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 Hey Kids!

Where: Bellamy Farms

Accepting only 50 kids - get your
registration forms in NOW!

Lunch will be served.
Pick up registration forms at either

S&T Telephone or The Cowboy Loop.

For more information:
Come Join the Fun!

The 3rd Annual Youth Day
June 9, 2007

Learn gun safety, first aid, archery, compass and
map reading, basic first aid, falcon handling,

trap shooting and much more!

Cost: $0

Starting: 8-8:30 am

Troy Mannis- 821-1838
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New to town but not new to the area, Dr.
Ryan Newman has set up shop on Main Street
in Goodland. He is an Optometrist or for plain
talk, “Eye Doctor”. His Optician, Anne Haver
and Professional Assistant, Darla Lee help him
in the office.

Though he’s not from Goodland, he started
out in Hoxie which isn’t all that far away. His
wife is a Western Kansas gal as well as she is
from the Ellis area. And they landed in
Goodland because simply put, it is a small,
rural community that could use a good eye
doctor.

Dr. Newman specializes in primary care of
the eye, eye emergencies, glaucoma man-
agement and cataract evaluations. Dr.
Newman also offers general check-ups as well
as check-ups for glasses, contact lenses and

Newman Vision Care
Ryan Newman, Owner

919 Main, Goodland - (785) 890-3937
bi-focal contacts. His office has a full-service
optical department as well; for everyone who
wants new frames or sunglasses.

Dr. Newman offers a children’s eye care
program that can be compared to a popular
program entitled “See to Learn” that several
doctors offer, usually for a fee. Dr. Newman’s
program is similar with one major difference...
Dr. Newman  charges NOTHING! You read
correctly, there isn’t a charge at all for Dr.
Newman’s Children’s Eye Care Program! The
kids must be between Newborn-4 years old.

The very best part of Dr. Ryan Newman is
that he accepts VSP and several other Vision
Plans helping us all to see more clearly!

Welcome to our city, Dr. Ryan Newman,
O.D.!

and The Goodland Area Chamber of Commerce and Ambassadors welcome

Drought was taking its toll; crop conditions poor
In 1932 the long drought was tak-

ing its toll on Northwest Kansas.
The wheat crop prediction was not
favorable for the local farmers ac-
cording to a report of the latest field
inspections that appeared in The
Goodland News-Republic. In fact,
it was to be a seven year low.

CROP CONDITIONS POOR
Northwest Counties
Average About Fifty

The condition of the Kansas
wheat crop is only 64 percent of
normal, according to the latest crop
report issued by the state and fed-
eral bureaus.

There is a great deal of aban-
doned wheat acreage in some of the
western and southwestern counties,
the report shows. The total will be
141 million bushels, short of last
year, the estimate states. The crop
will be the smallest since 1925, if
the prediction of the crop bureaus
proves correct.

It will be remembered that simi-

lar bad April conditions have not
always resulted in a short harvest.
Favorable weather from now on
might make a difference in the con-
dition.

Sherman County was reported as
having a condition only 40 percent
of normal. Cheyenne and Wallace
counties reported a condition on 33
percent of normal. Graham County
claimed the best wheat in northwest
Kansas with a condition of 85 per-
cent.

—————
Because of the persistent drought

and blowing dirt, many farm families
could not or chose not to stay in the

area. However,
some might have
found inspiration
in the following
prayer that was
printed in the
“Churches” col-
umn, 75 years
ago.

A Farmer’s Prayer
“O Lord; I am thankful I am not

like other folks; and yet, I am no
Pharisee. I am thankful that I own
no stocks and bonds which were
bought at peak prices. I am grateful
for guidance that kept me out of
speculative grain markets. I have
not drilled an oil well, and I am
thankful for that. It is a relief not to
have to read the stock market quo-
tations each morning before break-
fast to learn how much poorer I am
than I was the day before. I am
pleased that I am not a retail mer-
chant with a ledger of unpaid bills.

I thank thee, O Lord, that I am not

a laboring man without a job or in
danger of losing it. I surely am for-
tunate that I am not a coal or oil op-
erator nor steel manufacturer nor a
railroad official hunting trade
where there is no trade.

I am thankful that the bright lights
of the city and the promise of high
wages and short laboring hours
have not deceived me into leaving
my farm for temporary and super-
ficial attractions.

I am only a poor farmer with 200
acres of farmland, all paid for ex-
cept $7,000 on my mortgage,
which, however, is at a reasonable
rate of interest. I also thank thee for
the spirit that has caused the politi-
cians to (vote) us a reduction in farm
taxes.

Give me, O Lord, my dairy cows,
hogs and chickens; my alfalfa, corn
and soy beans; my health and my
strength and my faith. I am not mak-
ing money, but I am not losing so
much that I face disaster and hun-

ger. I have three good meals a day
and a comfortable country home.

These, thou hast provided me,
whatsoever happens.

Once I looked with envy upon
these my fellow citizens. I thought
they lived in luxury and peace.
Bless them and comfort them, O
lord, and give them grace to face
their plight. I am grateful to Thee for
all the blessings that fall upon me
and mine and our land. Forgive my
sins and overlook my hypocrisy and
my shortcomings, and believe, O
Lord, I am content that I am a
farmer.”

—————
News items from the various

Sherman County communities al-
ways give a brief look at life on the
High Plains three quarters of a cen-
tury ago.

Under “Llanos News” by Mrs.
Grace Leighton: “This community
has been grieved by the sudden
death of Edd Isernhagen who

passed away early Tuesday.
“Shell McAdams and Charles

Fiechter sold hogs at Brewster Sat-
urday.

“Miss Opal Wilson entertained
her pupils at New Hope school at a
taffy pulling party Friday after-
noon. This party was greatly en-
joyed by pupils and will be remem-
bered in years to come.”

C.L. Harper reported in “Ruleton
Route 2”: “Mrs. Milton Parish has
about 1,000 young chickens,
mostly of the White Minorca breed,
and has her incubators set for the
third batch.

“Saturday was an unusual day.
First, a dirt storm, then a shower of
rain, and wound up with a snow-
storm.”

From the “Brownsville” commu-
nity, another example of life in the
’30’s: “D.L. Buhr and son were
breaking sod for Mr. Huff last week.
They reported the ground almost
too dry for such work.”

from the vault

marcia
smith
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Wheat may have ‘loose smut’
Have you been noticing some

blackened heads in your wheat?
Upon closer examination, you see
there are actually no seeds in the
head at all. This has been showing
up in fields around the area.

This is a disease called loose
smut. This disease becomes evident
soon after heading. The floral parts
of the wheat head are replaced by
loose masses of brownish-black,
powdery fungal spores.

When the head is handled or
crushed, the black powdery material
comes off on your hand. These spores
are easily blown off or washed off by
rain. After a few days, only a bare stem
remains, and the affected plants be-
come less noticeable.

Heads of the infected plants usu-
ally emerge from the boot slightly
earlier than the non-infected heads.
When the infected heads emerge
from the boot, the blackened head
is already formed.

Plants are only infected during
flowering, by wind-blown spores
from neighboring infected plants.
Rain and insects can also move
spores to flowering heads.

Infection is favored by dewy

mornings and temperatures from 60
to 70 degrees. The smut spores en-
ter the flowering part of the head
and infect the forming seed. There-
fore, the smut infects the internal
portion or embryo of the seed.

After establishing in the embryo
of the seed, the smut becomes dor-
mant. In addition, the infected seed
will appear normal and look no dif-
ferent than healthy seed.

The loose smut will not become
active again until the kernel is
planted and germinates. Since the
disease is contained in the internal
portion of the plant, when a plant
germinates, it is already infected
with the disease.

 In addition, the plants that have
the smut-filled heads now are going
to be the only heads in the field ex-
hibiting the smut.

The infection
that is taking place
is creating host
plants for next
year. Finally, there
are no rescue
treatments for
wheat infected
with loose smut.

Control needs to be a proactive
approach. Since this is a seed-borne
disease, plant clean, disease-free
seed.

Seed treatment is an effective and
fairly inexpensive way to control
loose smut. The seed treatment
must be systemic in order to get into
the internal portions of the seed.

If you have smut in a field this
year, it might just be the best idea to
save that field to harvest last and
then do not plan to keep that wheat
for next year’s seed. If you have any
questions about loose smut, contact
me at the extension office.

Jeanne Falk is an area crop pro-
duction and economics specialist
for Sherman, Cheyenne and Wal-
lace counties with Kansas State
University Research and Exten-
sion.

jeanne
falk
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matters of record
Sherman County Sheriff

The following accidents have
been reported to Sherman County
Sheriff:

April 6 — Robert T. Campbell,
64, of Vienna, Va., was traveling
eastbound at 8:15 a.m.  in a 2007
Ford F350 on I-70 at milepost 12 in
the outside lane at 45 mph. He hit a
slick spot, lost control and hit a
bridge. Campbell was wearing a
seat belt and was uninjured. Alex’s
Radiator towed the vehicle.

April 12 — Dallas Price, 16, go-
ing east on 10th Street in 1992 Ford
Ranger pickup about 12:15 p.m.,
glanced down to retrieve a bagel in
the seat and did not see Fire Chief
Scott Gilmer, 47, in 1997 red
Chevrolet Blazer owned by the
City of Goodland approaching the
intersection on Grand from the
south. The two collided. Both were
wearing seat belts and both were
uninjured. Neither vehicle was
towed.

District Traffic
The following fines were paid in

the Sherman County District Court:
Dec. 20, 2001  — Jason T. Dun-

can, $207 reinstated for speeding.
Feb. 27, 2004 — Michael D.

Kelley, $140 reinstated for speeding
and $10 reinstated for no seat belt.

Jan. 15, 2006 — Eraina R. Small,
$150 reinstated for speeding.

March 3 — Damon F. Watson,
$120 reinstated  for speeding and
$10 reinstated for no seat belt.


