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Five new Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team members in Sherman County
completed 20 hours of training in disaster
preparedness.

Alberta and Duane Coash, Sherry Bran-
vik, Gerald Webber and Hazel Estes com-
pleted the training in November, receiving
certification from the Kansas Emergency
Management Association.

The course included fire training, disas-
ter medical operations, assessment, triage
and treating life-threatening injuries, light
search and rescue, team organization, di-
saster psychology and terrorism.

Instructors were local emergency per-
sonnel, including Gary Rogers, emergency
management director; Justin Bentzinger, a
fireman; Chris Bowen, utilities; and Jason
Showalter, sheriff’s department.

Judy McKee, Citizen Corps coordinator
for Sherman County, and Kay Engleman,
Citizen Corps coordinator from Barton
County, led the three-day course. Other
emergency response team members are
Lisa Malsom, Amy and Rick Breininger,
Sheriff’s Deputy Jason Showalter, Good-
land Police Cpl. Bill Fulcher, Rogers and
McKee.

“We now have 12 certified team mem-
bers,” McKee said, “and are looking for-
ward to increasing our numbers with future
classes.”

A Homeland Security grant pays for the
training, McKee said, adding that she ap-
plies through the Sherman County Emer-
gency Management office for the grant.

“We can never have too many volunteers
in an emergency program like CERT to re-
spond to a crisis situation,” she said, “and
this program is beneficial to any citizen
who takes the course.”

The corps received $1,400 for 2007, she
added, but this is the last year the grant will
pay for the program.

“There are now 32 counties that have in-
stituted the CERT program throughout the
state of Kansas,” said Dori Mildyke, state
representative for Homeland Security and
Citizen Corps. “We are continually promot-

ing this program with positive results and
are currently developing a data base for its
members.”

It is a community supplement to its re-
sponse capability, Mc Kee said, especially
when the demands become overwhelming
to first responders.

The holiday snow storm certainly dem-
onstrated how quickly those demands can
develop, she said; CERT volunteers were
called on throughout the snowstorm and
were ready, willing and able to assist those
subjected to such hazardous weather.
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Hazel Estes and Amy Breininger (top) reviewed the mechanics and classifica-
tion of a fire extinguisher during Community Emergency Response Team disas-
ter preparedness training. Alberta and Duane Coash (above) demonstrated the
proper application of a sling.              Photos by Judy McKee/Citizen Corps coordinator


