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" New to Goodland, it’s 2"‘%
Bubba’s Wild Game Processing!

1901 Cherry (In the red barn, next to the Van Gogh painting)
Goodland, Kansas 67735

PROCESSING DEER, ELK, ANTELOPE, BUFFALO

785-890-2333, Business
785-899-6261, Chad Somers,
(Manager)

[ Deer Stix
0 Summer Sausage

[0 Deer Jerky

Bubba’s Meat Block

1614 Main Street ~ Goodland

Offering a variety of products for our customers, including 1/4’s, 1/2’s

of Beef, Beef Bundles and Special Orders. We also carry choice cuts

of beef, chicken and pork for your meat-lovin’ connisseur!

] Homemade Beef Jerky
[ Homemade Beef Stix

785-890-6654

Hunters hone skills

By Joey Falkoff

Colby Free Press
jfalkoff@nwkansas.com

Like any sport, hunting requires hours of prac-
tice and preparation if you want to be success-
ful. While golfers may go outto the drivingrange
to work on their game, hunters can hone their
skills by shooting at a trap range.

Instead of taking aim at a deer or game bird,
trap shooting involves firing at around clay tar-
get, also called a “pigeon,” that shoots out of a
machine. The targets can fly to the left or right
and marksmen have to be quick with their trig-
ger once the pigeon flies out.

Trap shooting has grown as a sport over the
last 10 years, so much so that Benny Young of
the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks
saysit’sapproaching NASCAR racing in popu-
larity. The effects of trap shooting’s growth have
already been feltin northwest Kansas, which has
ranges in Oakley, Colby, Atwood, Goodland,
Norton, Hoxie, Oberlin and St. Francis.

“In the last few years, the club here in Colby
has grown,” said Bob Luck, co-founder of the
Colby Trap Club. “Wehave about 150 members
and 20 different teams. Oakley was ready to go
out of business a few years back, but now they
have close to 100 members and eight or nine
teams.”

He said Olympic trap shooters can hit some-
where close to 997 out of 1,000 targets from 25
feet. Even if you’re unable to hit half that many
targets, though, he said, just getting used to fir-
ing your gun at a target can be a huge benefit for

hunters.

“I'think hunters need to come out and get used
to their shotgun so they're not as quick to shoot
at anything that moves,” said Young. “When
you’re out shooting pheasants, you may only
shoot three rounds. Out here, you can shoot as
many rounds as you want.”

Not only can the practice be helpful for the
everyday outdoorsmen, he said, but it’s also a
good way for beginning gun owners to learn how
to use their weapon safely.

“We really try and teach hunter safety, and
show people how to properly handle a gun,” said
Luck. “Kids aren’t out here shooting at tin cans
in their back yard. This is much safer.”

“Since we opened four years ago, I haven’t
heard of any hunting accidents in this area,” said
Young.

Nolongeris trap shooting justasport formen,
either. More and more, Luck and Young say,
they have noticed women and children coming
out and spending a day shooting together.

“Girls, moms and kids just eat this stuff up,”
said Young. “The last two years, I’ve held my
Youth Skills Hunting Day, it’s been full of girls.
Also,alotof wives are scared of guns, but when
they come out to the range and see them used
properly, then it puts them more at ease.”

Five miles west and one mile south of town at
College Drive and County Road 15, the Colby
Trap Clubis justinits fourth year. In2003, Luck,
along with six other founders, broke ground the
range and four years later, he said, it is the larg-
estand bestequipped facility in northwest Kan-

Stitch’N Place

*Alterations

*Vinyl Graphics
*Embroidery
*Professional Seamstress

1608 Main Street ~Goodland
(785)890-3510

~ ALL WORK DONE LOCALLY ~

Madd Hatters
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1608 Main Street ~ Goodland . ;

(785)890-3510

[] Secure Outdoor Kennel Facilities

Check In:

Howard Johnson~Goodland, Kansas
We pride ourselves on how we treat our hunters:

[0 Pet Friendly Hotel (for the priveleged pooch) [1 Hot Tub
] Wildcard Lounge that caters to night owls
[] Harvester’s Restaurant for early birds

Howard Johnson Hotel — Goodland
2218 Commerce Rd - I-70 & K-27,
Exit 17 -Goodland, KS 67735

#  Phone: (785) 890-3644 -

o Fax: (785) 890-3646

Toll Free: (877) HOJOKansas or
(877) 465-6526

Visit: www.goodlandnet.com/cvb or
www.goodlandnet.com

P72

dHoward Johnson

[] Heated Indoor Pool & Sauna

] Workout Facility
[0 Family-friendly Environment

3:00 PM Check Odt00 AM




