shredded
paper for the baskets; Goodland Regional
Medical Center provided boxesand pack-
ing supplies; andFitzgibbon'sInc. gavethe
shoppetheuseof itsstorefor gift wrapping
space.

Amy Wrightandfamily donatedthedog
andthereindeer givenaway inthedrawing.

Two anonymous donors gave money in

casesomechildrencouldn’taffordall their
gifts. At least 24 children were hel ped.

Lexi David, Melissa Schritter, Maria
Rodgriguez, Angie Medrano and Britney
Medrano helped on Saturday and then
agreed to volunteer for one night a week
permanently.

Other volunteers were Mary Schippert,
Deanna Currie, Beverly Hurd, Barbara
Springsteen, Wanda Schritter, Holton
Witman, Brandon Sissel, Bill Hartzler, Tay-
lor Tomsic, Joan Finders, Lynn Swayne,
Annette Fairbanks, Jean Windell, Mary
Ellen Coumerihl, Lacy Potterf, Rachel
Potterf, Amy Wright, Lisa Lockhart,
DeniseFloyd, Sister BarbaraBerthiaume,
Lorna Thorpe, Christi Walls, Kathy
Lammers, Teresa David, Kathy Briney,
Carol Gattshall, Dorothy Akers, Ruth
Ontiveroz, Deb Boyle, LaVaughn Becker,
Judy McKee, Linda Chaffin, Anita
Coleman, Randy Coleman, Gail Walters,
Betty Rethmann, Sherryl Ketter, Kathryn
Wedermeyer, Vange Balik, Brenda M oss,
Violet Peters, Katie Lammers, Amber
Walls, Olivia Lovington, Lou Ann
Medrano, MelissaLazo and TikaHall.

Members of the thrift store board are
President DebBoyle, VicePresident Roger
Collins, Secretary David Branda, Treasurer
LaVaughn Becker, Judy McKee, the Rev.
Bob Snyder, Anita Coleman and Linda
Chaffin.
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