muzzleloading hobby

nition, disallow certain types of bullets and pro-
hibit the use of scopes. If the primary purpose is
to hunt deer, .50-caliber rifles are legal in all 50
states. A good step in the rightdirectionistoread
the state game regulations before purchasing
your firearm, as these may vary from state to
state.

3.Whatstyle am I interested in, Modern or
Traditional?

The same percussion barrel, shooting the
same powder charge or load, does not state
whether itis in a traditional side-lock or a mod-
ern in-line firearm. Both firearms are similarly
accurate over the same ranges.

Off-handrifles come with accuracy-enhanced
settriggers and look like the original backwoods
models of centuries ago. There are also hybrids,
like the Thompson/Center Hawkenrifle, which
are not copies of any historical rifle.

Other possibilities are using replica American
Revolutionary and Civil War muskets or rifles
forhunting. These larger caliber longrifles range
in caliber from .58 to .75 and can take big game
most accurately at 50 yards because they are
smoothbore barrels that do nothave rifling (spi-
ral groove cut inside the barrel) for longer and
deadlier accuracy.

These firearms are fun to shoot, but as many
shooter know, they shoot high and the bullet
floats similar to a knuckle ball as they pass
through the air. Shooters as arule of thumb aim
about a foot and a half lower than their target
bulls-eye or vital area at about 100 yards. New
sights can be put on long rifles, but the firearm
asitisissuedevens the playing field between the

hunter and animal.

4. The Size

Smaller bodied shooters such as children, and
some women should shoot long rifles designed
more fortheirsize. Several makers, such as Con-
necticut Valley Arms, Knight and Remington
offer shorter stocks that are much lighter in both
models.

A rifle weighing roughly 10 pounds with a
well-designed stock and effective recoil pad
should be used to comfortably lob the heavier
bulletdown range. Rule of thumb is the heavier
the rifle, the lighter the kick.

5. Price

Finally, price is listed as the last factor, but
may be the most important consideration for
most shooters. The good news is thateven guns
costing less than $100 will reliably take a deer
year after year.

For a few bucks more, buyers can purchase
real wood stocks that they can finish on their
own.

These usually run between $30-$50 more, but
are worthit, especially if the wood grainis beau-
tiful. There is nothing like building your own
rifle from akit; thatis one of the satisfying parts
of the sport.

If you can afford afew hundred dollars more,
in the $600 dollar range, there are models in ei-
ther flintlock or percussion cap with fancier
metal and wood work.

A good rule of thumb is to buy the best your
budget can afford from a respectable maker. A
buyer can always upgrade if they find black pow-
der their fancy.

Take your “dear” out
on the town!!

Available For All Occasions

See us for all your

Tire & Repair Needs!

Limousine
Service

W. Hwy. 24
Hoxie, KS 67740

SPRESSER TIRE & SERVICE

785-675-3142
1-800-870-4830

October 2007 HUNTING GUIDE Page 31

WELCOME HUNTERS!
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do Your Pet ? S
Oakley Veterinary Service, PA

Wade Taylor, D.V.M.
Paul Ritter, D.V.M. Kristy Booker, D.V.M.
Jake C. Bauer, D.V.M. Paige Ayers, D.V.M

510 S. Freeman Ave ¢ Oakley, KS ¢ 785-672-3411

Your Dodge-Chrysler-Jeep Dealer

See us for service and maintenance of your
hunting vehicle, parts and service

¢ Certified Mechanics
* Wrecker Service

WC.W. Beamgard ¥y

Sales & Service since 1919
210 State, Atwood 785-626-3286

FARM & RANCH REALTY, INC.
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WE ARE YOUR AGRICULTURE, RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL AND
AUCTION PROFESSIONALS IN KANSAS, COLORADO, NEBRASKA
& NEW MEXICO!

We sell GREAT hunting properties!!

FARM & RANCH REALTY, INC.
* [E 1420 W. 4™ - Colby, KS 67701 *

fh 1-800-247-7863 fh

DONALD L. HAZLETT, BROKER
"When you list with Farm & Ranch, it's as good as SOLD!!"

1977 — 2007
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YEARS OF

EXPERIENCE
EXPERTISE
EXCELLENCE

www.farmandranchrealty.com




