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from other pens...

A little history

on Veterans Day

In 1921, an unknown World War I soldier was buried in Ar-
lington National Cemetery. This site, on a hillside overlooking
the Potomac River and the city of Washington, became the focal
point of reverence for America’s veterans.

Similar ceremonies occurred earlier in England and France,
where an unknown soldier was buried in each nation’s highest
place of honor (in England, Westminster Abbey; in France, the Arc
de Triomphe). These memorial gestures all took place on Nov. 11,
giving universal recognition to the celebrated ending of Word War
Ifightingat 11a.m.onNov. 1918,the 11" hourofthe 11" day of
the 11 month. The day became known as “Armistice Day.”

The observance officially received its name in Americain 1926
through a Congressional resolution. It became a national holiday
12 years later by similar Congressional action. If the idealistic
hope had been realized that World War 1 was “the War to end all
Wars,” Nov. 11 mightstill be called Armistice Day. Butonly a few
years after the holiday was proclaimed, war broker outin Europe.
Sixteen and a half million Americans took part; 407,000 of them
died in service, more than 292,000 in battle.

Realizing that peace was equally preserved by veterans of
World War IT and Korea, Congress was asked to make this day an
occasion to honor those who have served America in all wars. In
1954, President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed a bill proclaiming
Nov. 11 as simply Veterans Day.

On Memorial Day 1958, two more unidentified American war
dead were brought from overseas and interred in the plaza beside
the unknown soldier of World War I. One was killed in World War
I1, the other in the Korean War. In 1973, a law providing burial
of an unknown American from the Vietnam War, but none was
found for several years. In 1984, an unknown serviceman from
that conflict was placed alongside the others. To honor these men,
symbolic of all Americans who gave their lives in all wars, an
Army honor guard, the 3d U.S. Infantry (The Old Guard), keeps
vigil day and night.

Alaw passed in 1968 changed the national commemoration of
Veterans Day to the fourth Monday in October. It soon became
apparent, however, that Nov. 11 had historic significance to
many Americans. In 1978, Congress returned the observance to
its traditional date.

The focal point for official, national ceremonies for Veterans
Day continues to be the memorial amphitheater built around the
Tomb of the Unknowns. At 11 a.m. on Sunday, a combined color
guard representing all military services executes “Present Arms”
at the tomb. The nation’s tribute to its war dead is symbolized by
the laying of a presidential wreath. The bugler plays “Taps.” The
rest of the ceremony takes place in the amphitheater.

Every year, the president proclaims the day and urges all Ameri-
cans to honor the commitment of our veterans through appropriate
public ceremonies.

This guest editorial was submitted by the Department of Kansas
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Topeka.

The Goodland Star-News

(USPS No. 222-460. ISSN 0893-0562)
Member: Kansas Press Association
Inland Press Association Colorado Press Association

National Newspaper Association

e-mail: star-news@nwkansas.com
2007

Assunianl

MEMBER
COLORADO

PRESS

ASSOCIATION

Steve Haynes, President
Tom Betz, Editor
Pat Schiefen, Society Editor

Sharon Corcoran, Repoter
Ramona C. Sanders, Reporter

Jordie Mann, Jessica Corbin, Advertising Sales
Sheila Smith, Office Manager

Nor’west Press
Jim Bowker, General Manager
Richard Westfahl, Betty Morris, James Jackson
Lana Westfahl, Rebecca Foster, James Ornelas,
Amanda Campbell, Mike Jackson
il_ug
I nwkansas.com
N.T. Betz, Director of Internet Services
(ntbetz@nwkansas.com)
Evan Barnum, Systems Admin.(support@nwkansas.com)

o ——

=<

A P
2 w\
£8S A5SooIATION:

Published every Tuesday and Friday except the days observed for New
Year’s Day, July 4th and Christmas Day, at 1205 Main Ave., Goodland,
Kan. 67735.

Periodicals postage paid at Goodland, Kan. 67735; entered at the Good-
land, Kan., Post Office under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1878.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Goodland Star-News,
1205 Main Ave., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

TELEPHONE: (785) 899-2338. Editorial e-mail: star-news @nwkansas.
com. Advertising questions can be sent to: goodlandads@nwkansas.com

The Goodland Star-News assumes no liability for mistakes or omissions
in advertising or failure to publish beyond the actual cost of the ad.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: In Sherman County and adjacent counties: three
months, $29; six months, $46; 12 months, $81. Out of area, weekly mailing
of two issues: three months, $39; six months, $54; 12 months, $89 (All tax

included). Mailed individually each day: (call for a price).
Incorporating;:

The Goodland Daily News

1932-2003

SHERMAN, COUNTY

The Sherman THE ST * R

County Herald

Founded by Ericand
Founded by Thomas McCants Roxie Yonkey
1935-1989 1994-2001

Nor’West Newspapers

Haynes Publishing Company

SICI=EWS

opinion

Me/@q JHE Depl l@ﬂﬁf‘ 4 // 0?‘/07’ www.caglecarioons.com

line.

As the first opposition leader to be elected
president of the Republic of China, his life is
controversy. He faces daily protests from the
Kuomintang and other opposition parties on
Taiwan, contempt from the mainland Com-
munist government and lukewarm support
from his U.S. guardians.

In his seven years of office, he’s been shot,
seen his wheelchair-bound wife indicted for
alleged corruption, been snubbed by the U.S.
State Department and had to put his party’s
dream of independence on hold.

Yet he’s firm and clear speaking to a group
of American editors, noting that next year
will mark the 20th anniversary of the lifting
of martial law by the old government in 1988.
Taiwan lived under military rule for 38 years
after World War II, with no free elections
and only lip service to liberty from the ruling
Nationalists.

Today, he says, itis among the freest nations
in the world and has no intention of surrender-
ing that freedom to achieve reunification with
the mainland.

“We cherish our hard-won democratic
fruit,” the president says. “The Martial Law
period lasted 38 years. The last 20 years, we’ve
worked very hard. Now, we have achieved
true democracy. We have real freedom. We are
proud of what we have now.”

Henotes thatthe first true popular election of
apresidentcame only in 1996, and his election
in 2000 was the first peaceful transfer of power
in the history of Taiwan or of all China.

Under martial law, he said, the government
maintained bans on newspapers and opposi-
tion parties. He spent a year in prison for libel
as punishment for things he said about govern-
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ment leaders in his magazine.

While as president, Mr. Chen has not pushed
for formal independence from the mainland, he
has refused to adopt the official “One China”
police which has long governed U.S.-China
relations.

After World War 11, with the eviction of the
Japanese invaders, everyone — the U.S., the
Communists, the Nationalists and the world
— recognized China as a single nation. The
contest was over who would rule.

After the Red victory in 1950, the National-
ists withdrew to Taiwan, where they ruled by
military decree, first under President Chiang
Kai-shek and after his death in 1975, under his
party. The Nationalist claim even today to be
the legitimate government of all China, while
Mr. Chen’s Democratic Progressive Party says
it wants independence for a free Taiwan.

Interestingly, the mainland government
finds the Nationalist position closer to its own.
Independence, the mainland says, can only
lead to war. Mr. Chen says he’ll hold off as
long as the Communists don’t move to invade
his island.

This year, in a somewhat disingenuous
move, the Progressives have put their efforts
into a push not for independence, but mem-
bership in the United Nations and the World
Health Organization.

If that sounds different, it is and it isn’t. The
U.Nadmits only sovereign nations and adheres
to the One China policy. Control of the China

seat passed to the Red government in 1971.
Even so, Mr. Chen is backing a referendum on
U.N. admission for Taiwan.

The evening after our visit, he launched an
11-day around-the-island torch relay promoting
the U.N. bid, starting from a stage and giant post-
ers erected in front of the presidential palace.

“We have full confidence that the referen-
dum will pass,” he told us. “We know we need
to work hard to normalize relations between
China and Taiwan, but China refused to give
up the use of force.”

He said he’s worried that his tiny island, with
just23 million people, has invested too heavily
in the mainland and won’t be able to maintain
an independent economy. Seventy percent of
off-island investments are on the mainland,
and Taiwan businesses control much of the
economic growth there.

“No other country relies so heavily on China
in trade and the economy,” he said, noting that
despite the chilly official relationship, the
two governments have opened commercial
and banking links, with direct flights on the
horizon. (For the time, all travelers must pass
through a neutral point, such as Hong Kong.)

No one thinks Taiwan will regaina U.N. seat
any time soon. The U.S. State Department al-
ready has said we won’tback the move. But the
campaign puts more pressure on the mainland
to open up trade and transport.

It is, as we said, a fine line. Elections next
year might return the island to a One China
policy anyway. For now, though, the official
line is on the edge.

“Since Taiwan is a sovereign nation and not
a part of China,” Mr. Chen says, “we believe
itis important to seek recognition.”

Fighting words, perhaps, or just a negotiat-
ing stance. It’s hard to tell.

Health savings account is a beautiful thing

“You’re switching to a high-deductible
health insurance policy! You’re going to go
broke!”

“Youhaveitbackwards. My high-deductible
policy will save me money. And it allows me to
set up a health savings account, which might
make me a bunch of dough.”

“You’re going to have to explain.”

“Did youknow America’s health costs have
risen 140 percentin the last decade? We spend
$2 trillion on care every year -- twice as much
per capita as other industrialized countries.”

“How come?”

“There are lots of reasons, but the chief
reason is this: health care consumers are com-
pletely divorced from health care costs.”

“Divorced?”

“Before World War I1, health insurance was
designedto protect people against catastrophic
events. People paid for doctor’s visits and pre-
scriptions out of their own pockets.”

“They paid for that stuff!”

“Yes, and because they spent their own
money, they shopped around for the best qual-
ity of care at the lowest-possible cost.”

“What did the war have to do with health
insurance?”

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages
and welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include
a telephone number and a signature.
Unsigned letters will not be published.
Form letters will be rejected, as will let-
ters deemed to be of no public interest or
considered offensive. We reserve the right
to edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage letters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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“During the war, the government imposed
wage and price controls. Companies were un-
able to raise wages. To keep employees, they
began offering health insurance.”

“That’s why everybody expects their em-
ployer to provide health insurance?”

“Yes, and as the economy boomed after the
war, powerful unions were able to demand
ever-better policies for their members.”

“Sounds good to me.”

“It WAS good while it lasted. But it took
away the incentive for consumers to shop
around. Once nobody cared what things cost,
nobody shopped. That’s when costs began to
soar.”

“We should bring back shopping?”

“Exactly. Instead of unleashing more big-
government programs, we need to unleash
individuals and give them more control over
their care.”

“That’s why you’re switching to a high-
deductible policy?”

“Correct. I’'m 45 and self-employed. I buy
my own health insurance. I just applied for a
new policy that has a $1,200 deductible. I’ll
pay 10 percent of all care up to $10,000. If T
become ill, the most I'll be out of pocket will
be $2,200, plus the cost of my premium.”

“But your premium has to be sky high.”

“Nope!It’sonly $135 amonth. Here’s what’s
better: I’m able to sock away up to $2,850 each
year in a health savings account -- my contribu-
tions are tax deductible.”

“And you can only spend that money on
health care?”

“Until I'm 65. Then I can use the money
for anything. And if I take care of myself and
keep healthy, there will be a lot of money in
that account.”

“But what if you get sick and need to go to
adoctor?”

“Then I’ll draw out some of the money. And
because itis my money, you better believe I'm
going to shop around for services and goods.
I’ll do my part to keep doctors and pharmacies
honest.”

“But won’t people avoid getting needed
care if they have to pay for it with their own
dough?”

“You don’t have much faith in the average
person. Most people will do whatis best to take
care of themselves and their families.”

“But don’t health savings accounts attract
healthy people? And won’t that drain big
bucks out of insurance companies, forcing sick
people to pay more?”

“Asmore people move into high-deductible
policies, insurance companies will SAVE
money. As for people who are ill, we need to
reform current laws so they can afford to buy
high-deductible policies, too.”

“I don’t know. I'm afraid I’m not smart
enough to make all my health-care deci-
sions.”

“Look, you have car insurance, don’t you.
Your policy doesn’t pay for gasoline, brake
pads, tune-ups and transmission repair. You
had to figure out how to take care of these
things.”

“If only the government provided universal
car insurance!”

“The way some of our politicians are talking,
it’s only a matter of time before they will.”

Tom Purcell is a nationally syndicated hu-
mor columnist. For comments to Tom, please
email him at Purcell@caglecartoons.com.



