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Is the old garden seed still good?

Well, 2007 is here, and the snow
has brought us some much-needed
moisture. After several years of
warm, dry winters, maybe we are
getting back to more normal mois-
ture.

With the New Year comes new
things, including seed catalogs.
These seem to come earlier every
year. Youmay already have several.
[t’s enjoyable reviewing them,
scanning information on plants and
seeing what is new this year.

The seed cost of featured new
plants can really add up. Recently,
[ was asked about using leftover
seed, purchased in the past and not
used.

It is true, garden seed can be ex-
pensive, and you may want to con-
sider using seed from previous
years. Seed stores best if kept in a
cold, dark, dry location. We nor-
mally consider seed viable forabout
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three years under these conditions,
though there are exceptions.

Forexample, members of the car-
rot family (carrots, parsnips and
parsley) are short-lived and are usu-
ally good for only one to two years.
If you are unsure of viability and
have plenty of seed, there is an easy
method of determining how good
your seed is.

Place 10 seeds on a moistened
paper towel (use warm water) and
cover with a second moistened
towel. Roll up the towels and place
inside a plastic bag with enough
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holes for air
exchange
but not so
many that
the towels
dry quickly.

Place the
bag in a
warm place
such as the top of refrigerator. Re-
moisten towels with warm water as
needed. Check after the first week
for germination. Remove the
sprouted seed and check again af-
ter another week. Add these num-
bers together to determine the per-
cent germination.

Dana Belshe is agricultural
agent for Kansas State University
Research and Extension and the
Sunflower Extension District, cov-
ering Sherman and Wallace coun-
ties.

Blood drive planned at tech college

The Goodland Community
Blood Drive will be from noon to 6
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 23, at the North-
west Kansas Technical College stu-
dent union (west door).

Call (800) GIVE LIFE to sched-
ule an appointment.

The American Red Cross has
joined with the American Asso-
ciation of Blood Banks to stress
the importance of donating

blood during a time of the year
when the blood supply is dan-
gerously low.

“If all who are eligible to donate
would do so on a regular basis —
three to four times per year — blood
needs could be met and shortages
could become a thing of the past,”
said Diane Elder, Red Cross South
Central Division collections execu-
tive.

The Red Cross points out that
January is National Volunteer
Blood Donor Month.

Donors must be in general good
health, weigh 110 pounds or more
and be at least 17, or 16 in Kansas
with a parental consent form. Print
the form and reading materials at
www.bloodgiveslife.org. Most
medications do not prevent you
from donating.

Area students make Fort Hays deans’ honor roll

More than 25 area undergradu-
ates were named to the Fort Hays
State University deans’ honor roll
for the fall 2006 semester.

To be eligible, full-time students
must have a minimum grade aver-
age of 3.60 for the semester.

Goodland students on the list are
Peggy S. Blake, Mark Alexander
Collado, Nathan R. Elliott, Trista

D. Lalicker, Monica Rangel,
Sondra S. Smith and Mallory J.
Younger.

From Kanorado: Deborah M.
Benisch.

Brewster: Jill Leeann Beiser.

St. Francis: Amber D. Feikert,
Andrew A. Feikert, Gina L.
Frohlich, Kari N. Gienger, Cale
David Rieger, Heidi J. Rohweder

and Michael A. Wolters.

Sharon Springs: Mandi Kay
Bellamy, Danele M. Benisch,
Deborah M. Benisch, Joanna M.
Klinge, Colleen Annette Wagoner
and Keli L. Wagoner.

Wallace: Kaler K. Bretz and
Maranda Jean Bussen.

Weskan : Macy J. Sexson and
Alisha M. Welsh.

Classified ads work! 899-2338.
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The University of Nebraska
has developed a spreadsheet to
help farmers weigh the benefits
and the costs of destroying fall-
planted wheat and replanting this
spring to take advantage of high
corn prices.

During this last year, high
wheat prices encouraged some
farmers to plant wheat on acres
that have traditionally been in
corn. With the recent upswing in
the corn market, some now are
trying to decide whether they
should stick with wheat or tear it
out. This is especially a concern
on irrigated ground.

The worksheet allows farmers
to use information on their re-
sources and cropping practices to
compare various scenarios.

This spreadsheet, along with a
brief overview, can be found on
the Internet at westcentral.unl.
edu/agecon/ and clicking on
“Wheat or Corn.” To use the
spreadsheet, you’ll need Micro-
soft Excel on your computer.

Farmers choose wheat or corn
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The spreadsheet considers two
crop environments, irrigated and
dryland. Deciding whether to
change crops depends on many
factors, including available
equipment, cost of production, the
farmer’s ability to grow wheat
versus corn and the prices antici-
pated for each crop this year. The
program was used to make the fol-
lowing analysis, based on some
simple assumptions.

Spraying and killing the wheat
and planting cornis a good choice
on irrigated land, the program
shows, while leaving the planted
wheat often is the best choice for
dryland. Farmers are encouraged
touse the spreadsheet themselves
to determine the best options for
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their situa-
tion.

The spread-
sheet may be
useful, but its
results will be
no better than
the informa-
tion entered and the assumptions
used.

The value of crop residue was
not included. Water costs were
included, but no explicit value
was included for any water sav-
ings. Irrigators who have limited
water may want to puta value on
the water saved by producing
wheat.

The information is from Matt
Stockton, ag economist, and
Faith Colburn, communications,
at the University of Nebraska.

Jeanne Falk is an area crop
production and economics spe-
cialist for Sherman, Cheyenne
and Wallace counties with Kan-
sas State University Research
and Extension.

Brewster still slow because of ice, snow

Brewster is still pretty slow on
activities because of all the ice and
snow. Basketball games have
started up since vacation is over, but
the senior center is still slow.

It sounds like another storm is
coming in later this week. We prob-
ably won’t see the ground until
April. Guess that’s okay because of
the need for moisture.

Warren Reid’s brother Jerry Reid
passed away last week in
Broomfield, Colo. Funeral was in
Boulder last Monday. Our sympa-
thy goes out to the Reid family.

Collette Carpenter went to Fort
Morgan, Colo., over the weekend to
visit family and friends.

Bucky Williams of Goodland
passed away this week. He farmed
north of Brewster. Our sympathy to
his family.

Your KEY to business success.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.

Repetitive advertising 1s the key to opening the door to new customers.

“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME « CAR * FARM - BUSINESS

SHELTER

INSURANCE

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com

NEW SYSTEM
PROFESSIONAL
WINDOW CLEANING

Commercial —

Residential

Free Estimates

Vore than 1000 customers can't be wrong

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

Hot Brush

204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiIMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339
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James and Muzette Baldwin of
Brewster had a baby girl on Jan. 1.
Her name is Regina. Regina has a
brother at home.

Dear God: Teach me how tomind
my own business. To take care of
myself. To remember that there are
just certain things that certain
people have to go through.

Please remind me: ThatIcan’tfix
anyone; nor canlchange them, and
when there is something that others
cannotdo for themselves, they need

- Combined rates are
available to feature your services in the
Star-News and The Country Advocate.
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to come to You,
not me.

Give me the
strength  to:
Hear with com-
passion; to
watch with em-
pathy; to pray
and trust Your
merciful grace; and how to stay put
and still until You tell me to move.

Allow me to be: A guide to the
lost; ateacher to the willing; abless-
ing to the meek; a tool and not a
doormat.

Inspire me to: Give and move on;
share without controlling; expect
the best for others no matter now
baditlooks; and to know that when
Idon’tdoit, You will.

God is the ever present help we
all need.
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Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work « Patios & Decks
+ Garages & Etc. -
+ Remodels & Additions *

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

There’s no place like
Goodland.

And, like you, we're proud to call
it home. Thank you for your
business and your trust. We look
forward to many more successul
years together.

Sirott Jest
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has gone online

Order at

knottjustbooks.spreadtheword.com
or call Linda at
785-890-6444

Reading — a part of life!

Chandra L. Ruhs Agency, LLC
An Outstanding Customer Experience
J.D. Power and Associates certified
Distinguished Insurance Agency

(785) 890-7337 Business

516 E Hwy 24, Goodland, Kans. 67735
cruhs@amfam.com

AMERICAN FAMILY
| iINSURANCE |

®

American Family Life Insurance Company and its
Subsidiaries Home Office - Madison, W1 53783
www.amfam.com
© 2006
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785-462-6995

www. My WindowCleaner.net

800-611-6735
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Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical
solutions.

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Brandon’s Carpentry

Drywall ¢ Painting ¢ Flooring * Roofing
Doors ® Windows e Siding ® Decks ® Ramps
Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS 67756

Serving the tri-state area.

(785)332-3370
Cell: (785)332-5264

Pro Floor Care

Carpet and Upholstery Steam Cleaning Specialists!
Call for This Month’s Steam Cleaning Special!
785-462-8313 - Cell: 443-1091
Toll Free: 1-800-473-4138
Commercial and Residential Carpet
Office and Dining Room Chairs

Recliners - Sofas - Autos
Drop off at our location or we can steam clean at your location

MJ’S Upland Dog Haven

Melvin and Julie Crow
Upland bird dog training

Tri-Tronics e-collars []

Mendota whistles, lanyards, collars and leashes
(785) 899-2778

Black Gold dog food




