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Women enjoy hun

By Veronica Monier
The Norton Telegram
vmonier@nwkansas.com

Friends and family are a big reason why
women who have never been hunting before
take up the sport.

TaraEsslinger, Norton, said she started hunt-
ing in grade school.

“I grew up with an older brother,” she said.
“It’s what he did all the time. I was kind of a tom-
boy and found it interesting.”

Mrs. Esslinger said she’s always enjoyed
hunting and has passed on thatenjoyment to her
daughter Ashley, who loves to hunt ’coons and
has been doing so since she was 9 or 10.

Two or three years ago, Mrs. Esslinger said,
she and her daughter, now a sophomore in high
school, started deer hunting together.

“We go out by ourselves and usually get a
nice-sized buck,” she said.

She said she likes to hunt deer, dove and rac-
coons. Her husband just got her started carp
shooting, she said, and she is liking that. It was
the first time she shot abow and now that’s get-
ting addictive, she said. She also goes rabbit and
coyote hunting every once in a while.

Even though the biggest thing she hunts now
is deer, she said they are planning a trip for next
year to huntboar orelk. Eventually, she said, she
wants to work her way up to hunting a bear.

Mrs. Esslinger said she started small. The first
thing she ever hunted was a sparrow.

“Istarted outhunting sparrow witha BB gun,”
she said. “Eventually, I went torabbit and squir-
rel and then on up from there. As I got older, I
got bigger guns to hunt with.”

Now, she said, her 6-year-old son is starting
small, hunting sparrow with a BB gun.

Mrs. Esslinger said she enjoys hunting be-
cause she finds it a challenge.

“It’s hunting,” she said. “It’s a sport. It’s not
just going out and shooting something. Anyone
can go out and shoot something, but when your
hunting, youhave to go outand look around and
see what your hunting. You have to have the
right circumstances for the right animal.

“I'have alot of respect for the animals I hunt.
We cook up and eat everything we kill. I love
hunting. It’s hard to putinto words, butit’s been
in my blood since I was akid. I’ve always been
an outdoorsy person, and it lets me be active
outdoors. I have a lot of respect for nature.”

She said she and Ashley go outa 6 a.m. when
it’s freezing and sit there for four hours. You
have animals come within five feet of you, she
said.

“There is a lot of fun in it,” she said, “a lot of
enjoyment. Like I'said, it’s not justkilling some-
thing. It can be cold and miserable, but there’s
always something you get out of it. Once afawn
came up to Ashley. I told her not to move and it
stood about three feet from her. She said it was
the best experience.”

Mrs. Esslinger said when she goes deer hunt-
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y held up racks from buck deer that they

have hunted over the years. They have been hunting deer together for about four

years. Mrs. Esslinger said she started h

unting when she was in grade school and

has passed her love of the sport on to her children.

ing, everythingelse gets putonhold. She’ll take
her gun to work with her and if she sees some-
thing on the way, she’ll start the hunt. Once, she
said, it took her about a week to track a deer she

saw on her way to work.
“I guess I get ‘buck fever’ at times,” she said.
She said hunting is a lot of work and is very
involved. Sometimes you walk for hours or sit
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KANSAS FARM

* 6,400 acre ranch w/beautiful log home

OFFERS INCOME/HUNTING POTENTIAL

* 320 acres grass with new 3-bedroom, 2-bath earth-home, Cheyenne Co., KS
* 646 acres grass & cropland, 3-bedroom, 2-bath home, Bird City, KS
e 28 acres with feedyard, 3-bedroom, 2.5-bath home, Sherman Co., KS

& RANCH LAND

, excellent hunting property, Elbert Co., CO

It is finally here, the World’s first Predator & Hunting Expo. The history making
event is being held in the heart land of America, Kansas City, Ks. Vendors and
Companies from around the country will be displaying and selling the latest and
the greatest hunting and calling products. Notable speakers for the hunting indus-
try will be giving seminars on countless topics. Also the first World Predator Call-
ing Competition will be held. Open to all hand and mouth predator callers. We will
be crowning several categories of World Predator Calling Champions!

40 acres grass has great location, homesites & views, Wray, CO

320 total acres, (240 acres grass & 80 acres dryland), Kirk, CO

2,209 acres cropland with older home & grain bins, Lincoln Co., CO

40 acre homesites, each with water, well & electricity (8 available), Brush, CO
Several very nice country homes on acreages in Colorado and Kansas

Check all of these great listings and more on our website!

Don't miss out on this new and exciting event. For booth and ticket info go to / P ”"ht'.‘-,

www.worldpredatorandhuntingexpo.com or call 785-332-2731 {@t SH AY RE ALTY ING
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ATTENT'ON 0 Midwest Class - $200 Entry Fee Offering . . . SERVING KS, CO __ NE

[ Sportsman Class - $40 Eniry Fee * Over 20 years experience %)

Limited to 115, two-man teams e Understanding of market values

100% PAYBACK! » Agressive marketing of properties

* Experienced in 1031 trades
— Midwest

Knowledge of farming & ranching
Coyole Honest & dependable service
Calling
Event

COYOTE CALLERS!!
11th Annual Midwest

Coyote Calling Event

January 5 & 6, 2008
St. Francis, KS

For more information contact

Brent Rueb at 785-332-2731 orvisit online at:
www.predatorsniperstyx.com

Rodney W. Shay, 785-332-2566
Reese W. Shay, 970-332-3350
Ryan W. Shay, 785-332-2566
Diana. Skiles, 785-626-3196
Jennifer A. Milne, 785-332-2566

REALTY, Inc.

Appointments required
to view above properties!

Serving Colo. - Kan. - Neb.
Our Goal is your Satisfaction!




