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from our viewpoint...

First Amendment
celebrates 212 years

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting thefreeexercisethereof; or abridgingthe
freedom of speech, or of thepress, or theright of the peopl e peace-
ably to assemble, and to petition the Government for redress of
grievances.”

Thefirst amendment to the Constitution, along with therest of
theBill of Rights, wasratified Dec. 15,1791 — 212 yearsago—
and peoplehave beentryingtofigureit out ever since.

Northwest Kansasand Norton are no exception.

The folks here have been trying to balance our Midwestern
Bible-belt traditionsagai nst theexpectationsand needsof others.

Probably 95 percent of thepopul ation of Northwest Kansasare
Chrigtiansof onevariety or another. Thereareundoubtedly asprin-
kling of agnostics, afew atheists, some Jewsand probably afew
peoplewho follow Mohammed, Budda, Confuciusor one of the
other Easternreligions.

How much doesthe majority haveto give up to not offend the
minority?

If welived in Saudi Arabia, wherethe statereligion islslam,
wewould keep alow profile.

In the United Kingdom, where our government if not most of
our people, takesits heritage, the Church of England asthe offi-
cial religion. Folkswith other religionsaretol erated, but not en-
couraged.

WhentheFounding Fathersweredraftingthe Constitutionand
theBill of Rights, theseimportant, controversial and demanding
documents, they fought alot. They argued and bickered. They
complainedandrewrote. They had ahardtime. Everyonewanted
it hisway, sothey tried to put together aset of rulesthat gavethe
maximum freedom to everyone, even though they were highly
suspicious of the Catholics and Jews and didn’t even recognize
that therewere such things as non-Judeo-Christian religions.

Back in northwest Kansas 212 years|ater, we arefighting the
same battlesthat raged in Philadelphia.

Isit right to havethechildrenin apublic school sing religious
carols? Does the beauty and history of the music outweigh any
religiousscruple?

Should we quit calling the school holiday Christmasvacation
and start calling it winter break?

What about nativity scenesin public parksand oncity and court-
houselawns?Arethey examplesof theestablishment of religion
or just symbolsof the holiday season?

There'sprobably noright answer toany of thesequestions. We,
like our forefathers, will be cussing and discussing the problem
for thenext 212 years.

At least we hope so, because that’s what it's all about — this
freedom of religion. The Buddhists, Islamics and atheists have
theright to complain, toraiseafussand to upset the comfortable
Christianmajority. Andthemajority hastheright topoint out that
tradition and expectationsare ontheir side.

And thanks to all those folks out there who are complaining
about what happensintheschool sor theway that city, county and
state governments handle everyday religiousissues. They keep
the dialoguegoing.

And as long as we keep talking and arguing, we'll be afree
people, not having to bow to Meccaor reportto Romeor read the
Bible or meditate or even pray. Freedomisnever quiet. — Cyn-
thiaHaynes
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There doesn’t seem to be time to relax

Life seems too fast these days. There's no
timetorelax, too many placesto go, too many
thingsto do.

And then the pace doubles for the holi-
days....

There'sno timeto stroll the streets and en-
joy just living here. We managed that in Octo-
ber and thefirst half of November, though ...
six glorious weeks of staying home, walking
inthecountry, lounging aroundthehouse, get-
ting somework done.

Andthenthetravel started. Thanksgivingin
Lawrence and Concordia. Business meetings
inColumbia, Mo.,and KansasCity, withaside
trip to Salina to send Cynthia home, and an
overnightin Emporiawithmy brother andsis-
ter.

When | got home, | was beat, but there was
still ameetingin Topekaand dinner in Kansas
City the next day.

By thetimel got back, my elbowsweresore
from the arm rests of my truck, and my exer-
ciseprogramwasindenial.

Thelongridehomehad me dreaming of the
days when fast streamliners crossed the state
day and night and a Pullman berth could be
your tickettocivilizedtravel tothecity —and
beyond.

You can still travel by train, of course.
Amtrak streamliners call at McCook and
Holdregein Nebraska, withberthsfor Lincoln,
Omaha and Chicago east, and to Denver and
thewest. The Chief still stops at Garden City
and Dodge, butit'salittlefar todrive.

Thosetrainsarenot much helpinnorthwest
Kansas, unlessyou happen to be going where
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® along the sappa

they go, but once, you couldtravel thestatein
styleonthe Union Pacific.

KansasCity?LeavingOakley at 10:42p.m.,
the white-jacketed porter would show you to
an old-fashioned open section berth. You'd
wakeupintimefor breakfast onthedomeliner
City of St. Louis, unlessyou had to get off at
Lawrenceat 6:04am. KansasCity arrival was
7a.m. sharp, withthecarscontinuingonto St.
L ouison the Wabash well into the 1960s.

Thetraindidn’t goto Columbia, by theway,
but the stop in Centralia, at 10:08 am., was
only 21 miles away, with connecting trains
bothways.

Wherever you got off, you' d be refreshed,
but you’ dneedashower. You couldcheckinto
ahotel onarrival.

Gettingback, thedomeliner left KansasCity
Union Stationat 9:40 p.m., but arrival in Oak-
ley was 3:40 am., alittle too middle-of-the
night for me.

Better to spend the night in the city — you
already havetheroom— andtakeacoach seat
on the 8:30 Portland Rose for the West. That
allowed time for breakfast and lunch in the
diner andalong, relaxingrideacrossthestate.
Haveabeer, takeanap, relax alittlebeforehit-
ting Oakley at 2:20 p.m.

ThePortland streamliner actually madethe

Thank you for making a

TotheEditor:

| got theflu Sunday night, Dec. 7,and Mon-
day therewasan articlein the Salina Journal
that flu had to run its course, but that night at
thebeginning of theblizzard | felt worse.

| called the emergency room at the hospital
and said | wascoming up. When | got there at
9 p.m., | couldn’t find the emergency room
door or buzzer becauseof visihility, soafter 30
minusl found my way back homeat 507 Cald-
well and called again.

Tom Hellerud, who was on duty as
physician’sassi stant, called meand cametomy
homeandgavemesomemedical help, andtold
meto call againif | needed help.

| wenttosleepinachair beforel couldgetin
bed, and when | woke up at midnight. | was
worse, so | called in again. At 1:45 am. on
Tuesday, Hellerud took me to the hospital to
get help and stay.

| received excellent medical help from Dr.
Travis Daise and staff. | was released Thurs-
day morning and went to the high school bas-
ketball tournament for three days.

| amvery thankful forthehelp| receivedand
gladto bewell again.

Lawrence Tedford

Goodland

TotheEditor.
Don’'t wait until someone you know needs

from our
readers

® to the editor

blood to begin giving.

Consider this— asingle trauma patent can
use50 pintsof blood very quickly, andit takes
48 hours to test and process blood. In emer-
gency situations, it’ stheblood that hasalready
been donated that comesto therescue.

Of all thegiftsyou giveeachyear, what bet-
ter gift canyou givethanthegift of life?

Numerousevents— adverseweather, natu-
ral disastersand evenholidays— canleadtoa
significant dropinlocal blood donations. Itis
onlytogether, theAmericanRed Crossandciti-
zensin Goodland, who can makesurebloodis
ready to help when someone needsit.

Only 5 percent of the eligible population
donates blood. Hospital patentsrely on these
regular donors and need the other 95 percent
to help them out.

Your single blood donation can help three
people— an accident or bum victim, acancer
or leukemia patient, a premature baby and
many others who depend on blood products.
Infact every day, about 500 peopleneed blood
in Kansas and northern Oklahoma.

trip 10 minutesfaster that the City. Andinstead
of soreelbows, you’ d haveread abook onthe
way home.

For the hardy, or the late, mail train No. 69
left Union Station at 11 p.m. and continued
west of Salina as a mixed train, making all
stops. It struggledinto Oakley at 9:50a.m., 10
hours, 50 minutesfromK ansasCity. TheRose
madeitin 5:50.

Theexceptionally hardy might book passage
on the Missouri Pacific train from Downs,
whichleftat 12:45p.m. and arrivedin Kansas
City at 11:55p.m. that night. Therewasnofood
or sleeper, but the coach was comfortableand
themail got through.

The Rock Island ran its Rocky Mountain
Rocket right through here — Norton, aflag
stop at Colby, and Goodland — but the west-
bound times were for the bats, and the train
went to Omahaon theway to Chicago.

Westbound, theconnectionto Denver wasa
littlebetter thantheBurlingtonout of McCook,
though. If you had aride, you could go west
on the Rocket and come back on the Zephyr.
The Rock once had a connection to Kansas
City, through Belleville and McFarland, but
that was long gone by the 1950s and tenuous
at best whenitdid run.

Those days are gone, and more’s the pity.
Today we have I-70 to contend with, with its
trucks and snow and slush and white-knuck-
led gloom.

But therewasatimewhenyoucouldsitina
plushchairandwatchthestatego by whileyou
relaxed your way across K ansas.

house call

Goodland’s Red Cross blood drive will be
noonto 6 p.m. onWednesday, Jan. 7, at North-
west Kansas Technical College. All éligible
blood donorsareneeded, especially thosewith
types O-negative and O-positive. Call 1-800-
GIVE-LIFEorvisitwww.redcross.orgtomake
an appointment.

Giving blood takes about an hour, with ac-
tual donationlastingabout sevenminutes. Your
singledonation canhelpasmany asthreehos-
pital patients.

Donorsneedtobeat least 17, weigh at | east
110poundsandbeingeneral good health. Most
medi cationsdo not prevent youfromdonating
blood, but you should drink plenty of water
prior to donation. Please bring photo identifi-
cation.

Please give the gift of alifetime — donate
blood.

LuellaRichardson

publicity chairman

Kanorado

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News welcomes letters
from readers. L etters should be typewritten, and
must include a telephone number and a signa-
ture. Unsigned letters will not be published.
Form letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or considered
offensive. We reserve the right to edit letters.
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